
NYPL RESEARCH LIBRARIES

3 3433 07994796





i»'^v\1i^

,8S. Cff^-
^"^

43KI> STKF.ET









CONVERSATIONS

CHILDREN

THE GOSPELS;

CONDUCTED AND EDITED

BY A. BRONSON ALCOTT.

VOLUME II

BOSTON :

JAMES MUNROE AND COMPANY
1837.



THB NEW YORK

PUBLIC LIBRARY

55240B



1

ADVERTISEMENT.

The third volume of this series is in pro-

gress, and will appear in the autumn of the

present year.





RECORD

CONVERSATIONS ON THE GOSPELS,

MR. ALCOTT'S SCHOOL;

UNFOLDING

THE DOCTRINE AND DISCIPLINE

HUMAN CULTURE.

Except a Man be converted and become as a little Child— be bom again

— of water and of tlie Spirit, he cannot see— nor enter into— the

kingdom of Heaven.

j£STJ9 OF NaZABETB.

VOLUME I

BOSTON:
JAMES MUNROE AND COMPANY.

1837.



Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 1836,

By A. Bronson Alcott,

in the Clerk's Office of the District Court of the District of Maesacbusettsi.

CAMBRIDGE PRESS:

ETCALF, TORRY, AND B A L L O IT .



CONTENTS.

Page.

CONVERSATION XXIII.

INSPIRATION OF THE AFFECTIONS.

FAITH.

Practical Value of the Conversations.— First Disciples of Jesus, from

the Sacred Text. — Faith in Spirit. — Example. — Affability. — Idea

of Conversations. — Idea of Sermons and Ministers. — Fraternal Af-

fection.— Names of Jesus. — Emblem of Intrepidity. — Guilelessness.

— Spiritual Phenomena.— Intuition of Spirit, 1

CONVERSATION XXIV.

SPIRITUAL REFINEMENT.

CHASTITY.

Marriage Festival at Cana, from the Sacred Text Affability.— Human
Supremacy. — Views of Phenomena. — Idea and Emblem of Purity.—
Views of Phenomena.— Intermission. — Origin and Cause of Miracles

in Spirit.— Types of Miraculous Agency. — Apprehension of Pheno-

mena.— Type of Marriage and Chastity. — Recorder's Remark,

CONVERSATION XXV.
INSTINCTIVE INSPIRATION.

ENTHUSIASM.

Purification of the Temple, from the Sacred Text.— Idea of Indigna-

tion.— Emblem of Indignatiim.— Moral Intimidation.— Awe.— Dra-

matic Emblem.— Religious Enthusiasm. — Self-Purification. — Wor-
ship, 19

A*



IV CONTENTS.

CONVERSATION XXVI,

IMMORTALITY OF SPIRIT.

RESURRECTION.

Review. — Jesus in the Temple, from the Sacred Text.— Dominion of

Sense.— Immortality of Spirit.— Theories of Corporeal Reappearance.

— Revival of Reminiscence and Faith. — Si)irilual and Material Re-

ality.— Transfiguration of Matter. — Subordination of Rody in Death.

— Idea of Immortality, 23

CONVERSATION XXVII.

ANALYSIS OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

HUMAN NATURE.

Mission of Jesus, from the Sacred Text.— Significance of the Passover.

— Conditions of Self- Insight — Intuition of Duty. — Aspiration after

Holiness. — Christ in the Soul. — Failh in Humanity. — Inability

of Unbelief. — Spiritual Blindness. — Subsistence of the Human

Spirit on Holiness. — Absolute Good. — Phenomenal Existence of

Evil. — Good and Evil. — Eternity of Holiness. — Immortality of

Holiness. — Religion. — Trinity of Powers in Conscience. — Order

of Spiritual Growth. — Instinct. — Faith. — Imagination. — Reason.

— Fruits of Spiritual Growth. — Truth.— Good. — Beauty.— Ele-

ments of Absolute Being. — God.— Elements and Products of Hu-

man Nature. — Destiny of Humanity. — Irregular Growth of Powers.

— Allegory of the Human Faculties. — Synthesis of Being, . . 28

CONVERSATION XXVIII.

RENOVATION OF SPIRIT.

REGENERATION.

Review.— Immortality. — Interview between Jesus and Nicodemus,

from the Sacred Text. — Idea of Nicodemus.— Faith and its Em-
blem.— Renewal by Faith.— Spiritual Birth. — Renovation.— End

of Human Life.— Renovation of Life. — Holiness of Infancy. —
Prayer. — Fallen Spirits. — Perversion of Childhood. — Infancy an

Emblem of Holiness,



CONTENTS. V

CONVERSATION XXIX.

RESTAURATION OF SPIRIT.

SPIRITUAL, RENEWAL.

Idea of the Supernatural.— Interview between Jesus and Nicodemus,

from the Sacred Text.— Type of Retribution. — Naughtiness. — Im-

aginative Faith. — Ideality of Jesus. — Sense of Supernatural.

—

Restauration»— Idea of Spiritual Renewal. — Peccability of Child-

hood. — Emblem of Spiritual Agency. — Type of Selt-Sacrifice. —
Type of Conscience. — Open-heartedness, 47

CONVERSATION XXX.
SPIRITUAL UNION.

FAITH AND LOVE.

John's Testimony to Jesus, from the Sacred Text. — Efficacy of Faith.

— Supremacy of Spirit. — Paternal and Filial Union. — Perpetuity of

Spirit. — Idea of Death and Heaven. — Type of Spiritual Union. —
Faith in the Supernatural. — Supremacy of Faith. — Retribution. —
Spiritual Union, 56

CONVERSATION XXXI.

SPIRITUAL INTREPIDITY,

COURAGE AND PUSILLANIMITY.

Imprisonment of John the Baptist, from the Sacred Text. — Spiritual

Restraint. — Moral Courage. — Power of Reproof. — Connexion be-

tween Self-indulgence and Cowardice. — Repentance.— Emblem of

Self-indulgence. — Spiritual Illumination, 63

CONVERSATION XXXII.

SPIRITUAL PURITY.

HOLINESS.

Interview between Jesus and the Woman of Samaria, from the Sacred

Text. — Emblem of Holiness. — Blindness of Sensualism.— Materi-

alism of the Outward Senses. — Sensuality. — Emblem of Spiritual

Purity. — Emblem of Sensuality. — Fruits of Purity. — Fruits of



VI CONTENTS.

Impurity. — Spiritual Renewal. — Perpetuity of Holiness. — Wea-

riness of Spirit. — Spiritual Purity. — Immortality,

CONVERSATION XXXIII.

SPIRITUAL WORSHIP.

PRAYER AND PRAISE.

Conversation of Jesus with the Samaritan Woman, from the Sacred

Text. — Immortality.— Emblem of IJoliness. — Iilolatry. — Spiritual

Worship. — Sincerity. — Idea of prayer. — Actual Prayer. — Respon-

sive Prayer. — Ritual of Worship. — Prayer of Faith. — Forgiveness.

— Dramatic Prayer. — Devotion to the Holy. — Idea of Universal

Adoration and Praise. — Reverence of the Godlike in Conscience. —
Reverence of Humanity. — Reverence of the Invisible. — Admira-

tion of Nature. — Spiritual Awe. — Supremacy of Spirit over Nature.

— Worldliness. — Release fiom the Flesh. — Instinct of Adoiation in

Infancy. — Subject, .... ...'... 75

CONVERSATION XXXIV.

SPIRITUAL SUBSISTENCE.

Conversation of Jesu3 with his Disciples, from the Sacred Text. — Em-
blem of Spiritual Excellence. — Piety. — Philanthropy. — Spirituali-

ty. — Spiritual Obedience. — Practical Duties. — Temperance.— End

of Life. — Diffusion of Good. — Self-Knowledge, ....

CONVERSATION XXXV.

QUICKENING AGENCY OF SPIRIT.

REANIMATION.

Healing of the Nobleman's Son, from the Sacred Text. — Sensualism.

— Spiritualism. — Spiritual Faith. — Healing Agency of Faith. — Faith

and Reason. — Pictures of the Curing. — Revival of Consciousness.

— Divine Radiance.— Primal Holiness or Depravity. — Sympathetic

Faith. — Ideal Physician. — School for Physical and Spiritual Culture,



CONTENTS. Til

CONVERSATION XXXVI.
SUPREMACY OF SPIRITUAL FORCE.

AWE.

Beading in the Synagogue at Nazareth, from the Sacred Text. —
Awe. — Moral Fearlessness. — Forbearance. — Self-Reproof. — Awe
of Innocence.— Natural in tlie Supernatural.— Preaching.— Preju-

dice and Partiality.— Moral Influence, 103

CONVERSATION XXXVII.
INSPIRATION OF GENIUS.

DIVINE ELOQUENCE.

Jesus teaching on the Sabbath at Capernaum, from the Sacred Text. —
Effect of Eloquence.— Person and features of Jesus. — Gravity and

Sincerity.— Seriousness and Soberness. — Eloquence.— Spiritual Per-

version. — Spir-itual Doctrine.— Agency of Faith. — Thought and

Language.— Genius. — Supernatural in Conscience, . . . 113

CONVERSATION XXXVIII.

SPIRITUAL INFLUENCE.

EXAMPLE.

Review.— Sense of the Supernatural. — The Miraculous Draught of

Fishes, from the Sacred 'J'ext — Emblem of Spiritual Force. —
Example. — Amusement.— Emblem of Cruelty.— Idea of the Mira-

cle.— Emblem of Providence. — Pictures of the Scene. — Impres-

sion of Holiness. — Astonishment.— Subject. — Cruel Sports, . J20

CONVERSATION XXXIX.
SENSUALITY OF SPIRIT.

SELF-INDULGENCE.

Review. — Casting out of the Unclean Spirits, from the Sacred Text.

— Unclean Spirits.— Ideas and Emblems of Unclean Spirits. — Gene-

ration of Unclean Spirits. — Generation of Demons or Devils. —
Sensuality. — Transformation of Appetites into Passions. — Self-Accu-

ation. — Phases of Appetite and Passion. — Cause of Insanity. — Self-



Vlll CONTENTS.

Denial. — Self-Mastery. — Reputation. — Application of tlie Subject.

— Tlieory of Demoniacal Possession, 132

CONVERSATION XL.

SPIRITUAL INVIGORATION.

HEALING.

Healing of Peter's Wife's Mother, from the Sacred Text.— Gratitude.

— Healing Power of Faith.— Moral Influence. — Functions of Spirit.

— efficacy of Faith. — Ctuickening Agency of Faith.— Ministry of

Punishment. — Example. — Appetites and Passions. — Evil Speaking.

— Self-indulgence.— Illustration of Self-Mastery. — Love and Sym-

pathy. — Subject, 146

CONVERSATION XLI.

MINISTRATION OF SPIRIT.

PHILANTHROPY.

Itinerant Ministry of Jesus, from the Sacred Text.— Prayer.— Practice

and Forms of Prayer. — Miracles, Spiritual and Material. — Philan-

thropy. —- Philanthropists.— Idea of the Kingdom of God. — Divine

and Human Nature. — Idea of the Gospel. — Theory of Healing.

—

Lunacy.— Subject.— Remarks, 158

CONVERSATION XLII

SPIRITUAL PURIFICATION.

Review. — The Cleansing of the Leper, from the Sacred Text. — Effica-

cy of Faith.— Idea of Compassion.— Illustrations. — Misapprehension

of Holiness. — Spiritual Influence.— Human Electricity.— Instances,

Theory and Cause of Leprosy.— Homage.— Emblem of Humility.

— Subject,



CONTENTS. IX

CONVERSATION XLIII.

APOSTACY OF SPIRIT.

IMPIETY.

Curing the Paralytic at Capernaum, from the Sacred Text. — Seat

and Ground of Faith. — Generation of Disease. — Pictures of the

Scene.— Healing Efficacy of Faith and Repentance Spiritual and

Physical Renewal. — Congenital Disease.— Origin of Physical Evil.

Temptation.— Blasphemy.— Blasphemy of Humanity. — Subject. —
— Remarks, 181

CONVERSATION XLIV.

IMITATION OF SPIRIT.

DISCIPL.ESHIP.

Review.— The Calling of Matthew, from the Sacred Text.— Ideas of

the Conversation.— Holiness. — Discipleship.— Influences of Nature.

— Pictures of the Scene.— Idea ofMiracles.— Analogies.— Influence

of Example, — Practical Holiness.— Instances and Illustrations,

—

Obedience of the Faculties, — Subject.— Close 193

CONVERSATION XLV.

SPIRITUAL INSTINCT.

SUPERSTITION.

Review.— Healing of the Impotent Man at the Pool of Bethesda, from

the Sacred Text. — Ideas and Pictures of the Scene. — Medicinal

Springs.— Superstition.— Awe of the Invisible.— Imaginative Fears.

— Ideas of the Miracle.— Formality. — Examples.— Faith. — The
Conversation . . . 205

CONVERSATION XLVI.

RESURECTION OF SPIRIT.

SPIRITUAI, REVIVAL.

Review.— Conversation of Jesus with the Jews on the Cure of the

Impotent^Man, from the Sacred Text. — Wholesome Food. — Re-

VOL. II. B



C CONTENTS.

tribution. — Type of the Appetites and Passions.— Repentance and

Contrition. — Illustration of Contrition. — Confession of Faults.

—

duickening Agency of Conscience.— Spiritual Renewal.— Persecu-

tion. — Activity of Spirit. — Unity of Spirit.— Limitations of the

Flesh. — Paternity of Spirit.— Spiritual Renovation.— Retribution.

— Subject, 217

CONVERSATION XLVII.

UNITY OF SPIRIT.

CONSCIENTIOUSNESS.

Review. — Conversation of Jesus with the Jews after the Cure of the

Impotent Man, from the Sacred: Text. — Spiritual Insight. — Spirit-

ual Blindness. — Spiritual Evidence.— Witness of Spirit, — Immuta-

bility of Conscience. — Voice of Conscience.— Ubiquity of Con-

science. — Practical Holiness. — Grounds of Faith. — Evidence of

Consciousness. — Invisibility of Spirit. — Record of Spirit. — Duality

of Spirit. — Subject, 229

CONVERSATION XLVIII.

SABBATH OF SPIRIT.

HOLY TIME.

Review. — The Disciples plucking the Ears of Corn, from the Sacred

Text. — Ideas of Labor. — Sunday Employments.— Sunday Readings.

— Church-going.— End of Sunday or Sabbath. — Meditation. ~ Idea

of Sunday Duties. —Devotion. — Cheerfulness Prayer, spontane-

ous and formal. — Lord's Prayer. — Spiritual Greatness.— Emblem.

~ Holiness. — Sabbath in the Soul.— Subject, .... 239

CONVERSATION XLIX.

SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL RELATIONS.

APPETITES AND PASSIONS.

Review. — Healing of the Withered Hand, from the Sacred Text.—

Anger and Indignation. — Paralysis. — Awe of Holiness. — Illustra-

tion. — Self-Knowledge. — Self-Insight. — Phases of Spirit. — Self-

indulgence. — Countenance of Spirit. — Emblems of the Passions. —
idea of the Scene. — Emblem. — Idea of the Cure.— Centres of Ac-

tion. — Physiology and Psychology Identity of Spirit. — Spiritual



CONTENTS. XI

Nurture. — Origin of Disease. — Seat of Appetite. -— Hunger. —
Organs of Appetite. — Seat of Hunger. — Opinions of the Children.

— Subject. — Method of the Conversations, . . . - , 951

CONVERSATION L

FORESIGHT OF SPIRIT.

PROPHECY.

Review. — Multitudes follow Jesus, from the Sacred Text. — Mira-

cles. — Preaching. — Prophecy. — Idea of Prophets. — Conditions of

Prophecy. — Prophetic Instincts. — Inspiration. — Sympathy with

Suffering and Sorrow.— Reformation.— Gentiles. — Imperfection. —
Subject. — Suspension of the Conversations. — Synopsis of the pre-

ceding Conversations. — Close, 267

ERRATA.

Page xii of Editor's Preface, line 8, for though read through.

" xix " " " 6, " ought " aught.

" 111, Conversation XIV, omit the words " before the " preceding Vul-

gar iEra, and in all the following extracts from the Sacred Text, to Conver-

sation XXX. page 56, vol. ii.

Page 120, Conv. XV. line 3, for fourteen read eighteen.

'• 17n, •< XXI. " 26, " Josevh " Josiah.





RECORD

CONVERSATIONS ON THE GOSPELS

View of Mr. Alcott and the Children conversing.
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makes you behave better than what you vv^ould do, if

we did not have them ?

(Many raised their hands.)

Do you think that you all understand them fully?

Nathan. I understand a good deal.

( The rest raised their hands.)

Mr. Alcott. What is the use of these Conversa-

tions?

Samuel T. They teach us about Jesus Christ, so

that we may learn to be good ourselves.

Lucia. They teach us about Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Why do I wish you to understand

Jesus Christ?

John B. Because Jesus Christ teaches us to obey

our Consciences.

Augustine. We are restrained by the same reasons

as restrained Jesus Christ.

Mr. Alcott. Is all the influence a restraint?

Augustine. No ; we are encouraged by faith in him.

Mr. Alcott. What do we study and believe in, by

studying and having faith in Jesus Christ?

Augustine. The Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Do you mean the Father?

Augustine. No ; the Son-Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Can your Spirit be a Son-Spirit?

Augustine. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. How?
Augustine. By being like Jesus, acting as he did —

obeying Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Why do we make pictures of Jesus

Christ's life and actions?

George K. So we may copy him.

Charles. We have his spiritual example.

Andrew. He teaches us to obey Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Where is Conscience?

Andrew. It is in me ; it comes from God. Jesus

had the best Conscience that ever was.



FAITH. 3

Mr. Alcott. And does the study of his Conscience

enlighten yours.''

Andrew. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Is there any one word that means and

includes Conscience in you, in Jesus Christ, and in God.'

One. Spirit.

Mr. Alcott then read the

FIRST DISCIPI^ES OF JESUS.

Before the
Vulgar ^ra, 20.

Julian Period,
4739.

Bethabara.

Faith.

OHN i. 35, to the end.

35 Again, the next day after, John stood, and

two of his disciples
;

36 And looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith. Behold

the Lamb of God !

37 And the two disciples heard him speak, and they fol-

lowed Jesus.

38 Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith

unto them, What seek ye ? They said unto him, Rabbi,

fwhich is to say, being interpieted, Master,) where dwellest

thou ?

39 He said unto them. Come and see. They came and

saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day j for it

was about the tenth hour.

40 One of the two which heard John speak, and followed

him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.

41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto

him, We have found the Messias, which is, being inter-

preted, the Christ.

42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld

him, he said. Thou art Simon the Son of Jona : thou shall

be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.

43 The day following Jesus would go forth into Galilee,

and findeth Philip, and saith unto him. Follow me.

44 Now Philip was of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and

Peter.

45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him. We have

found him, of whom * Moses in the law, and the f prophets,

t Ps. xvi. 9, 10, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.

& 22, &. c.]cx.\ii. ^g ^jjj Nathanael said unto him. Can there any good
11. Isa. VII. 14, ./ =>

& ix. 6. & xl. 10, thing come out of Nazareth.? Philip saith unto him. Com*
11.&1.6.&53. and see.

^t^'-.^'^Vi' ^ir:^ 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him,
XXXlli* -1 *) lO.

Ezek. xx.xiv. 23. Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile !

in the road to

Galilee.
* Gen. iii. 15.

& xxii. 18. &
xxvi. 4. &
xlix. 10. Num.
xxi. 9. Deut.
xviii. 15.
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Before the 48 Nathanael said unto him, Whence knowest thou me?
Vulgar ^ra, 26. jesus answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called
Julian Period,

, , , , , ,. ^ ,

4739. thee, when tliou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee.

49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him. Rabbi, thou

art the Son of God ; thou art the King of Israel.

50 Jesus answered and .«aid unto liini, Because I said unto

&. xxxvii. 25. thee, I saw thee under the fig-tree, believest thou .' thou

P?"„,\^- 24 Mic.
si,ait see greater things than these.

vii. 2i). Mai. 111.
^ "^

I. Sc iv. 2. ^^ ^"'i ^'6 saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto you,

Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of man.

Augustine. They followed him because
Faith in Spirit,

^j^^^ thought " Lamb of God" must mean
Christ.

George K. I think they did not mean that he should

turn and speak to them ; they wanted to see him do

some miracles.

Lemuel. So do L
Mr. Alcott. Then you do not think they followed

in faith, but from curiosity.^ What are the greatest

miracles f

Lemuel. Spiritual miracles.

Welles. I think they had fahh. They did not

follow to see things with their eyes, but to be made

better.

John B. So I think ; they wanted him to teach them

to be better ; though they liked to see miracles.

Frederic They expected every thing good.

Mr. Alcott. How many of you have faith in all

good people, and believe some good thing will come

from their influence f

(Many.)

Emma. I think their faith was the true faith.

Mr. Alcott. Who think they have faith in good-

ness, or true faith ; and who would have more faith

in something which came to their eyes as extraordi-

nary.?



One. We ought to have more faith in goodness, but

we do not always.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that all instruction

comes from Goodness ?

All. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Would your faith in Jesus have been

increased, had you seen him doing miracles?

Charles. No ; I think we believe in Jesus more
than those people could, because we knew all they

knew, and more too.

(Every scholar spoke on this question intelligently ;

expressing the Idea that true Faith was excited by

the inward rather than by any external manifesta-

tion. )

Mr. Alcott. Why did they want to know
Example. , u j i..iwhere he dwelt?

Charles. They wanted to observe his habits, to see

how he acted, so as to do so too. They wanted to hear

him talk, so as to think as he did.

Mr. Alcott. He said " Come and see."

Charles. That was a plain answer.

Frederic They must live with him, to get the

knowledge they could get in no other way, so they

"abode with him that day."

Ellen. He wanted to encourage them to be his dis-

ciples.

Mr. Alcott. What feeling made him say, " Come
and see " ?

Several. Hospitality. Gentlemanliness. Polite-

ness. Kindness. Affection.

(Mr. Alcott remarked on the true meaning of the word

gentleman.)

Mr. Alcott. What do you think they talked of that

day?
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Several. They talked about religion ; about Spirit,

They asked where he came from ; what he would do.

Mr. Alcott. How were the manners of
Affability. - ^

J«\susr

Several. Gentle. Graceful. Cheerful. Sweet.

Full of bright smiles.

Mr. Alcott. What manners do you think Chris-

tianity, that is, the thoughts and feelings that were in

Jesus Christ, would give every one ? Do you think

that if a child grew up as gentle as Jesus, as respectful

to the old, as tender to every companion, without ill

temper, indolence, or want of feeling, he would be

graceful and polite?

(He enlarged, and they responded affirmatively.)

So they passed the time delightfully. Do you think

that you ever had any such time ?

Several. Yes ; these Conversations on
Idea of jggug Christ.
Coaversationa.

Others. In good ministers^ talk.

Others. In sermons.
Idea of
Ministers One. Some sermons are dry.
and Sermons.

^^^ Alcott. Who have delightful ideas

and feelings aljout ministers ?

{Almost all held up hands.)

How many take great pleasure in hearing sermons t

{A few.)

Emma. Dr. Channing is so easy to understand.

Susan and Othrhs. I never understand any thing.

Francis. I can understand Mr. Barnard.

Several. I never understand all that any minister

says.

Mr. Alcott. Why did Andrew go and
Fraternal

fj.j^j Peter.?
Affection.

Emma. Because he loved him, and wanted

him to hear too.
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Mr. Alcott. Do you think Andrew was a good

brother.''

Several. Yes. Kind. Generous. AfFeetionate.

Charles. He had faith that Jesus was Christ.

Mr. Alcott. What does Christ mean.?
Names of Jesus. „ ht • iCharles. Messiah.

Ggorge K. Saviour.

Mr. Alcott. What does Saviour mean.''

Charles. One w})o saves you from sin.

Mr. Alcott. Jesus (the Hebrew word) means, he

saves ; Emmanuel means, God present ; Christ means,

annointed with oil ; Messiah means, a Messenger sent.

Why did Jesus call Simon a Stone 7

fnTr^'epiJity
AuGusTiNE and Andrew. Stouc represents

Faith.

George B. Courage.

Lemuel. Courage to suffer.

Nathan and Lucia. Because he was strong.

Frederic No ; it was because he was hard-hearted

and would deny Jesus.

Emma. Peter seemed often to speak without think-

ing, but this is no emblem of that.

Charles. Peter always spoke true to his feelings.

Mr. Alcott. Why did Jesus call Philip.''

George K. To instruct him.

Mr. Alcott. What did Philip mean by what he

said to Nathanael?

Charles. He wanted Nathanael to have the same

advantages of instruction.

Mr. Alcott. What was meant by ''an
Guilelessness. » ^• • i i .. ^

Israelite indeed ".''

Several. Honest. Unpretending. Not hypocritical.
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Mr. Alcott. Have any of you guile, that is, cun-

ning, pretension, prejudice, deceptive habits?

{Several held up hands.)

Have any of you guile in yourselves, pretence, de-

ception ?

Emma. Very likely I have guile, but I do not know
it if I have.

Mr. Alcott. Who have guile in themselves.?

{Jill rose hut Emma.)
What does beguiled mean?
Several. Deceived. Led away.

Mr. Alcott. What "greater things" did
Spintnai Jesus mean that Nathanael should see?phenomena.

FREDERIC Turning their souls.

Charles. Miracles.

Franklin. Such as raising the dead, See.

Mr. Alcott. What did these prove?

Franklin. God's power and Jesus' faith.

Mr. Alcott. If any one had his faith, could he have

God's power also?

Franklin. Yes ; but nobody has.

Mr. Alcott. What was the greatest thing which

Jesus did ?

Edward J. and Others. Raising Lazarus.

Emma. I cannot tell what was greatest.

Charles and John B. The Crucifixion ; because it

had so much self-sacrifice.

Augustine. The Transfiguration, for that showed

he could make their thoughts open, so they could see

heaven.

Lemuel. The Crucifixion, because he bore it so.

Franklin. And was so patient with the insults.

Emma. And he had such patience with his disciples,

who went to sleep that night when he asked them to

pray for him.
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Mr. Alcott. Those who think that these virtues are

greater, more wonderful, require a higher power, than

raising the dead, may rise.

{Ml rose.)

What does it mean by the angels of God

ofSpiHt! "ascending and descending upon the Son

of man ".''

Charles. The inward Spirit opens, and good
thoughts go out and come in to the Soul.

Mr. Ajlcott. Do the rest think Charles is right.?

Welles. I think he meant something besides.

{All the rest agreed loith Charles.)

Mr. Alcott. Why is Jesus called "the

iZr.lT^ Son of man".?
Lineage.

Augustine. Because God is the only real

Man ; common men are not perfect men. Jesus was
the only Perfect Man because he was God.

{Franklin agreed.)

Charles. He w^as called " Son of man " because he

was the child of earthly parents.

Lemuel. Because his body was the Son of man
j

but his spirit was the Son of God.

Welles. I don't know why he should be called the

Son of man more than any body else.

Mr. Alcott. The "Son of man" may mean his

Humanity, and the "Son of God" his Divinity. He
was surely the Son of man ; and some deem him so

perfect that they make him God, as Augustine has said.



CONVERSATION XXIV
SPIRITUAL REFINEMENT.

CHASTITY.

Marriage Festival at Cana, from tlie Sacred Text.— Affability.— Human Su-

premacy. — Views of Phenomena. — Idea and Emblem of Purity.— Views

of Phenomena. — Intermission. — Origin and Cause of Miracles in Spirit.

—

Types of Miraculous Agency. — Apprehension of Phenomena. — Type of

Marriage and Chastity.— Recorder's Remark.

Mr. Alcott. Where did we leave Jesus.'*
°^"'^'

Several. In Galilee, with John, and An-

drew, and Peter.

Mr. Alcott. Do you remember the last words?

George K. " Hereafter ye shall see heaven open,

and the angels of God ascending and descending upon

the Son of man."

Frederic. And we said, that meant good thoughts

entering in and proceeding from the Spirit of man.

Mr. Alcott then read tiie

MARRIAGE FESTIVAL, AT CANA, IN GALILEE.

JoH.N ii. 1-12.

1 And the third day there was a marriage in

Before the Affability. q^^-^^^ of Galilee 5 and the mother of Jesui

was there.Vulvar JEra, 27.

Julian Period,
,, , j , .• • 1 . .u

4740. 2 And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the

larriuge.

3 And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus eaith

unto him, They have no wine.

4 Jesus saith unto her. Woman, what have 1 to do with

thee .'' mine liour is not yet come.

5 His mother saith unto the servants, W^hatsoever he saith

unto you, do it.



Cana in Galilee.

*Mark vii. 3.

t Ch. 1.
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Before the 6 And there were set there six water-pots of stone, * after

Vulgar ^ra,27.
^j^g manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or

Julian Period,
, ^ , . .

4740. three hrkins apiece.

7 Jesus saith unto them, Fill the water-pots with water.

And they filled them up to the brim.

8 And he saith unto tliom, Draw out now, and bear unto

the Governor of the feast. And they bare it.

9 When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that

was made wine, and knew not whence it was : (but the ser-

vants which drew the water knew ;) the governor of the

feast called the bridegroom,

iO And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth

set forth good wino ; and when men have well drunk, then

that which is worse ; but thou hast kept the good wine until

now.

11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Gali-

lee, f and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples be

lieved on him.

12 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, and his

t Mat. xii. 46 mother, and his brethren, and | his disciples : and they con-

tinued there not many days.

and asked the usual question.
,

JosiAH. The changing of the water into

Human wine interested me most. If we had faith,
Supremacy.

j x i i i-

and were as good as Jesus, we could change

water into wine.

Mr. Alcott. Do all think so.?

(^Most held up hands.)

Nathan. I liked the water changing into

Views of wine. He had more spirit than we have.
Phenomena.

. i .

but I don't see how he did it.

Edward J. I liked his mother telling him there was

no wine.

Martha. I was most interested in his answer. I

thought it meant that his time to do the miracle would

come. I was rather surprised that his mother told him

they had no wine. It seemed as if she believed he could

make some, and yet he had worked no miracles before.
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George K. I thought, when he said, "My hour is

not yet come," that he meant his hour to die was not

yet come, so he would do this miracle.

Andrew. I cannot express my thoughts about his

turning water into wine.

John B. And I cannot express my thought about his

saying, "Woman, what have I to do with thee?" and

yet I think I know what it means.

Mr. Alcott. Do you often have thoughts which

you cannot express?

John and Andrew. Yes.

Augustine. I had some thoughts I could not express

about the angels of God ascending and descending upon

the Son of man.

Franklin. I thought in this place, that Mary had

faith that Jesus would do the miracle, and his answer

meant that he would, bye and bye. It is plain she

expected it, from what she said to the servants-

Frederic. I think as George said.

{He repeated it.)

Lemuel. I thought "mine hour is not yet come,"

meant the hour to do the miracle.

George B. I saw the stone watering pots in the

court.

Alexander. I do not think we could turn water into

wine, even if we were as good as Jesus.

Samuel R. I think his answer meant, that there was

no need of making the wine quite yet.

Mr. Alcott. Was it such wine as we have in our

decanters?

Samuel R. No ; it tasted like wine, but it ^vas like

water. It would not intoxicate.

George K. I think it was a mysterious medicinal

wine.

Lemuel. I think they were made to think it was

wine.
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Mr. Alcott. Was the miracle worked in their

minds or upon the water?

{Half thought one way, half the other.)

Emma. I think his mother telling him there was no
wine, shows her faith in him.

Lucia. I have nothing to say, but I was interested.

Mr. Alcott. I like to have you say freely, that you
have nothing to say, when you have nothing.

But now can you tell me what is the significance of
this?

(None answered.)

What does marriage mean?

JSr/pS;. George K. Deep love.

Charles. Union of Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. What did Jesus mean to teach by this

miracle?

Hales. What he could do.

Emma. His faith and power.

Nathan. For us to belie v^e in God as he did.

Charles. It was to teach temperance.

Frederic Faith in God.

( The rest said they did not know.)

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that you see all the

meaning of this miracle?

(All.)

When you were talking of the Temptation, you were
somewhat puzzled, as you are now, for you were

thinking altogether of outward things. The mountain,

the pinnacle of the temple, troubled you. Can you not

turn your thoughts inward, as you did then, and ask

yourselves, what these things may be emblems of?

Charles. Water is an emblem of purity.

Mr. Alcott. And wine?

( There was no answer.)

And the change?

VOL. ir. 2
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Lemuel. Of growing better ; making good better.

One. The bride was purity.

Mr. Alcott. Charles said marriage was spiritual

union. Can you work up these emblems into some-

thing.''

Nathan. The water meant purity, the wine good-

ness.

Mr. Alcott. And did Christ's presence sanctify the

union .''

Augustine. There must have been real

Phenomena.
View of wine made, for the governor of the feast

tasted it.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that to view it all as an

outward fact, would be more interesting and wonderful,

than to view it as emblematic?

Augustine. No ; not more wonderful ; but that is

the way it really was.

Mr. Alcott. Did he do this to gratify their appe-

tites ?

Augustine. No ; but to supply their wants.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that the whole matter

was simply that there was a wedding, and there was not

wine enough, and Jesus being there, kindly made them

some wine.^

Augustine and Others. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you think that it means

more ?

(»Some rose.)

Now all who think Jesus turned water into wine, liter-

ally and actually, may rise.

(All rose.)

And as an emblem of a beautiful truth.''

( They still stood up.)

(Here there was an intermission, and when
ntermission,

^^^^ assembled again, Mr. Alcott again read
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the passage, paraphrasing the fourth verse,— " Wo-

man, my thoughts are not like yours; you are think-

ing of making ivine ; I am thinking xohat wine sig-

nifies.'^)

Mr. Alcott. What does this whole story signify?

{No answer.)

Which do you think was the greatest miracle, to change

water into wine, or to open the minds of men into

the real meaning of marriage?

(No answer.)

Where do miracles begin?
Origin and Cause
of Miracles ill (No miSWer.)
Spirit.

-p^ ^j^^y begin in the Spirit, and flow out

into things, or begin in things?

Several. In the Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Where is the cause of miracles?

Several. In the Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Where is the Life that causes a seed

to spring out and seek the light?

Lucia. In God.

Mr. Alcott. Where is God?

Lucia. In the seed.

Mr. Alcott. How Is spiritual " glory " shown forth ?

Lucia. By being good.

„, p,.. Mr. Alcott. Give me some fact of Na-
Types of Mirac-

_

uious Agency, ture, by which spiritual glory is shown forth

Augustine. In the oak coming out of the acorn.

Andrew. In the rose coming out of the bud, for

there is power.

Franklin. Dr. Channing shows forth spiritual glory

in his thoughts and feelings, when he preaches and tries

to make people good.

Emma. God shows forth glory in Nature, and in the

Soul of man.
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Samuel T. A little baby shows forth spiritual glory.

Martha. A dove shows forth God's glory.

Alexander. An elephant shows forth patience and

nobleness.

George K. A lion shows forth the power of God.

Others. The sun. The moon. The stars, &c.

Mr. Alcott. The glory is not of things themselves
;

but things shadow forth the glory of God.

Does any outward thing show it forth completely?

Lions, flowers, stars?

( They signified dissent while he remained in the Out-

ward creation; but when he said,)

In Human Nature?

All. Yes ; in Jesus Christ.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that Jesus showed forth

all the glory of God ; that nothing at all was withheld?

{Some said yes, some no.)

Now tell nie, do you think the change of

ofPhenomeu'a. water into wine was actually made in the

outward world?

(Ml held up hands but Francis and Franklin.)

Was that all the miracle?

(Ml said no, but Alexander and Augustine.)

Augustine. I think be had no other meaning than to

show that he was willing to supply their needs.

Mr. Alcott. Had Jesus never performed any other

miracle, should you have regarded this as something

very great?

(Most held up hands.)

Welles. If he had not done any other miracle, I

should have thought that Jesus brought the wine him-

self.

Franklin. I think the miracle was em-
Typo of Marriage blematic.
and Cliastity.

Mr. Alcott. Do others think so? and of

w^hat?
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John B. It was emblematic of power.

Franklin. I think it was emblematic of purity,

united to greaterpurity— to faith and love.

Emma. And that is marriage.

Mr. Alcott. Is marriage an emblem.-*

Emma. Yes ; it is an emblem of two spirits united

in purity and love.

Samuel R. I think the whole story is an emblem of

changing good into better.

George K. I think water was pure, and wine was
purer, and it signified that they must purify their spirits.

Martha. The wine was purer than the water.

Augustine. Wine is not so pure as water— water

represents truth.

Andrew. I think the wine was the Spirit of Jesus.

Welles. Water represents purity, but wine means

more things, love, faith, &,c.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever hear the word Chastity.?

That word represents something more than purity, for

it implies self-restraint. This story may represent

deep love, as one of you said at the beginning of the

Conversation, and when deep love is restrained by

principles, it is chastity.

Recorder. I think you have led the child-

Remafk'^'^
I'cn into an allegorical interpretation of

this passage, when their own minds did not

tend towards it. In no conversation has it been so diffi-

cult to keep them to the subject, nor have you sug-

gested so much. I cannot help being gratified at this,

myself; because I do not believe the Evangelist had any

idea of setting forth any thing but the kind sanction of

Jesus to the innocent festivities which celebrate mar-

riage.

Mr. Alcott. It is remarkable, that this is the only

instance in which I have premeditated one of these

2*
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Conversations. I studied this passage beforehand, and

in no instance have we succeeded so ill. It is better

to give the subject up to the children, and let them lead

us where they will. The course pursued in this, is in

violation of the plan proposed at the beginning of the

Conversations, and confirms the naturalness of that

plan, by the want of success which has attended this

effort. I think this worthy of remark.



CONVERSATIOxN XXV.

INSTINCTIVE INSPIRATION.

ENTHUSIASM.

Purification of the Temple, from the Sacred Text. — Idea of Indignation.

—

Emblem of Indignation.— Moral Intimidation.— Awe.— Dramatic Em-

blem.— Religious Enthusiasm.— Self-Purification. — Worship.

Mr. Alcott read the

PURIFICATION OF THE TEMPLE.

John ii. 13-17.

Before the v -c • ^^ ^^^ ^^^ Jews' passover was at hand, and
Vulgar yEra^Q7.

i-unbcation.
j^gug „.ent up to Jerusalem,

" '^40^"^ ' 14 * And found in the temple those that sold oxen and

sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting :

Temple at Jeru- ]5 ^^id when he had made a scourge of small cords, he

* Matt xxi. 1''. '^''o^'® them all out of the temple, and the sheep, and the

Mark xi. 15. oxen ; and poured out the changers' money, and overthrew
Luke xix. 45. the tables

;

16 And said unto them that sold doves. Take these things

hence ; make not my Father's house an house of merchandize.

17 And his disciples remembered that it was written,

t Ps Ixix 9. t '^he zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.

Mr. Alcott explained the origin of the Feast, the

courts of the Temple, &c, and asked the usual question.

JosiAH. Jesus meant to show them that

I'^dfo'^^ti n
^^^y were wicked in making any place to

worship God in, a place for any thing else.

I can see Jesus going into the temple, and the little

tables of shops, and the sheep lying about. Jesus was
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smiling when he went in ; but when he sees this he looks

pretty cross.

Mr. Alcott. What feeling has he in his mind?

JosiAH. 1 have had it sometimes— he feels that they

ought not to do so.

Emma. It was indignation.

Mr. Alcott. What is the difference between anger

and indignation ?

Emma. Anger wants to hurt, to injure ; but indigna-

tion only feels the wrong, and wants to have others feel

so too.

Mr. Alcott. Is the outward expression alike.''

Emma. No ; when indignant one looks resolute.

Ellen. I think it was a sorrowful look in Jesus.

Emma. Yes ; there is sorrow in indignation.

Frederic. He felt displeasure ; there was no anger,

nor peevishness, nor fretfulness. He seemed rather

impatient, but not worrisome ; he wanted to get them

away quick.

Franklin. I have thought he cried a little.

Andrew. His feeling was sorrowfulness for their

using the temple of God as a shop.

Lemuel. He looks red at the men who are selling in

the temple.

Mr. Alcott. Is anger right?

Lemuel. No ; but indignation is, when it does not

go too far.

Frederic. When it does not come to blows. But

he did not use the whip.

Mr. Alcott. Who else think he did not use the

whip?

( The majority thought he did not.)

What was the whip for?

Several. It was an emblem of warning.

Emblem of Others. Of indignation. Of chastise-
Chastisement. °

ment.
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Mr. Alcott. What made them all ^o out.

Intimidation.
Moral

-f j^g ^jj j^Qj yg^3 ^^^ ^^.j^jp p

JosiAH. He took the whip to drive the

cattle out.

Mr. Alcott. What made the people go out?

JosiAH. Because they were afraid he would whip

them. And yet it seems as if it was a kind of deception

to have frightened them so. My mind is not clear about

it. He must have known that he would have frightened

them with his whip, and yet he could not have intended

for one moment to whip them.

Emma. They went out because he tokl

them to go, and they were ashamed of

themselves on account of something in his manner.

Augustine. I think he held up his whip, in a warn-

ing, emblematic way, and looked at each, till one by one

they went out.

John B. I think he whipped, but very calmly, with-

out passion, so as to make them think.

George K. They went out because they feared his

miraculous power.

Mr. Alcott. Was there in this act any thing hasty,

violent, or any want of self-control.''

Augustine. He never lost his self-control in his life.

Mr. Alcott. Some people have thought that Jesus

was hasty in doing this ; others have thought it was

a necessary severity, by which he showed them, in

a manner they could understand, that they' had done

what was unworthy. What do you think.

^

Emma. I think it would have been better not to have

used the whip.

Augustine, I think Jesus knew best.

Mr. Alcott. The whole scene may bs

considered as a dramatic exhibition of in-

dignant enthusiasm. I think the use of



22 RECORD OF CONVERSATIONS.

the whip was only as an emblem ; the scourge was
probably made very delil)erately before their eyes, and

the action probably attracted the attention of all.

Prophets among the Jews were in the habit of doing

emblematic things. The multitude thought him a

prophet, and they watched his doings, and were con-

victed in their consciences, and went out of themselves.

Then he overturned the money-changers' tables. " And
his disciples remembered that it was written " by their

prophets, " The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up."

What does zeal mean ?

Emma. To do things willingly.

SSlSS™. LucA. Ardently.

Frederic. The temple of God absorbed

his thoughts— that is what the rest of the words mean.

Mr. Alcott. What did Jesus come to
Self-Purification. . ^ -,

purify.'

Franklin. Our thoughts and feelings.

Frederic. Our spirits.

Mr. Alcott. Where do we go to purify our spirits.''

Frederic. To the house of God.
orsiip.

^^^ Alcott. How did Jesus begin the

work of purification.''

Frederic. He purified himself.

Mr. Alcott. By victory over temptation — and

what next?

Franklin. He purified water into wine.

Mr. Alcott. His affections-— and what next?

Franklin. The temple.

Mr. Alcott. Jesus was earnest in the purification

of the Body and the Church. He could not bear to see

the Tem|de desecrated to the ends of trade. Against

idolatry of gold he set himself on all occasions.



CONVERSATION XXVI.

IMMORTALITY OF SPIRTT,

RESURRECTION.

Review. — Jesus in the Temple, from the Sacred Text.— Dominion of Sense.

Immortality of Spirit. — Theories of Corporeal Reappearance.— Revival of

Reminiscence and Faith.— Spiritual and Material Reality.— Transfigura-

tion of Matter. — Subordination of Body in Death.— Idea of Immortality.

Mr. Alcott. What was Jesus doing, and

^vhere was he. when we left him,''

Ellen. Driving the people out of the temple at

Jerusalem ; and we concluded he did it with gentleness.

Augustine. And that he used the whip only to drive

out the cattle.

Mr. Alcott. Yes; that was Josiah's thought, and

it seemed to please you. I have mentioned it to others

since, and one person said that it was surprising that it

had never been thought of l)efore.

He then read the account of

JESUS IN TllE TEMPLE.

Before the
Vulgar ^ra, 27.

Julian Period,

4740.

Temple at Jeru-
salem.
* Matt xxvi.

GL & xxvii.40.
Mark xiv. 58.
& XV. 29.

t Heb. viii. 2,

j Luke xxiv 8.

Resurrection

John ii. 18-22.

18 Then answered the Jews and said unto

ign showest thou unto usr, see-him, * What s

ing that thou doest these things ?

19 Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this

temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

20 Then said the Jews, Forty and six years was this

temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in three days?
21 But he spake f of the temple of his body.

23 When therefore he was risen from the dead, % his disci-

ples remembered that he had said tliis unto them ; and they

believed the scripture and the word which Jesus had said.
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Mr. Alcott. Why did they ask a sign?

^f'sense?
Franklin. They wanted to know what he

meant, and wanted some miracle to tell

them.

Frederic. They wanted some sign that he had a

right to do so.

Mr. Alcott. What did his answer mean.''

Emma. That they would crucify him, and that he

should be raised.

Mr. Alcott. Why did he say ''this tem-
Immortality t>1p " ?

of Spirit. i"^ •

Lemuel. Because the Body is the Temple

of the Spirit.

Franklin. Because he happened to be in the temple.

Martha. The temple is the place where people

should go to worship God.

Samuel T. The body is a temple over the spirit.

Andrew. The body is the temple. The spirit wor-

ships—not the body.

Mr. Alcott. The Jews did not know of inward

worship ; but of outward worship. They had no idea

of any other temple than one of mortar and stone, or

of wood. "Forty and six years was this temple in

building," said they.

Franklin. After this body has decayed, it will take

some new form, such as of a little baby.

Samuel R. The flesh decays ; it becomes some

other person, or remains dust.

Andrew. If they destroyed his body, it would after-

wards help to make some other body.

Frederic I think those words of Jesus mean, that

the spirit will be raised up to heaven, after the body is

decayed, and the dust might perhaps make some other

body.

Welles. I think it meant that his spirit w®uld go

into this body and raise it up.



Theories of

RESURRECTION. 25

JosiAH. Mr. Alcott, will you tell me where
Corport^ai the Spirit of Jesus was, while his bodv was
Reappearance.

i •
, -,

hanging on the cross:

Mr. Alcott. Where was your spirit before it came
into your body.''

JosiAH. It was with God ; but still, I do not see

where his was at that time. He was going to build up
his body again in three days ; but if his spirit had been

in his body then, it would have made it alive.

Mr. Alcott, Could it not return to God, and after

three days, reenter his body?

JosiAH. 1 don't understand how it could.

Augustine. When Jesus rose from the dead, he

only seemed to be a Body to his disciples. No one else

saw him or could see him.

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you think as Augustine

does, that there was no real flesh at the resurrection?

(No answer.)

There are some who think that if his body did not come
out of the grave, Christianity is not proved. They think

that the resurrection of the body from the grave is as

important to the truth of Christianity as the resurrection

of the Soul from the Body.

Do you think the body of Jesus rose from the grave?

(Several rose.)

Martha and Frederic. I do not understand the

account of the resurrection, if his body did not rise.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think it is of small importance

that his body should rise?

(All the rest rose.)

Recorder. Did not the Evangelist mean to teach

that the body of Jesus rose and left the tomb em[)ty?

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; I think that the Evangelist

so viewed it.

Who think the flesh ascended?

(George B.)

VOL. II. S
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Frederic. I think the body rose from the grave.

Ellen. I do not think any flesh ascended, or even

rose.

Mr. Alcott. Why do painters paint a body in the

resurrection and ascension.''

Ellen. Because they could not paint a Spirit,

„ . , ^ Charles. I think the rnemorv of the dis-
Revival of
Reminiscence ciples w^ould be SO Strong in Jesus, that after
and Faith.

, i -n i i
• • • 11 1he was killed, nis spirit would watch over

the body which he had left, and they would be so afflict-

ed, that he would take a body again, and show himself to

them.

Mr. Alcott. Did he intend to take the same body?

Charles. He would be there spiritually ; and the

memory of the disciples would be so strong that he

would appear to them.

Mr. Alcott. Do others think that it was through

the strength of memory and imagination, the disciples

saw him,''

Franklin. I think both the resurrection and ascen-

sion were in the memory and imagination of the dis-

ciples ; but then they were real facts, even more real

than those which the eyes perceive.

Mr. Alcott. Which perceives the most

Si Keaihy^^'^"
^"^'^^ things, Memory, Imagination or the

the Senses,^

{Their opinions were divided.)

Mr, Alcott. What becomes of the body
Transfiguiation after death.?
of Matter,

Nathan. It becomes a part of the earth.

Mr. Alcott. Does that gro

Nathan. Yes ; it grows np in grass ; and then the

cows eat it ; and then we drink the milk of the cow,

Mr. Alcott. It is demonstrated by physiology that

the matter of the human body is changed every few
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years ; and some persons think that they can perceive

as often a renewal of ideas.

What huilds up the body.^

Franklin. The spirit.

Mr. Alcott. And when the spirit leaves the body?

Frederic. The body decays.

Mr. Alcott. And perhaps becomes a rock, or a

tree, or an animal. Matter is like a great sea ; and the

moving of matter— its universal changes— is produced

by a living Spirit which pervades it. This living Spirit

was what Jesus called the Father.

What is meant by rising from the dead?

Bodnn"DeaTh°^^hat is it to be dead? Is death, in spirits,

or in bodies?

Several. In bodies,— in matter.

Mr. Alcott. And Spirit never dies. It

Idea of
jg immortal. It endows Nature and the

Immortality.

Body with life.

Now all those may rise who think that Jesus meant

by these words, that the body which was nailed to the

cross, was to come forth from the grave in three days.

(^Several rose. The rest thought that he spoke of the

resurrection of the Spirit from the Body.)



CONVERSATION XXVII

ANALYSIS OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

HUMAN NATURE.

Mission of Jesus, from tlie Sacred Text. — Significance of the Passover.

—

Conditions of Self- Insight — Intuition of Duty. — Aspiration after Holi-

ness. — Christ in the Soul. — Faith in Humanity. — Inability of Unbe-

lief.— Spiritual Blindness. — Subsistence of the Human Spirit on Holi-

ness.— Absolute Good. — Phenomenal Existence of Evil. — Good and

Evil. — Eternity of Holiness. — Immortality of Holiness. — Religion.

— Trinity of Powers in Conscience. — Order of Spiritual Growth.

—

instinct. — Faith.— Imagination. — Reason.— Fruits of Spiritual Growth.

— Truth. — Good. — Beauty. — Elements of Absolute Being. — God.

—

Elements and Products of Human Nature. — Destiny of Humanity.

—

Irregular Growth of Powers. — Allegory of the Human Faculties. — Syn-

thesis of Being.

Mr. Alcott read the lesson for the day.

WISDOM OF JESUS.

JoHX ii. 23-25.

Before the „ , , 23 Now, when he was in Jerusalem at the
Vulgar^ra, 27. I «ychologJ^ p^^^^^^ j^ ^,,^ ^^^^^ ^ j,^,.,^^.^^ -^
Julian Period,

, .

' .m ^

4740. "'^ name, when they saw the miracles which he did.

24 But Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because

he knew all men,

25 And needed not that any should testify of man : for

* 1 Sam. xvi. 7. * he knew what was in man.

Temple at

Jerusalem.

1 Cliron. xxviii.

9. Ch. vi. 64.
Acts i. 24
Rev. ii. 23.

Significance of Edward J. The feast at Jerusalem was
the Passover, because God did so much for the Jews,

carrying them through the Red Sea.
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Ellen. The feast was the passover. That made me
think of the plagues in Egypt, and I thought, too, of the

feast at Jerusalem, and of the Jews sitting or rather re-

posing at their tables, eating such things as we do on

communion day.

„ ,. . „ Mr. Alcott. How did Jesus know
Condition of
Self-Insight. " what was in man "?

JosiAH. He was good, and he got wha
he knew from God, just as I do.

Mr. Alcott. Does God give you all the knowledge
you try after ?

JosiAH. Yes ; and he gave me one thing I did not

try after, and that is my Spirit, and he put it in my
body. My body could not go to God and try after a

spirit.

JMr. Alcott. Can your spirit carry your body to

God ?

JosiAH. No ; my body cannot even be carried to

God. Only s[)irit can go to God.

Augustine. I think Jesus knew what was in man
because he made men and always sees into them, and is

the only real man himself.

Mr. Alcott. Is man God ?

Augustine. No ; but God is the only real man.

Samuel R. I think as Augustine does, that Jesus

made man, and so he knew what was in him ; but I

cannot know, for 1 did not make him.

Mr. Alcott. Who made Jesus Christ ?

Samuel R. No one made his Spirit.

Franklin. Jesus always was.

Lemuel. God tells us something, if we
Intuition

of Daty. try to get truth.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; Jesus says, " If any

one would know of the Doctrine let him do the Will

of God."
3*
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Welles. Jesus did not need the testimony of man,

because virtue testifies itself. Conscience is its own
testifier.

Joseph. Jesus must have found out what was in

man by a miracle, for he coiild not have found it, in

the way that people find out other things.

Mr. Alcott. Where was the miracle .''

Joseph. In his mind, he was so much better than

we are.

Mr. Alcott. If you was very good, would there

be miracles in your mind .'*

Joseph. If I was as good as he. There never was

any miracle in my mind, but I should like to have one.

George K. He knew what was in man because he

was good.

Mr. Alcott. Do people know other people, ac-

cording as they are good themselves .''

George K. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Where did Jesus get his knowledge ?

Martha. He went into his own Soul.

Samuel R. I thought Jesus found out what was in

man bocause he was so good. People who are not

good do not know what is in other people.

John B. Jesus knew what was in man.
Aspiration
ufier Hoiinesa. because God told him.

Mr. Alcott. In a different way from

what he tells you ?

John B. No ; but Jesus was better, and God told

him more.

Mr. Ai-cott. Does God's telling depend on you or

on God ?

John B. God tells us all we ought to know always.

Mr. x\lcott. Then if you were as willing and

eager to be taught by God as Jesus was, could you

know as much ? is the knowledge ready for you ?
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John B. Yes ; but God gave Jesus more power than
he gave me.

Mr. Alcott. AVhether he tried or not ?

John B. No ; it does depend on trying.

Christ in
^^- Alcott. May we say that there

tiie Soul. is a Christ in the depths of our Sj)irit,*

which nicty be brought out, if we will try

as Jesus did. Do you think so .'*

(All rose but Frederic, Welles, and Augustine.)

Augustine. No
; l)ecause Jesus was God, and we

cannot be said to have God in us.

Frederic. I do not think Jesus Christ himself is in

my Spirit — but only powers equal to his.

The Rest. That was what we meant.

Emma. We have lessened our powers.

„ . , . Mr. Alcott. Must we believe in anv-
Faith in

_

•'

Humanity. thing first, in order to believe in Jesus

Christ ?

Frederic. Yes ; we must believe in God, as he

shows himself in our spirits. These people thought of

a different kind of Messiah. — A man like Alexander

the Great, or Mahomet.

Charles. I should have expected the same.

Mr. Alcott. What ! if you had read the prophets ?

Charles. Yes ; they describe him as an outward

deliverer.

Mr. Alcott. They knew that prophets sjjoke in

emblems. Strictly speaking, we cannot say that we
have the power now, because we have yielded to

temptation, but we were born with it, I think.

* This is what Josiah recalled in his conversation on the

Woman of Samaria.
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T uif r Welles. I don't think we could have so
Innbility of
Unbelief muoh power as Jesus, if we were ever so

good.

Mr. Alcott. When he was a baby, was he differ-

ent from you as a baby ?

Welles. Yes ; a little different.

Mr. Alcott. You have not so much faith in your

nature as the rest, and, you do not accomplish as much
moral work as those who believe more in their na-

ture.

„ . . , Andrew. Jesus did " not commit himself"
Spintniil

Blindn(!ss. to the bad ; for he would only tell his power

to those who coul.l understand it.

Mr. Alcott. Could bad men see his miracles .''

Andrew. No ; only the spirit's ej'es can see a mira-

cle.

Mr. Alcott. Is the outward world committed to a

blind man .''

Frederic No , because he has no eyes.

Mr. Alcott. Is there not such a thing as being

blind to the spiritual world ?

Frederic Yes ; and it is not committed to some.

Mr. Alcott. Would bad men think Jesus was

bad ?

Andrew. Yes ; because of their own badness.

Frederic Jesus only told his disciples who he was.

If he had told others, they would not have known what

he meant.

Charles. Did he not wish to tell them that he was

the Son of God ? He wanted I supjiose to see what

effect his miracles would have.

Mr. Alcott. What is this power of working mira-

cles ?

George K. Holiness.
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AIr. Alcott. But Holiness is grounded on some-

thing deeper.

Charles. On Spirit.

„. . , Mr. Alcott. Now, what does your Spirit
Suhi5istence of

,

' J i

tho Human Spirit Subsist On ?

on Holiness. ^-i /~v i^i • . o • •

J1.1.LEN. Un Christ's Spirit.

Franklin. On Holiness.

Charles. On Good or Evil.

Mr. Alcott. On what does Good and Evil sul)sist?

Ellen. Good subsists on Christ ; Evil on
Absolute Good. , . ^ . .

the oj)posite Spirit.

Charles. I don't think Evil is a real ex-
Phenomenal Ex-

j^jgjjpg Ijj^j i^ jl^p lessening of Good. It is
istence ot Lvil. ' <=

the going away from Good which is called

Evil ; there is no being to evil.

Welles. Good comes from God. It is God acting

in a man.

Andrew. Good is God in one sense ; but
Good and Evil.

,
. 11..when we say, it tastes good, we do not

mean God. Material good is not God, but we mean it

is a good to the body.

Mr. Alcott. And so there must be some of God in

it. And is not this true ; is not God Goodness, and as

much of Goodness as we get, is God.'' Man has Good

within him. God is al>solute Goodness. Now can you

tell me what your spirit lives upon?

Several. On Goodness.

Mr. Alcott. Did Goodness have any beginning or

end.''

Eternity of
Andrew. No ] it is Eternal, Immortal.

Holiness.

Immortality of Mr. Alcott. And whcn you do a good
Holiness.

.^^^^ ^^. j^,^^,^ ^ gQ^j feeling, do you revive

any thing immortal, undying in you.?

{All rose.)
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But sometimes we find it, and lose it again afterwards.

What Faculty takes hold of Goodness and
Religion. . ,i i i • i

• i
revives the Immortal withm your

Several. The Spiritual Faculty. Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. When we bring Conscience out and

make it act ; when Conscience has acted out the Spirit's

thoughts and feelings, what do we call it?

Charles. Reason.

Mr. Alcott. I think it something more than

Reason.

Several. Faith. Love. Affection. Religion.

Mr. Alcott. Is Conscience a good, or is
Trinity of

• ^^ , ,
Power.-> in itljoodnessr
Conscience. -^xr k ^ r- ^ -^ • n\ jWelles. At first, it is Goodness,

Mr. Alcott. Is Conscience an Instinct,— a Senti-

ment, or is it an Idea.''

Franklin. It is an Idea.

Others. It is all of these.

Order of Spirit-

Love and Faith.

Mr. Alcott. How much is there spiritual

uai Growth. jn Instiuct.?

Charles. A natural want.

Mr. Alcott. What comes after this want.?

(^Several answers were given, among which

were, Love, Hope, and Faith.)

Mr. Alcott. Well what comes next.''

Franklin. We imagine what it is.

magm.i ion. ^^ Alcott. And having shaped the

spiritual life in the Imagination, what comes next.''

Reason, Charles. Reason, which finds the why.

Fruits of Spirit- Mr. Alcott. What is rcason after.''

oai Growth. Charles. Truth.

Mr. Alcott. What represents Truth.?

Charles. Imagination.

Mr. Alcott. What is Imagination after?



HUMAN NATURE. 35

Charles. Truth.

Mr. Alcott. Something more.

What is the spiritual faculty. Conscience,
Good. ^ ^

after?

Charles. Good.

Mr. Alcott. And the Imagination unites them ; and

there is something which the Imagination finds that rep-

resents the union.

(^Charles did not answer.)

What do you think of that cast? [^Pointing to Chan-

try'' s cast of Lady Louisa Russel.]

Charles. It is beautiful ; the Imagination
^^" ^'

finds beauty.

Mr. Alcott. What, then, have we found in man?
Charles. Goodness, Truth, Beauty.

Mr. Alcott. Are these of us, or of God?
Charles. Of God.

AbsofuTe Being.
^^''' ^'^coTT. We may have the true, the

beautiful, and the good, within us ; but can

we have Truth, Beauty, and Goodness?

God. Charles. No ; these are God.

Mr. Alcott. The elements of human na-
Elements and
Products of ture are,
Human Nature, t mi o /-i

1. 1 he SENSE OF THE GoOD.

II. The Sentiment of the Beautiful.

III. The Idea of the True.

What is that word which comprehends all the produc-

tions of the Imagination?

(No answer.)

Is it not Art?
And what one word comprehends all the productions

of the Reason? Is it not Philosophy?
And what does the spiritual faculty. Conscience,

produce?
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Several. Religion.

Mr. Alcott. If Jesus Christ knew what

Humaimy^ was ill man, he knew all man could do and

be— that he could lay hold on Immortal-
ixy by his Spiritual Faculty, on Truth by his Rational

Faculty, on Beauty by his Imaginative Faculty.

irrn<,uiar Growth ^ave you all these elements.?

ofPoweis. All. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Who think the Spiritual Faculty in

them is behind all the others?

{All rose.)

Who think its slumber is Evil.?

{Ml.)

Who think their Imaginative Faculty is not cultivated

enough ; that they do not shape thoughts of truth and

feeling into forms of truth and art?

(Most thought so.)

Nathan. I have too much Imagination.

W^ELLES. I don't know how it is with me.

Mr. Alcott. Do you see clearly, all that you ought

to do and think ?

Welles and Nathan. No.

Mr. Alcott. Then you have not Imagination

enough. Imagination is the representative or shaping

faculty of the Soul. Now tell me, whether you have

the power of putting- all your sense of what is good, your

notion of what is true, your feeling of what is beautiful,

into words, actions, or forms?

(No7ie answered.)

Do you think this power of Imagination wants cultiva-

tion in you?

(All rose.)

Do you think that your Reasoning faculty is culti-

vated enough, — that you always know why, and have

facts to bring through your Imagination?
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(None answered.)

Can you reason without imagination?

Lemuel. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. What would )'ou have to reason on,

if you had no Imagination; what represents thoughts

and things.''

Lemuel. Imagination.

Mr. Alcott. How then could you reason without

Imagination ?

George B. You could reason on fancies.

Mr. Alcott. Fancy is Imagination's er-
Allogory of •/ o
the Human rand boy, who goes to gather flowers

; and
Faculties. -r, , ,

',
. . ^^

Keason has an errand boy too ; it is Un-
derstanding, who goes off by the Senses. And what is

the errand boy of Conscience.''

Lucia. It has none.

Mr. Alcott. What if Fancy should carry to Ima-
gination what belongs to Reason ; and Understanding

should bring to Reason what belongs to Imagination.?

It is very imj)ortant that these errand boys should mind
their own masters. Some keep Fancy at work gather-

ing flowers ; and some keep Understanding at work
gatheritig outward Aicts. There sits the Spirit on her

throne, with Reason on her right hand, and Imagina-
tion on her left.

Charles. That is it!

Mr. Alcott. And a little way off, before Imagi-

nation, is Fancy bending with the flowers which she has
gathered, and which she brings to Imagination to name,
for Fancy does not know their names. And, on the

other side, Understanding brings her gatherings to Rea-
son to name. But sometimes the Fancy and Under-
standing bring so many things, that the Reason and
Imagination have no time to do their appointed work.

VOL. ir. 4
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But when they do, they name the things and hand them

over to Conscience.

Lemuel. Where is Conscience?

Mr. Alcott. Conscience is the voice of the Spirit

itself, and Conscience offers up what it accepts, to the

Divinity.

(He then went into the details of the allegory, speaking

of the tricks of Fancy, the short-sightedness of Un-

derstanding, the inactivity of Reason, the illusions of

Imagination ; illustrating the disorders of the Soul.)

Our Conversation has been long to-day,
Synthesis of j^jjj ^yg have run over great and deep sub-
Being. ° *

jects. We have been seeking to find out

the Wisdom and Knowledge of Jesus.

Knowledge of God is Theology.

Knowledge of Nature is Physiology.

Knowledge of Man is Psychology.

These all are enfolded in the Soul of Man. Life

tempts them forth from the Soul.



CONVERSATION XXVIII.

RENOVATION OF SPIRIT.

REGENERATION.

Review.— Immortality.— Interview between Jesus and Nicodemus, from

the Sacied Text. — Idea of Nicodemus.— Faitli and its Emblem.— Re-

newal bj Faith. — Spiritual Birth. — Renovation. — End of Human Life.

— Renovation of Life. — Holiness of Infancy. — Prayer. — Fallen Spiriti.

— Perversion of Childhood. — Infancy an Emblem of Holiness.

Mr. Alcott. What did we have last ?

Charles. An allegory on the faculties.

Mr. Alcott. What faculty is most active in you —
each .''

William C, Lucia, Frederic, and John B. Im-

agination.

Welles. Reason.

Edward J., Alexander, and Nathan. Fancy.

Franklin, Augustine, and George B. Fancy and

Imagination.

Charles. Reason and Conscience are on my left

side, Imagination is on the right.

Samuel R. All my faculties work more than Im-

agination.

Lemuel. Understanding in me.

Andrew. Imagination and Conscience. Once Im-

agination began first, now Conscience does.

Mr. Alcott. Have you no understanding j do you

not wish to know about outward things.''

Andrew. Yes j but I cannot, for my Imagination

interrupts me.
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Joseph. I fi st look f( r what is good, aiul then for

what is till'

.

Mr. Alcott. a \ erfect man uses all these faculties.

Charles. When he is dead, he may be called Sleep-

ing Beauty.

Mr. Alcott. No ; rather Risen Beauty,
mmor a i y. ^|^q embodied the Good, the True, and the

Beautiful.?

(All rose, but did not speak.)

Where did we leave Jesus r

Several. Driving the people cut of the temple of

Jerusalem.

Mr. Alcott. While he was at Jerusalem at the

feast.

Mr. Alcott then read the

interview between JESUS AND NICODEMUS.

J. HN iii. 1-21.

Before the
j There was a man of the Pharisees, named

Vulgar ^la, 27. Human ^,. , , r .. t

Julian I'oriod, Renovation. ^"codemus, a ruler of the Jews :

4740. 2 'I he same came to Jesus hy niglit, and

said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come

from God : for no man can do these miracles that thou

docst, except God be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I

say unto thee, Kxcept a man be horn again, he cannot see

the kingdom of God.

4. Nicodcnius saith unto him, How can a man be horn

when he is old.' can he enter the second time into his

mother's womb, and be born .•'

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except

a man bo bora of water and o/ the Spirit, he cannot enter

into the kinj;dom of God.

6 That which is born of f'lo flesh is flesh j and that

which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that I said unto thee. Ye must be born

again.

8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest

the sound theieof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and

whither it goeth : so is every one that is born of the Spirit.

Jerusalem.
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Before the 9 Nicodmnus answered and said unto him, IIow can these

Vulgur iEra, G7. ti,in„s be ?

Julian Period
474U.

Jeiusalein.

* Num. xxi. 0.

t 1 John iv. 9.

J CI

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master

of Israel, and knowest not these things ?

11 Verily, verily, 1 say unto thee, We speak that we do

know, and testily shat we have seen ; and ye receive not

our witness.

12 If I havn told you earthly things, and ye believe not,

how shall ye believe, if 1 tell you of heavenly things ?

13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that

came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in

heaven

14 * And as .Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,

even so must the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish,

but have eternal life.

16 t for ^oJ so loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten t^on, that whosoever believeth in him should not

perish, but have everlasting life.

17 X For Go i sent not his ^'on into the world to condemn

the worM ; but that tlie world through him might be saved.

18 lie that believeth on him is not condemned; but he

that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath

not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19 And tills is the condemnation, that light is come into

the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because

their deed> were evil.

•20 Koi every one that doeth evil hateth the light,

neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be re-

proved.

21 But he tliat dooth truth comoth to the light, that his

deeds may be made manifjst, that they are wrought in God.

Mr. Alcott asked what interested them most.

^ ^,. JosEPfi. Jesus' sayinor he must be born
Idea of Nico-

^

'' ^
demus. ai^^tiii. That means that when the body

dies the spirit is l)orn again. The spirit

is born first when the body is born ; and then it is born

again when the body dies.

AuGi STiNE. Nicodeinus coming at night. He did

so because he did not wish the people to know that he

inclined to believe on Jesus, lest they should take him
4*
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out of office. It would have been better in him to go

by day.

Charles. Why, I thought to jret up after he was
gone to bed, showed great interest in Jesus — but per-

haps Augustine's thought is right about his motive. I

imagined Nicodemus in bed, thinking about Jesus, and

at last getting up to go and be instructed.

^ . , . Samuel T. I was interested about the
Faith and Us
Emblem. serpeut's biting.

Gkorge K. And I. The " Son of man's

being lifted up " means that angels lift men when they

die.

Mr. Alcott. Are not men lifted up till they die.''

George K. Yes ; when they grow better.

Mr. Alcott. What are the names of the angels you

spoke of.''

JosiAH and Others. Faith. Love. Peace. Truth.

George K. Oh, I have another thought now. The
Son's "being lifted up" means Jesus being made per-

fect by Love, and Peace ; and people's looking at him,

means that we are made better by faith in him.

JosiAH. Jesus likened this world to a wilderness, and

his being in it, to the serpent's being lifted u[).

Andrew. It was a sign of faith for the people to look

at the serpent ; but their faith cured the bites.

Mr. Alcott. So faith can cure the serpent
Renewal , •.

by Faith. »'tes.

Andrew. Very deep faith could.

Ma. Alcott. Can you tell of any thing else of this

kind that faith does?

Andrew. Why, in our Saviour's times, some came

to life because they believed in Jesus.

Mr. Alcott. Is there no such faith now.''

Andrew. No.

Mr Alcott. If you were sick, could you exercise

this faith.^"
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Andrew. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Should you not want to have a physi-

cian ?

Andrew. I always do have one.

Mr. Alcott, And the physician helps the cure.

Andrew. God does more than the physician.

Welles. The brass serpent was to make them

remember to have faith in God. Their faiih in God

cured them.

Edward C. Being born again interested
Spiritual Birtli.

me.

Mr. Alcott. Have you been, or do you want to be.^

Edward C. No.

Mr. Alcott. Being born again means being made

better in spirit.

Edward C. I should like to be better, but I do not

want to have my body born again.

John B. I think Nicodemus was interested by

the miracles of Jesus, and wanted to know whether he

could believe in the rest.

Mr. Alcott. Did Jesus explain his miracles to him.^

John B. He talked about spiritual birth with him.

Samuel R. Being born again, I think,

RSnovTtion. means' that at death the spirit goes back

to heaven. It was born before the body at

first, and goes back to its first state.

Mr. Alcott. What is the use of the Spir-

HuiianLife.
'^^'^ entering the body, and suffering, if we
return to what we were before.'*

(Samuel hesitated.)

Welles. It has learned to resist tetDptation.

Mr. Alcott. Saf)pose that temptation is not resist-

ed, and wrong is done.'*

Welles. We can then form resolutions.

Mr. Alcott. What feeling makes us form resolu-

tions of amendment!*



44 RECORD OP CONVERSATIONS.

George B. Repentance.

Mr. Ar.coTT. Then ^vhat do we learn from life.^

Augustine. To know more — self-knowledge.

Mr. Alcott. What is self-knowledge.''

Augustine. Knowledge of Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Of the Spirit's— what.'*

Chari.es. The Spirit's Faculties.

Mr. Alcott. Which is Self-Consciousness.'' Cer-

tain knowledge, "lifts us up." A little baby is good;

but being tenif)te<l by outward things, it becomes ac-

quainted with both the outward and inward world, and

thus acts out its spirit.

Emma. We ought to do as well as know.

Mr. Alcott. So we come into the world to put our

Spirits into action, either for keeping or recovering our

innocence.

Lucia. Being born again means that the Spirit

should grow better all the time.

Mr. Al.cott. What does the word
Renovation. ^^ • ,, • .u* i 2" again " mean in this place.''

Lucia. (Jflev a pause.) The soul must comeback

to the goodness it had when it was a bal)y. We must

lose some part of our goodness and find out what wrong

is, and then become good again like a baby.

Mr. Alcott. What do you call a baby at
Holiness of ^..-,. J

Infancy. "' ""'^ •

LuciA. (Successively.) Innocent.— Good.

— Angelic.

Mr. Alcott. Is there a better word still?

Ellen. Holy.

Mr. Alcott. Anil holy means what ; like God—
Godlike?

(All assented.)

Ellen. I thought being born again meant to have a

new heart.

Mr. Alcott. What is having a new heart?
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Ellen. To have all your sins forgiven.

Mr. Alcott. How is that done?

Ellen. By pravini^ earnestly, with the
Prayer. .... "

, r. ,

spirit ; that is, to mean and feel what we
say.

Mr. Alcott. Is feeling-, all of prayer .''

George K. Yon must think right, too.

Charles. And act right, and be right.

Mr. Alcott. Some of you think, perhaps, that

prayer consists in saying over some words, whether you

know what the words mean or not. Is it not true striv-

ing to do right that makes prayer.-*

{All assented.)

Is it right then — a prayer— to sit at dinner and eat

more than you need.-*

{All said no.)

Is it prayer to fall into a passion .-^

George K. That is a prayer to the dragon.

Mr. Alcott. What is a new heart.''

Ellen. It means to want to act right ; to be pure

like a baby. It says "again," because once we were

pure and holy.

Mr. Alcott. And are not those demons.
Fallen Spirits. , i i

• /> i
• iWho go and whisper wrong leelmgs and

thoughts into the souls of these holy ones.?

{All held up hands.)

What shape did those demons take who went and

whis[)ered evil into the cars of your little brothers and

sisters,'' was it the shape of Charles, or Lemuel, or

William.?

{All exclaimed, no.)

Did you ever strike a little brother or sister.?

{Several held up hands.)

Were you not then such demons.? Did you ever fret a
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babe — hurt its feelings — be selfish to it— set it an

example of flisohedience, or any other wrong thing?

{Some confessed to all these things.)

Little babies lose their babyhood— their

Ch^ildhood! " pure and holy life, in a great measure, be-

cause those around thetn do not tneet their

holiness with love and generosity, and teach them about

outward things, and bear patiently the mistakes which

these little ones make with their heads, not hearts, while

they are learning the outward world, and things of time.

Take care that yon do not help to destroy their holiness.

Jesus sai<l, " Whoever shall cause one of these little

ones to offend, it were better for him that a mill-stone

were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into the

depths of the sea." Who kept his babyhood?

Several. Christ.
Chil.lhood an

/-> i • u i u j
Emblem of Chaules. God IS pabyhood.
Holiness.

^^^ Alcott. There is truth in that, I

believe ; and yet it is language so liable to be misunder-

stood, that it had better not be used. Do you know of

any chihl of your acquaintance, who has such holiness

and sim[dicity as always "to come to the light," having

nothing within it that may not be seen?

{There was no answer.)

We shall resume this subject at our next Conversation.



CONVERSATION XXIX.

RESTAURATION OF SPIRIT,

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL.

Idea of the Supernatural.— Interview between Jesus and Nicodemus, from

the Sacred Text. —Type of Retribution. — Nau:;htiness. — Imaginative

Faith.— Ideality of Jesu<?. — Sense of Supernatural. — Restauiation.

—

Idea of Spiritual Renewal. — Peccability of Childhood. — Emblem of

Spiritual Agency. — Type of Selt-Saciificc. — Type of Conscience. —
Open-heartedness.

Mr. Alcott. We resume the subject of our last

Conversation. Do you remember what it was .'*

Idea of the Charles. The Su[jernatural.
Supernatural.

{Mr. Alcolt described a storm at sea, and the sailors in

despaivy after having struggled with its terrors,

going beyond Nature to prayer— the Supernatural ;

— then death, where the Natural grows still, before

the Supernatural, — then, the coming of Thought

into the mind— the eagerness to express it.)

Mr. Alcott. Do you understand the birth of the

Supernatural within the Soul .'*

( They assented. )

Ellen. Jesus taught Nicodemus to be good by

being born again.

Mr. Alco.t. What does being born again

mean .''
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George K. To grow better by tying.

John B. He taught him to have faith in God.

Mr. Alcott. You are too general — be particular.

John B. When Moses lifted up the serpent, if they

had faith, they were not bitten.

Welles. He taught that ftiilh in Jesus would make

us go to heaven.

Mr. Alcott here re-read the preceding lesson.

INTERVIEW BETWEEN JESUS AND NICODEMUS.

John iii. 1-21.

1 There was a man of the Pharisees, named

Before the Regeneration. NJcodemus, a riiier of the Jews :

Vulgar iEra, 27. ^ .^.^^^ ^^^^ ^.^^^ ^^ j^^^^ [ night, and
Julian Perioil,

. . , ,

4740. said unto him, Rabhi, we know that inou art a teacher come

from Cod : for no man can do these miracles that ihou doest,

except God be with him.

3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say

unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the

kingdom of Cod.

4 Kicodemus saith unto him. How can a man be born

when he is old.'' can he enter the second time into his

mother's womb, and be born .''

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unlo thee, Ex-

cept a man be born of water and o/ the Spiiit, he cannot

enter into the kingdom of God.

6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh: and that

which is born of the Spirit is spirit.

7 Marvel not that 1 said unto thee, Ye must be born

again.

8 The wind hlowoth where it listeth, and thou hearest

the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometb,

and whither it goeth : so is every one tliat is born of the

Spirit.

9 Nicodemus answered and said unto him, IIow can

these things be .-"

10 Jesus answered and said unto him, Art thou a master

of Israel, and knowest not these things.''

11 Verily, verily, I say unto thee. We speak that we do

know, and testify that we have seen : and ye receive not

our witness.

Jerusalem.
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Before the 12 If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not,

Vulgar ^ra, 27. l^Q^ gi,all ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things ?

'''"'*^47fo^"°'^'
13 And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that

came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in

Jerusalem. heaven.

* Num xxi, 9. 14 * And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,

even so must the Son of man be lifted up:

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish,

but have eternal life.

t 1 John iv. 9. 16 f For God so loved the world, that he gave his only

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not

perish, but have everlasting life.

J Ch. xii. 47. 17 % For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn

the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

18 He that believeth on him is not condemned j but he

that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath

not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into

the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because

their deeds were evil.

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light,

neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be re-

proved.

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his

deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

Joseph. We talked last time of being born spirit-

ually. When the body dies, an angel comes down and

takes the body.

Mr. Alcott. How does the angel look.**

Joseph. Like a man — and the spirit looks good.

Mr. Alcott. Have the angel and spirit shapes

really or does your Imagination give them shapes.''

Joseph. My Imagination gives them shapes. Some
spirits are born into Hell.

Mr. Alcott. What is Hell.''

Ueuibudon. JosEPH. A great pit, without any bottom,

big enough to take in the whole world.

Mr. Alcott. Do you mean a real pit, or do you use

the word pit as an emblem."^

VOL. II. 5
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Joseph. Yes ; as an emblem.

Mr. Alcott. How long does it take to be born

again .'*

Joseph. A day.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose we should kill ourselves ;
—

would that make us be born again?

Joseph. That would be wrong. We should live and

prepare ourselves for being born again when we die.

Mr. Alcott. And is not this preparation the most

important part of being born again?

Joseph. Yes.

JosiAH. Being born again means seeing more and

more of God ; and I think if we want to be born again,

we should not say such a word as Hell ; for I do not

think it is a proper word to say.

Mr. Alcott. I use it but sehlom ; what word would

it be better to use than that?

JosiAH. We could say the place of the wicked.

Mr. Alcott. Is it a place? or is it being
aug tiness,

jjaughty ? Do you know what naughty

means? Naught means, nothing. And when we have

wasted the holiness of our infancy, are we not nothing

— naught— naughty? Is not naughty a good word for

what you mean?

JosiAH. Yes : and heaven means goodness. And

the reason the Spirit goes to heaven, without God's

letting us see it, is because God wants us to believe

without seeing. But I cannot conceive of any spirit

without a shape, Mr. Alcott, can you?

Mr. Alcott. Why, it is true that I seek

fS?''*''''' to put my thoughts into shapes ; but there

are some thoughts and feelings which I can-

not get into shapes or acts ; and we must not try to get

all our thoughts and feelings into shapes or acts, be-

cause we are liable to worship the shapes and habits,

and thus become idolaters.
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Charles. Was not Jesus imaginative?

of JesuL AuGusTiJVE. I sliould think so, by his put-

ting his thoughts into parables and em-
blems.

Mr. Alcott. Faith seeks imaginative expression
;

it is strong, it strives to enact, shape, dramatize.

Faith is a sense of something which the Understanding*

and Reason have not attained ; it is often accompanied

M'ith the feeling of awe, — a feeling of something above

Nature, — a Sense of the Supernatural.

Superimtural. There are scenes of Nature which awaken
awe — which excite in the mind a thought

of something above nature. And there are actions

which are accompanied with the same feeling. Have
you ever felt it?

JosiAH. Once I told a lie, and felt an awe of Con-

science. I thought I should be struck dead the next

moment.

Charles. I was once in the cemetery of St. Paul's,

at a funeral ; and the lights in the dark passages, and

the distant music, made me feel awe.

John B. I was once at the Catholic Church, at a

wedding, and saw the priests and candles, and felt as

Charles says.

Mr. Alcott. All may rise who remember to have

had this feeling of awe.

{All rose.)

All persons have these feelings sometimes. They are

the presence of the supernatural.

{He then read the conversation with Nicodemus, para-

phrasing thus:)

"We know you come to teach the supernatural,

for you do what is above the natural, &,c. Except

_ you be born of water, temperate, and feel

the supernatural, you cannot be one of



52 RECORD OF CONVERSATIONS.

my disciples. What is plain to the senses is natural

;

what is felt only in the Spirit is supernatural. This is

mysterious, perhaps, as the wind
;
you do not understand

that, neither do you this j but it is true, &c."

Is the birth of the s))irit instantaneous, and
Idea of Spirit- ^ • ^-ii t /» • i

ual Renewal. must we Wait till we die for iti*

{Several.)

Do you think it is gradual, and may begin while we are

in this body ?

{Several.)

When do we begin to be born again.''

George K. When we begin to be good.

Andrew. So I think ; but the spirit is not quite born

again till the body is dead.

Mr. Alcott. Is any part of your spirit born again,

any faculty.''

Charles. Yes ; after you left Philadelphia,* my
faculties, which you had waked up, grew dim ; but

since I have come back to your school again, they have

brightened up. I think we can be born again when we
choose.

Augustine. I don't ; it is God that does it ; and we
cannot be born again till we die.

Nathan. We can prepare to have our spirits born

again, by learning about God.

Mr. Alcott. What must our spirits come out of

—

or rather, what part of our natures must they not go

into ?

Charles. Our appetites and passions.

Franklin. We can choose to free ourselves as soon

as we know good from evil ; and when we die, we are

freed.

* This boy had been under the care of the Editor, during his

residence in that city,
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Mr. Alcott. Did Jesus get free before he died?

Franklin. He never was down.

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by his being " lifted

up," if he never was down?
(No answer.)

Do any of you feel that your spirit has gone down into

your appetites, &c. ?

(All.)

Do any of you think that if a little baby's
Peccability of ^ r« .1 i i • j
Childhood. parents were perfectly good and wise, and

arranged every thing about it just as they

should; the child having the same kind of help from

God that children always can have, it would never go

down, and would not need to be born again?

(All rose.)

Do any think it will necessarily fall?

(Several rose.)

Mr. Alcott Why do you think so?

Augustine. Because there is so much wickedness.

Edward J. Because people have tried and did not

succeed.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think they tried hard?

Edward J. I know they tried ; but I don't know
whether it was hard enough.

Mr. Alcott. It would be an excellent way for each

of us to try, for God would try with us. He helps us if

we wish it.

Ellen. Every one will fall till another Jesus Christ

is born.

Mr. Alcott. Was he essentially different from us?

Augustine. He was God himself.

John B. I do not think we can be born again, with-

out trying.

Mr. Alcott. How many of you have tried to bring

your understanding away from the senses, your fancy
5*
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from the world, your feelings from bad passions ; in

short, have tried to come back to yourself?

{Several raised hands.

^

What is it to be born of water?

Several. To be purified — to be temperate.

Mr. Alcott. And to be born of the Spirit?

Edward J. To be good all your life.

Mr. Alcott. Out of what world must you come?
Franklin. Out of this — material world.

Mr. Alcott. Do you "marvel" at these words?

George K. and Others. No ; the wind
Emblem of Spir- • ,1 r- ..i a • -..i

• „J
itual Agency '« an emblem of the Spirit's coming and

going out of the Body.

Mr. Alcott. It is an emblem of the Inexplicable,

and therefore of the Spirit's movements ; and have you

not felt the spirit flowing in yourselves? First there

was no thought, then a thought ; and you were ready to

say with Nicodemus, How can these things be?

What is meant by Jesus' being "lifted up"?

SaKe.^'^^" Does it not mean Self-Sacrifice? And what

is meant by " only begotten Son "?

Ellen. Jesus.

ITJL^. George K. Conscience.
Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Let us leave Jesus Christ out of the

question.

Augustine. I do not think it is right to have the idea

that we can be as good as Jesus Christ.

Mr. Alcott. You think there is no sense in which

men are God? Jesus maybe considered as the em-

blem of Conscience ; and " only. begotten" as Conscience

in the Son. Does it not mean that God alone quickens

Conscience? Is not that true of all of you? Does any

one but God illuminate Spirit?
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How many of you can say that "your con-

edness.
^^'^

Science does not condemn you to-day? As
many of you as can " come to the light

"

with your deeds, may rise.

(Several rose.)

Edward J. When I do wrong, I am willing people

should know it.

William C. Sometimes I have the desire to do

wrong and do not do it.

Mr. Alcott. Who are willing, or feel that they

ought to be willing to show themselves forth, as God
knows them ?

(Several rose.)

George K. Yes ; except one or two things.

(Some of the others thought they were not willing.)



CONVERSATION XXX.
SPfRITUAL UNION.

FAITH A.-VD LOVE.

John's Testimony to Jesus, from the Sacred Text. — Efficacy of Faith. —
Supremacy of Spirit. — Taternal and Filial Union. — Perpetuity of Spirit.

— Idea of Death and Ilcavt-n. — Type of Spiritual Union. — Faith in the

Supernatural. — Supremacy of Faith. — Retribution. — Spiritual Union.

Mr, Alcott, having enquired what was the subject of

the last conversation, read

John's last testimony to jeslts.

John iii. 22-3G.

before the 22 After these things came Jesus and his dis-
Vulvar /Era, 27 Charity. ... , ^. ,

Julian Period ciples into the land of Judaea ; and there be

4740. tarried with them, * and ba|)tized.

23 And John also was baptizing in iEnon near to Salim,

because there was much water there: and they came, and
>= I John iv. 2. vvere baptized.

24 For John was not yet cast info prison.

25 Then there arose a question between some of John's

disciples and the Jews about purifying.

26 And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi,

t Ch. i. 7, 34. he that was with thee beyond Jordan, f to whom thou

barest witness, behold, the same baptizeth, and all men

come to him.

J Heb. V 4. 27 John answered and said, | A man can receive nothing,

except it bo given him from heaven,

i 1 John ii. 20. 28 Ye yourselves bear me witness, that I said, $ I am not

the Christ, but that I am sent before him.

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom : but the

friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him,

rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice : this?

my joy therefore is fulfilled.

Judaea.
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Before the 30 He must increase, but I wiMsi decrease,

^ulfr f'^^'T'
3^ "'' t'l^t comet h from above is above all :

he that is of

4740. ' t^^ earth is earthlvj and speaketh of the earth: he that

comfth from heaven is above all.

32 And what he hath seen and heard, that be testifieth
;

and no man receiveth his testimony.

* Rom. iii. 4, 33 He that hath received his testimony, * hath set to his

seal that God is true.

34 For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of

God : for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him.

35 t The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things

into bis hand.

^J^Hab. ii. 4. 36 J He that belicveth on the Son hath everlasting life

:

and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life ; bat

the wrath of God abideth on him.

Judaea.

t Matt, xi.27.

1 John V. 10.

He then asked what most interested them.

„„ „ Lucia. I liked the last verse, " He that
Efficacy of '

Faith. believeth on the Son hath everlasting life,"

&c.

John B. I liked this, " A man can receive nothing

except it be given him from heaven." Goodness comes

from heaven.

Mr. Alcott. Why do not some people get it .''

John B. They don't want it. — But it comes when

you do want it and try for it.

Mr. Alcott. What faculty works in wanting and

trying ?

John B. Conscience, the spiritual faculty.

Mr. Alcott. What is that act of Conscience when

it strives — looks up .''

John B. Prayer.

Lucia. Resolution and Hope.

George. Faith.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; unless man has faith, even

God does not give, for you cannot receive except into

your faith. How much holiness there is ready for you
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if you had faith, strong, resolute, hopeful faith ; but

here is a habit, there a passion, or an appetite !

Charles. I like this, — '< He that cotneth

of Spi"it/^
^''O"^ above is above all." That means,
that when you are first born you are perfect.

It refers to Jesus here, but it can be applied to others.

Mr. Alcott. Kxpress it in more general words.

Charles. Spirit is above all Souls that have dftne

wrong. " That which comes from the earth " means
the appetites, which are connected with material things,

to which the Spirit gives up.

Mr. Alcott. What is the opposite of Spirit— some-
times striving against it?

Charles. Body — the appetites of the body.

George K. I liked, "The Father loved
Paternal and

..i o i^ n i /-^ i i i -i

Filial Union. the Son." leather means God; he loved

Jesus Christ, because he was good ; and
He gave him j)ower. I thought of an earthly father

loving his son and giving hirn things.

Mr. Alcott. George always thinks of love ; he

loves his father and mother.

Samuel T. I like this, " The Father loveth the Son."

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; and to [)artake of God*s love

for his Son, we must believe. Then as God's Spirit

lasts forever, so shall our loving spirit last forever. The
everlasting life of a man is first found in faith, and goes

out in love. How many of you have souje of this faith.-*

{Ml rose.)

Martha. I liked what John B. did. We could not

have any thing that God does not give. We nmst be

ready for it. We must have faith.

Ellen. I liked, " He must increase, but I

of Spint.^ decrease ;" but I don't understand the de-

crease.
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Welles. I think it means decrease in the eyes of

men.

Charles. I think it means the Body must decrease,

the Spirit increase.

George K. I think it means that John would de-

crease, and Jesus increase, in the admiration of men.

Ellen. Then it means that the popularity of John

would he lost in that of Jesus.

Nathan. " He that believeth not on the
Idea of Death o uii .. i-z'^it •

and Heaven. ^^o'l ^hall uot see Ijfe." I suppose that

means, shall not have spiritual life ; but

only outward life.

John B. So I think ; the spirit will not go to heaven,

will not be good, unless it believes.

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you think that we cannot go
to heaven till we die.''

(Almost all.)

Ellen. We cannot go till our bodies die.

Nathan. Heaven is in our thoughts—
Mr. Alcott. And feelings; where do thoughts and

feelings come from.'*

Nathan. From God.

Mr. Alcott. Through v/hnt part of us.''

Nathan. Our Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Is heaven in our Spirits.'*

(Several.)

Augustine. We cannot go to heaven wholly till we
die.

Mr. Alcott. No one is wholly in heaven but God.
Can we go to heaven at all without dying.-*

Welles and Ellen. No.

Andrew. If we are in heaven nov\', I don't see how
we can be said to be going to heaven.
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Charles. Can we not go either to heaven or the

Other place till we die ?

Ellen. No ; We must prepare for our other life

while on earth.

Mr. Alcott. Is there any connexion, Ellen, be-

tween doing right, and ascending out of this world .''

{She was silent.)

Mr. Alcott. You seem to think that we die ; our

bodies are laid in the earth ; our spirit ascends up,

in some shape ; appears before God, who sits on a

throne, somewhere ?

Ellen. Yes.

JosiAH. Heaven is partly in the Spirit of my body,

partly in God.

William C. Heaven is where great and good peo-

ple are.

Augustine. Heaven is in our spirits — in God. It

is in no particular place. It is not above the sky. It is

not material. It is wherever people are good.

Chaiiles. Heaven is every where — Eternity. It

stops when there is anything bad. It means peace and

love. High and white are emblems of it.

Andrew. Heaven is like a cloud, and God and Jesus

and the angels sit on it.

Mr. Alcott. Where is it ?

Andrew. Everywhere. Every person that is good,

God looks at and takes care of.

Frederic. Wherever there is good.

Samuel R. But in no place.

Franklin. Heaven is the Spirit's truth and good-

ness. It is in every body; but mostly in the good.

George K. I generally imagine it very high and

bright, with gold pavements, but it is not earthly gold.

It is both a place and state of mind.

Edward J. I used to think it was a room with a

pair of stairs up to it.
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Nathan. I thought it was a large sea and a ladder
went up to it, and angels carried men up.

Mr. Alcott. Which do you think would be the
best heaven, a heaven made up of things, or one
made of thoughts, feelings, and love.

All. The last, the last.

Typo of Spirit-
J^siAH, (referring to the text.) Christ

uai Union. vvas the bride, and John the bridegroom's

friend,

George K. No ; Christ was the bridegroom and
John the bride.

Faith in the
^^'^' -^^^^TT. "He that hath received the

Supernatural, testimony " — testimony to what ?

Charles. To the Supernatural.

Mr. Alcott. How many of your spirits testify to

the Supernatural ?

(Several.)

Do people, do the boys whom you see receive your tes-

timony to the Supernatural ; or do they say pish !

and pshaw ! when you speak of your deeper feelings .''

(Several rose.)

Does any thing within you speak the words of God .''

Several. Yes ; the Spirit.

^ Mr. Alcott. Can you measure — can
Supremacy of ''

Faith. your Reason measure the Spirit that is

within you ; can you guage or weigh it ?

(None held up hands.)

Does Father and Son mean God and Jesus .'*

Charles. No ; it means God and any Man.

Mr. Alcott, "The wrath of God abi-
Retribution. , ^, , . ,,

deth on him."

Edward J. That means, if you are bad, God will

punish you.

VOL. II. 6
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(Mr Jllcott paraphrased.)

Spiritual The Father is the Divine Universal Spirit.

The Son is derived Spirit, and the Univer-

sal always flows into the Derived— the Divine Spirit

offers every thing to^ the Human Spirit, because it loves

it. And when the Spirit of Man is filial, it must

needs have power— moral power — over all things. It

works with God and subordinates all things to itself.

Holiness is the Son of God and subdues all Evil at last.



CONVERSATION XXXI

SPIRITUAL INTREPIDITY.

COURAGE AND PUSILLANIMITY.

Imprisonment of John the Baptist, from the Sacred Text. — Spiritual Re-

straint. — Moral Courage. — Power of Reproof. — Connexion between

Self-indulgence and Cowardice. — Repentance. — Emblem of Self-indul-

gence. — Spiritual Illumination.

Mr. Alcott. Imagine Jesus in Judaea, while I read

the

IMPRISONMENT OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.

Matt. xiv. 5. Mark vi. 17-21, Luke iii. 19.

Vulgar .Era, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

Judsa.

Luke iii. 19.

Mark vi. 17.

Mark vi. 18.

Mark vi. 19.

Mark vi. 29.

Coiicupis

cence.

But Herod the teirarch, being reproved by

him for Herodias his brother Philip's wife,

and for all the evils which Herod had

done,

had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in

prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife : for he

had married her.

For John had said unto Herod, It is not lawful for thee

to have thy brother's wife.

Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would

have killed him ; but she could not

:

For Herod feared John, knowing that ho was a just man

and an holy, and observed him ; and when he heard him,

he did many things, and heard him gladly.
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Vulgar ^ra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

Judoea.

Matt. xiv. 5. And when he would have put put him to death, he feared

the multitude, * because they counted him as a prophet.

Matt. iv. 12-18. Mark i. 14, 15. Luke iv. 14, 15.

Mark i. 14. Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus came into

Galilee.

Matt. iv. 12. f Now when Jesus hoard that John was cast into prison,

he departed,

Luke iv. 14. And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Gali-

lee,

Mark i. 14. preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of God,

Mark i. 15. And saying. The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God

is at hand : repent ye, and believe the Gospel.

Luke iv. 14. and there went out a fame of him through all the region

round about.

Luke iv. 15. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

Matt. iv. 13. And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum,

which is upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and

Nephtlialim

:

Matt. iv. 14. Tliat it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the

prophet, saying,

Matt. iv. 15. X The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephtlialim,

By the way of the sea.

Beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles
;

Matt. iv. 16. The people which sat in darkness saw great light

;

And to them which sat in the region and shadow of death,

light is sprung up.

Matt. iv. 17. $ From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say. Re-

pent ; for the kingdom of heaven is at liand.

Spiritual

Restraint

Mr. Alcott. What interests you.''

Ellen. I was interested in the words
" Herod feared John." It was because he

was just. That was a feeling of reverence for good-

ness and God.

Mr. Alcott. Do you "fear" a reprover ?

Edward J. Herod feared the multitude.

Ch. xxi. 26. t John iv. 43. t Isai. ix. 1,2. (S Mark i. 14.
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Ellen. Yes ; because they thought John a prophet

as he did. It was John's goodness that caused the fear.

Edward J. I thought Herod was afraid the multi-

tude would not let him hurt John.

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you fear the multitude and

on that account refrain from doing unjust things.''

{Some hands were held up.)

Edward C. It was wrong for Herod to
Moral Courage. , iii/»ti ii-ii- j' lay hold of John, and bind him, and put

him in prison.

Mr. Alcott. Had John any fear of saying what he

thought right, at any time.''

All. No ; never.

Mr. Alcott. What makes a man stand up for the

right all alone .'*

All. Courage — true courage.

Mr. Alcott. Do you do it.''

(No answer.)

Charles. I like John's open-heartedness ; his tell-

ing his own opinion ;
— his going straight forward.

Mr. Alcott. Are you always able to do that .''

Charles. Not always. Only Jesus Christ did it

always.

Samuel T. I wondered that Herod put him in

prison.

Mr. Alcott. Was it right in Herod to put John in

prison for showing him that he had done wrong ?

Samuel T. No.

Mr. Alcott. When your father, or moth-
Power of

,. . . , 1 i? 11

Reproof. er, or Mr. Alcott reproves you, do you tail

into a passion — w^ould you like to put your

reprover in prison .'' All may answer that question.

( There were many confessions here.)

6*
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Lucy. * I thought Herod put John into prison, to get

him out of the way, so that he might not hear his re-

proof. But he did not like to kill him.

Susan. Herod feared John, because he thought him

so much better than himself.

Mr. Alcott. Do you fear people who are better

than yourself? Should you like to do a naughty thing

before your father?

Susan, No ; he would punish me.

George K. I liked John for telling Herod he did

wrong. It is wrong to hurt a good person ; and so

Herod was unjust. But John was right.

Mr. Alcott. Was John's right action an easy one

to do?

George K. It was easy for him, because he had

done right so long.

Mr. Alcott. What was John's feeling.

George K. Courage— moral courage.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever have any of this?

George K. I don't remember any instance ; but I

think I have the feeling.

Augustike. When Herod wanted to })ut .John to

death, he feared that the multitude would hurt himself

— would hurt his body and take away his power. For

they believed in John. When a king thinks differently

from his people, he must conceal what he thinks ; or he

should believe as they do.

Mf.. Alcott, Was Herod afraid of Con-
Connexion scicuce as Well as of the multitude and
between Sell-

in^iuigencc uiiJ John? or had he drowned Conscience in
Cowardice. . • -, t-. tt i

his ajipetites and passions? tov Herod

was given to appetite, and was passionate. These

things almost always go together. Great love of bodily

* Lucy had been absent a long while.— Rec.
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indulgence produces selfishness ; and selfishness pro-

duces hatred, and such passions. How many of you

live in your flesh in your appetites and passions — in

your bellies?

{Jl few held up hands.)

Who live in their angry passions, rather?

( The girls, and a few others.

)

Nathan. Eating too much makes you angry.

Mr. Alcott. Herod's appetites and passions are

connected in this story.

Edward J. I like good things to eat ; but I do not

think I eat too much.

Mr. Alcott. That is not living in appetite. It is

right to enjoy eating— indulgence is wrong.

Samuel R. I was interested in his preach-
epen ance.

.^^^ ^j^^ kingdom of heaven. I did not know
what it meant by its being " at hand.''

JosiAH. It means that it was just time fijr Herod to

repent— for goodness to begin— and not a time to cast

John into prison.

Mr. Alcott. Did Jesus mean to tell Herod, or every

body, to repent?

Josiah. He meant to tell every Sj)irit to repent.

Bodies cannot repent.

Mr Alcott. How many of you have
Self-indulgence. ^ j, . . ' , ,

gone out of your spirits, and have gone
down into the body too much?

{Many held up hands.)

Will you tell me any instances?

Josiah. I pushed my brother down once.

Mr. Alcott. What if I should take a

leTfSjgence. kittle baby, and put it into a pig-sty, by the

pig's trough, and say, in that is the food

for you, and this is a fit place?

Charles. It would be an emblem of a spirit gone

away into the body.



68 RECORD OP CONVERSATIONS.

(Mr. Alcolt here enlarged Ms emblem, and ended

with asking,)

Have any of you ever been in the pig-sty?

(Some confessed.)

Andrew^. The kingdom of heaven is a good nursery.

The pig-sty is a place of punishment.

Mr. Alcott. The kingdom of heaven is not a place.

The kingdom is in our spirits.

JosiAH. I should think Herod's palace was a place

of punishment,

Charles. The kingdom of heaven is in our spirits,

if they are good.

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by the words
Spiritual tt i- i ..

• •,, ^

Illumination. " light IS Sprung Up » ?

Charles! The light was Conscience.

They were said to sit in shadow, because the dark-

ness had not passed away.

Mr. Alcott. Is death a shadow.''

(Some thought so.)

Of what?

(No answer.)

Of Life. Death is the absence of Life. Jesus brought

"life and immortality to light," and chased away the

darkness of death and fear.
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SPIRITUAL PURITY.

HOL,INESS.

Interview between Jesus and the Woman of Samaria, from tlie Sacred Text. —
Emblem of Holiness. — Blindness of Sensualism.— Materialism of the

Outward l^enses. — Sensuality. — Emblem of Spiritual Purity. — Emblem
of Sensuality. — Fruits of Purity. — Fruits of Impurity. — Spiritual

Renewal. — Perpetuity of Holiness. — Weariness of Spirit. — Spiritual

Purity. — Immortality.

Mr. Alcott read the

CONVERSATION OF JESXTS WITH THE WOMAN OF

SAMARIA.

John iv. 1-15.

1 When therefore the Lord knew how tlie

Vulgar^ra, 27. Spirituality. Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and
Julian Period, , . , ,• , . t u

4740^ baptized more disciples than John,

2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)

Samaria.
3 jj^ j^j^ Judfea, and departed again into Galilee.

4 And he must needs go through Samaria.

5 Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called

* Gen. xxxiii. 19. Sychar, near to the parcel of ground * that Jacob gave to his

and xlviii. 22. t u
Josh. xxiv. 32. ^°" J^^'^Ph-

^ ^ .

6 Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being

wearied with his journey, sat thus on the well: and it was

about the sixth hour.

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: Je-

sus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

8 (For his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy

meat.)

9 Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it

that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a wo-
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Vulgar^ra, 27. man of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the

4"740'."°'^' Samaritans.

10 Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest
Samaria. the gift of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to

drink
; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have

given thee living water.

11 The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to

draw with, and the well is deep: from whence then hast

thou tiiat living water.'

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us

the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, and

his cattle .''

13 Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh

of this water shall thirst again :

14 But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give

him shall never thirst ; but the water that I shall give him

shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting

life.

15 The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water,

that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw.

Mr. Alcott. What interested you most

Joseph. S. The living water. It means
Emblem of °

Holiness. Spiritual water.

Mr. Alcott. What do you mean by

.spiritual water.?

Joseph. I cannot express it— it is truth.

Mr. Alcott. What is the use of common water.''

Joseph. It cleanses.

JosiAH. It makes you better. Jesus meant to tell

her he would give her truth.

Mr. Alcott. Did the woman understand
Blindness of

^
Sensualism. that Jesus meant truth by water .''

Franjklin. No ; she thought of water for

the body.

Edward J. You know she asked him what he was

going to draw with ; and that shows she thought it

was some common stream that he spoke of.

Mr. Alcott. What part of her nature did she use

in this conversation .''
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Edward J, Her outward eyes.

Mr. Alcott. Do you ever use your outward eyes
when you should use inward faculties ; and misunder-
stand, like this woman, who was not spiritual ?

Edward J. Yes.

Charles. He told her that if she knew who it was
that was speaking to her, she would also know what he
meant.

Mr. Alcott. How would she know.?

Charles. Because if she knew his nature she would
know that he spoke in emblems.

Materialism of J^^^'
^^coTT. Is it possible for an unspir-

the Outward itual person to understand emblems?
Senses. „

-ivt • iCharles. Not without their being ex-

plained.

Mr. Alcott. Think now what boys and girls, in this

school, find it most difficult to understand emblems:
are they the most passionate, the most devoted to their

ap[.etites?

( There was no answer.')

But there are exceptions to this rule.

Saml'el R. This woman did not understand.

Mr. Alcott. She was one of those material people
who ask the eyes to settle every thing.

Nathan. Spiritual water will never go away.
W. Augustus. He meant he could make

ensuaiy.
j^^^_ better. She did not understand, but I

don't think it was wrong ; for she had never been taught

about figures of speech.

Mr. Alcott. Is it necessary to be taught about
these .''

W. Augustus. Yes ; when one has gone down into

the passions.

Mr. Alcott. How does that happen in a man?
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W. Augustus. When he was a baby he was good
;

but was tempted and could not resist.

Mr. Alcott. Could not?

W. August trs. Would not.

Emblem of
" Mr. Alcott. And SO it becomes necessary

Spiritual to lift hiui up out of a dry place, and refresh
"" ^* him with living water? In the country

there are living springs, the water springs up and is

never dry. Have you a living Spring ?

W. Augustus. In my spirit.

Mr. ALCo:rT. Has it dried up at all? how has it?

W. Augustus. By passions.

Mr. Alcott. You have seen a stagnant

s^suaTity. po^l ; a bad effluvia rises from it ; a green

substance collects on the surface ; disagree-

able reptiles gather round it. Why is this?

W. Augustus. Because no living water comes to it.

Mr. Alcott. What is such a place an emblem of ?

W. Augustus. A self-indulgent, bad person.

Edward J. Beautiful flowers sometimes grow about

stagnant waters.

Mr. Alcott. That is true ; and bad people do good

and. beautiful things sometimes. Some of the spirit

given them at first is not yet quenched. Have your

spirits impurity in them?

(No one answered.)

Living water flows to purify from all evils, unless you

love them.

Lemuel. Spiritual water means every thing that is

good for the spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Name some spiritual wa-
Fruitsof Puiity. .

ters.

Lemuel. Love, Faith, Generosity, Hope, Truth.

Mr. Alcott. Do you always drink that last water?

Lemuel. No, {blushing.)

Edward J. Joy is spiritual water.
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John. And Holiness.

JosiAH. Knowledge of God.

George B. Obedience.

Edvv^ard J. I heard my sister read an allegory yes-

terday.

(He spoke of Miss M.'s allegory of Faith and Hope.)

John B. When Jesus said, I would give thee living

waters, the woman thought he meant water for the

body ; but he meant purity.

Mr. Alcott. What part of your nature drinks

spiritual water?

John B. Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose you don't mind
Fruits of /^ • -1

Impurity. Conscience?

John B. Then the waters will spoil, and

no more pure water comes.

Mr. Alcott. Name some spoilt waters.

John B. and Others. Impatience, Unkindness,

Passion, Ingratitude, Anger, Selfishness, Crossness,

Laziness, Ill-humour, Falsehood, Theft.

Mr. Alcott. Do you generally think that other peo-

ple must make you good or bad?

Several. Impure waters flow in to make us bad.

Mr. Alcott. No ; the waters become impure by

standing still — by your not trying. And what must you

do to purify yourself, if you have become

It1'"al. imp".e?

Franklin. You must feel remorse —
Mr. Alcott. Which leads to repentance. But

what guards the fountain from outward evil?

Franklin. Resolution.

Mr. Alcott. Will. I will. To will.

Perpetuity of
Andrew. {Reads.) "And the water that

Holiness. J ^hall givc thee shall be a well of water.
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springing up into everlasting life." The water is Spirit

;

spirit makes goodness
;
goodness lasts always.

Mr. Alcott. Why does not the body last always.?

Andrew. Because it is no part of God, but is a part

of the earth. The spirit is part of God. If the spirit

should stay with the body always, it would get bad.

Martha. Living water means holiness.

Mr. Alcott. Who sends that water in.?

Martha. God.

Mr. Alcott, Where does he get it from.?

Martha. From himself.

Mr. Alcott. Does it get spoilt in us.?

Martha. Yes ; until he fixes it again.

Edward C. I was interested in Jesus'

of s^pirT^ heing weary, and sitting by the well.

Mr. Alcott. What produces weariness.?

Josiah. Jesus' weariness was of the body. There is

a weariness of mind when it has strayed away into

wickedness.

John D. All the waters in me are spoiled.

Mr. Alcott. Now can you tell what has

Purity!^ been the subject of the Conversation? Do
not say, a woman, or Jesus, or a well, or

water.

Emma. The subjecthas been the purity and impurity

of the Spirit.

George. Purifying the Spirit.

Franklin. And the eternity of Spirit.
Immortality. ^^ Alcott. What word*^ expresscs the

eternity of Spirit in the Soul of man?
(No answer.)

Is it not Immortality.?

{All said yes.)
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SPIRITUAL WORSHIP.

PRAYER AND PRAISE.

Conversation of Jesus with the Samaritan Woman, from the Sacred Text.

— Immortality.— Emblem of Holiness. — Idolatry. — Spiritual Worship.

— Sincerity. — Idea of prayer. — Actual Prayer. — Responsive Prayer. —
Ritual of Worship. — Prayer of Faith. — Forgiveness. — Dramatic

Prayer. — Devotion to the Holy. — Idea of Universal Adoration and

Praise. — Reverence of the Godlike in Conscience. — Reverence of Hu-

manity. — Reverence of the Invisible. — Admiration of Nature. — Spir-

itual Awe. — Supremacy of Spirit over Nature. — Worldliness. — Release

from the Flesh. — Instinct of Adoration in Infancy. — Subject.

Mr. Alcott read the remainder of the

CONVERSATION OF JESUS WITH THE WOMAN OF

.SAMARIA.

Vulgar Mxa., 27
Julian Period,

4740.

Samaria.

* Deut. xii. 5.

Worship.

John iv. 16-30

16 Jesus saith unto her. Go, call thy husband

and come hither.

17 The woman answered and said, I have no husband.

Jesus said unto her. Thou hast well said, I have no hus-

band :

18 For thou hast had five husbands ; and he whom thou

now hast is not thy husband : in that saidst thou truly.

19 The woman saith unto him. Sir, I perceive that thou

art a prophet.

20 Our fathers worshipped in this mountain ; and ye say,

that in * Jerusalem is the place where men ought to wor"

ship.

21 Jesus saith unto her. Woman, believe me, the hour

Cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet a^

Jerusalem, worship the Father.
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2 Cor. iii. 17.

Vulgar JEra, 27. 22 Ye worship ye know not what : we know what we
"^"''^4740^"°^' ^""^^'"P '• ^^^ salvation is of the Jews.

23 lUit the hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor-

Samaria. shippers shall worship tlie Father in spirit and in truth : for

the Father seeketh such to worship him.

24 * God is a Spirit : and they that worship him must

worship him in spirit and in truth.

25 The woman saith unto him, I know that Messiaa

cometh, which is called Christ : when he is come, he will

tell us all things.

2G Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

27 And upon this came his disciples, and marvelled that

he talked with the woman : yet no man said, What seekest

thou ? or, VVliy talkest thou with her ?

28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way

into the city, and saith to the men,

29 Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I

did : is not this the Christ i

30 Then they went out of the city, and came unto him.

(Before he had time to ask the usual question,)

Samuel T. (spoke). I was most interested
mmoraity

.^ ^j^.^ verse : "He that drinks of this

water shall thirst again, but he that drinks of the

water that I shall give him, shall never thirst." He
means by this, that those who heard what he taught,

and did it, should live always, should never die, their

spirits should never die.

Mr. Alcott. Can a spirit die at any rate .''

Samuel T. For a spirit to die is to leave off being

good.

Edward J. I was interested in the words,
Emblem of t , ,, • i • -n i •

Holiness. " For the water I shall give hmi will be in

him a well of water." I think it means,

that when people are good and getting better, it is like

water springing up always. They have more and more

goodness.

Samuel R. Water is an emblem of Holiness,
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Mr. Alcott. Water means Spirit pure and un

spoiled.

Edward J. It is holy spirit.

Eli.en. I was most interested in these

words, "Ye worship ye know not what."

The Samaritans worshipped idols, and there was no

meaning to that.

Mr. Alcott. What do you mean by their wor-

shipping idols ?

Ellen. They cared about things more than God.

Mr. Alcott. What kind of false worship do you

think Jesus was thinking about, when he said, "Wo-
man, the hour is coming and now is, when neither in

this mountain — " ?

Ellen. Oh ! She thought the place of worship was

more important than the worship itself.

Mr. Alcott. Well ! how did Jesus answer that

thought .''

Ellen. He told her what she ought to worship,

which was more important than where.

Mr. Alcott. Some of you perhaps have made this

mistake, and thought that we only worshipped God in

churches and on Sundays, How is it— who has

thought so .''

{Several held up hands, smiling.)

Who knew that we could worship God any where ^

( Others held up hands.)

What other worship is there beside that in
Spiritual
Worship. the Church ?

Ddward J. The worship in our hearts.

Mr. Alcott. How is that carried on .''

Edward J. By being good.

Nathan. We worship God by growing better.

7*
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Augustine. We worship God when we repent of

doing wrong.

JosiAH. I was most interested in this verse,
Sincerity.

,, ^^j .^ ^ Spirit, and they that worship him

must worship him in spirit and in truth." It means

that to feel our prayers is more important than to say

the words,

Lemuel. And when we pray and pray sincerely.

Mr. Alcott What is praying sincerely?

Lemuel. Praying the truth.

Mr. Alcott. What is to be done in praying the

truth? When you think of prayer, do you think of a

position of the body — of words ?

Lemuel. {Earnestly.) I think of something else,

but I cannot express it.

Mr. Alcott. Josiah is holding up his hand ; can he

express it?

JosiAH {burst out,) To pray, Mr. Alcott, is
rajer.

^^ ^^^ good, really
;
you know it is better to

be bad before people, and to be good to God alone,

because then we are good for goodness' sake, and not

to be seen, and not for people's sake. Well, so it is

with prayer. There must be nothing outward about

I)rayer ; but we nnist have some words, sometimes
;

sometimes we need not. If we don't feel the prayer, it

is worse than never to say a word of prayer. It is

wrong not to pray, but it is more wrong to speak prayer

and not pray. We had better do nothing about it, Mr.

Alcott ! we must say words in a prayer, and we must feel

the words we say, and we must do what belongs to the

words.

Mr. Alcott. Oh! there must be doing,
Actual Prayer. ^ , ,

must there?

Josiah. Oh! yes, Mr. Alcott! doing is the most im-

portant part. We must ask God for hel]), and at the
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same time try to do the thing we are to be helped about.

If a boy should be good all day, and have no temptation,

it would not be very much ; there would be no improve-

ment ; but if he had temptation, he could pray and feel

the prayer, and try to overcome it, and would overcome

it ; and then there would be a real prayer and a real

improvement. That would be something. Temptation
is always necessary to a real prayer, I think. I don't

believe there is ever any real prayer before there is a

temptation ; because we may think and feel and say our

prayer ; but there cannot be any doing, without there

is something to be done.

Mr. Alcott. Well, Josiah, that will do now. Now
will you let some one else speak?

JosiAH. Oh, Mr. Alcott, I have not half done.

Edward J. Mr. Alcott, what is the use of
Responsive j- • i 13
Prayer. responding m church.'^

Mr. Alcott. Cannot you tell.^

Edward J. No ; I never knew.

JosiAH. Oh! Mr. Alcott!

Mr. Alcott. Well, Josiah, do you know?
JosiAH. Why, Edward! is it not just like a mother's

telling her child the words? The child wants to pray
;

it don't know how to express its real thoughts, as we

often say to Mr. Alcott here ; and the mother says

words, and the child repeats after her the words.

Edward J. Yes ; but I don't see what good it does.

Josiah. What ! if the mother says the words, and the

child repeats them and feels them — really wants the

things that are prayed for— can't you see that it does

some good ?

Edward J. It teaches the word-prayer— it is not

the real prayer.

Josiah. Yet it may be the real prayer, and the real

prayer must have some words.
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But, Mr. Alcott, I think it would be a great

Worship, t^^''l better, if, at church, every body prayed

for themselves. I don't see why one person

should pray for all the rest. Why could not the minis-

ter ])ray for himself, and the people pray for them-

selves ; and why should not all communinate their

thoughts? Why should only one speak? Why should

not all be the preachers? Every body could say some-

thing ; at least, every body could say their own prayers,

for they know what they want. Every person knows
the temjjtations they have, and people are tempted to do

different things. Mr. Alcott! I think Sunday ought to

come ofteiier.

Mr. Alcott. Our hearts can make all time Sunday.

JosiAH. Why then nothing could be done ! There

must be week-days, I know— some week-days ; I said,

Sunday oftener.

Mr. Alcott. But you wanted the prayers to be

doing prayers.

Now some of the rest may tell me, how you
Prayer of Faith. , , , .

could pray doing prayers.

George K. Place is of no consequence. I think

prayer is in our hearts. Christian prayed in the cave

of Giant Despair. We can pray any where, because we
can have faith any where.

Mr. Alcott. Faith, then, is necessary?

George K. Yes ; for it is faith that makes the

prayer.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose an instance of prayer in

yourself.

George K. I can pray going to bed or getting up.

Mr. Alcott. You are thinking of time, — place,

—

words.

George K. And feelings and thoughts.

Mr. Alcott. And action?
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George K. Yes ; action comes after.

John B. When we have been doing wrong and are

sorry, we pray to God to take away the evil.

Mr. Alcott. What evil, the punishment?

John B. No ; we want the forgiveness.
Forgiveness. -»^ . ^nn ^ • r- - • -^Mr. Alcott. What is for-give-ness, is it

any thing given?

Lemuel. Goodness, Holiness.

John B. And the evil is taken away.

Mr. Alcott. Is there any action in all this?

John B. Why yes! there is thought and feeling.

Mr. Alcott, But it takes the body also to act ; what

do the hands do?

John B. There is no prayer in the hands

!

Mr. Alcott. You have taken something that be-

longs to another
;
you pray to be forgiven

;
you wish

not to do so again
;
you are sorry. Is there any thing

to do ?

John B. If you injure anybody, andean repair it,

you must, and you will, if you have prayed sincerely;

but that is not the prayer.

Mr. Alcott. Would the prayer be complete with-

out it?

John B. No.

Andrew. Prayer is in the Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Does the Body help the Spirit?

Andrew. It don't help the prayer.

Mr. Alcott. Don't the lips move?
Dramatic Prayer. . t) ^ i ^i t ^u- *Andrew. But have the lips any thing to

tlo with the prayer?

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; they may. The whole nature

may act together ; the body pray ; and I want you to

tell an instance of a prayer in which are thoughts, feel-

ings, action ; which involves the whole nature, body and

all. There may be prayer in the palms of our hands.
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Andrew. Why, if I had hurt any body, and was

sorry and prayed to be forgiven, I suppose I should

look round for some medicine and try to make it well.

(Mr. Alcott here spoke of the connexion of the mind

with the body, in order to make his meaning clearer.)

Samuel, R. If I had a bad habit and should ask God

for help to break it ; and then should try so as really to

break it— that would l)e prayer.

Charles. Su[)pose I saw a poor beggar boy hurt,

or sick, and all bleeding; and I had very nice clothes,

and was afraid to soil them, or from any such cause

should pass him by, and bye and bye I should look back

and see another boy helping him, and should be really

sorry and pray to be forgiven— that would be a real

prayer ; but if I had done the kindness at the time of it,

that would have been a deeper prayer.

Augustine. When any body has done wrong, and

does not repent for a good while, but at last repents and

prays to be forgiven, it may be too late to do any thing

about it
;
yet that might be a real prayer.

Mr. Alcott. Imagine a real doing prayer in your

life.

Lucia. Suppose, as I was going home from school,

some friend of mine should get angry with me, and

throw a stone at me ; I could pray not to be tem[)ted to

do the same, to throw a stone at her, and would not.

Mr. Alcott. And would the not doing any thing in

that case be a prayer and an action ? Keejjing your

body still would be the body's part of it.

Lucia. Yes.

Ellen. I heard a woman say, once, that she could

pray best when she was at work ; that when she was

scourin^r floor she could ask God to cleanse her mind.

Devotion to
Mr. Alcott. I will now vary my ques-

the Holy, tion. Is there any prayer in Patience.''
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All. a great deal.

Mr, Alcott. In Impatience?

All. No ; not any.

Mr. Alcott. In Doubt.'*

George K. No ; but in Faith.

Mr. Alcott. In Laziness.'*

All {hut Josiah.) No ; no kind of prayer.

JosiAH. I should think that Laziness was the prayer

of the body, Mr. Alcott.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; it seems so. The body tries to

be still more body ; it tries to get down into the clay
;

it tries to sink ; but the spirit is always trying to lift it

up and make it do something.

Edward J. Lazy people sometimes have passions

that make them act.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; they act downwards.

Is there any prayer in disobedience.''

All. No.

Mr. Alcott. Is there any in submission?

In forliearing when injtired?

In suffering for a good object?

In self-sacrifice?

All. {Eagerly to each question.) Yes. Yes. Yes.

Yes.

{Mr. Alcott here made some very interesting remarks

on loving God with all our heart, soul, mind, ^'C,

and the Idea of Devotion it expressed. Josiah want-

ed to speak constantly, but Mr. Alcott checked him,

that the others might have opportunity, though the

latter wished to yield to Josiah.)

Josiah {burst out.) Mr. Alcott! vou know
Idea of IJniver- ^ '

^

sal Adoration Mrs. Barbauld says in her hymns. Every
and Praise. ... . . ,,

thing IS prayer ; every action is prayer ; all

nature prays ; the bird prays in singing ; the tree prays
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in growing; men pray ; men can pray more ; we feel

;

we have more— more than nature ; we can know and

do right ; Conscience prays ; all our powers pray
;

action prays. Once * we said here, that there was a

" Christ in the bottom of our Spirits" when we try to be

good ; then we pray in Christ ; and that is the whole, f

Mr. Alcott. Yes, Josiah, that is the whole. That

is Universal Prayer— the adoration of the Universe to

its Author !

Charles. I was most interested in this
Reverence of m, i •

the Godlike in versc — " 1 he day IS coming, and now is,

when men shall worship the Father," &c.

I think that this means that people are about to learn

what to worship, and where.

Mr. Alcott. Have you learned this to-day?

Charles. Yes ; I have learnt some new things, I

believe.

Mr. Alcott. What are you to worship.''

Charles. Goodness.

Mr. Alcott. Where is it?

Charles. Within.

Mr. Alcott. Within what?

Charles. Conscience, or God.

Mr. Alcott. Are you to worship Conscience?

Charles. Yes.

]V1r. Alcott. Is it any where but in yourself?

Charles, Yes; it is in Nature.

Mr. Alcott. Is it in other people?

Charles. Yes ; there is more or less of it

HumS^
°^ "^ other people, unless they have taken it

out.

Mr. Alcott. Can it be entirely taken out?

* See Conversation XXVIII. — a remaik of Mr. Alcott's.

t This improvisation is preserved in its words.
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Charles. Goodness ah'/ays lingers in Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Is Conscience any where but in Hu-
man Nature?

Charles. It is in the Supernatural.

fhe7n'vuibie!^
Mr. Alcott. You said at first that there

was something in outward Nature, which

we should worship.

Charles. No ; I don't think we should worship any

thing but the Invisible.

Mr. Alcott. What is the Invisible?

Charles. It is the Supernatural.

John B. It is the Inward— the S])iritual.

But I don't see why we should not worship the sun

a little as well —
Mr. Alcott. As well as the Sunmaker?

^/nIiuS" ^"^ ^^^^'^' ^^'^ sun-worshippers.

John B. Yes ; a little ; for the sun gives

us light and heat.

Mr. Alcott. What is the difference between your

feeling when you think of the sun, or the ocean, (Ae

described some grand scenes,) and when you think of

Conscience acting in such cases as

—

{he gave some

striking instances of moral power.) Is there not a dif-

ference ?

( They raised their hands.)

What is the name of the feeling with which you look at

Nature?

Several. Admiration.
Mr. Alcott. But when Conscience governs our

weak body, is it not a Supernatural Force? Do you

not feel the awe of the inferior before a superior nature?

And is not that worship? The sun cannot produce it.

Josiah. Spirit worships Spirit. Clay wor-
Spiritual Awe. , . ^,

ships Clay.
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„ - Mr. Alcott. Wait a moment, Josiah. 1
Supremacy of '

Spirit over wish to talk with the others: let me ask
Nature.

, , . . .^ /. , ,them this question;— Do you feel that

Conscience is stronger than the mountain, deeper and

more powerful than the ocean? Can you say to your-

self, I can remove this mountain.'*

Josiah {burst out,) Yes, Mr. Alcott! I do not mean
that with my body I can lift up a mountain— with my
hand ; but I can feel ; and I know that my Conscience

is greater than the mountain, for it can feel and do ; and

the mountain cannot. There is the mountain, there!

It was made, and that is all. But my Conscience can

grow. It is the same kind of Spirit as made the moun-

tain be, in the first place. I do not know what it may
be and do. The Body is a mountain, and the Spirit

says, be moved, and it is moved into another place.

Mr. Alcott, we think too much about Clay.

We should think of Spirit. I think we
should love Spirit, not Clay. I should think a mother

now would love her baby's spirit ; and supi)ose it

should die, that is only the Spirit bursting away out of

the Body. It is alive ; it is perfectly happy ; I really do

not know why people mourn when their friends die. I

should think it would be matter of rejoicing. For in-

stance, now, if we should go out into the
Rdease from ^^^.^^^ ^^^j ^^^^ ^ y^^^^ ^^ ^jj ^j^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^

should })ut into it some very fine pearls, and

bye and bye the box should grow old and break, why,

we should not even think about the box ; but if the

pearls were safe, we should think of them and nothing

else. So it is with the Soul and Body. I cannot see

why people mourn for bodies.

Mr, Alcott, Yes, Josiah ; that is all true, and we
are glad to hear it. Shall some one else now speak be-

side you.''

Josiah. Oh, Mr. Alcott! then I will stay in at

recess and talk.
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Mr. Alcott. When a little infant opens
Instinct of
Adoration in its eyes upon this world, and sees things
"'^"°^'

out of itself, and has the feeling of admira-

tion, is there in that feeling the beginning of worship?

JosiAH. No, Mr. Alcott ; a little baby does not

worship. It opens its eyes on the outward world, and

sees things, and perhaps wonders what they are
;

but it don't know any thing about them or itself. It

don't know the uses of any thing ; there is no worship

in it.

Mr. Alcott. But in this feeling of wonder and ad-

miration which it has, is there not the beginning of wor-

ship that will at last find its object.''

JosiAH. No ; there is not even the beginning of wor-

ship. It must have some temptation, I think, before it

can know the thing to worship.

Mr. Alcott. But is there not a feeling that comes

up from within, to answer to the things that come to the

eyes and ears.''

JosiAH. But feeling is not worship, Mr. Alcott.

Mr. Alcott. Can there be worship without feeling.'*

JosiAH. No ; but there can be feeling without wor-

ship. For instance, if I prick my hand with a pin, I

feel, to be sure, but I do not worship.

Mr. Alcott. That is bodily feeling. But what I

mean is, that the little infant finds its power to worship

in the feeling which is first only admiration of what is

without.

JosiAH. No, no ; I know what surprise is, and I

know what admiration is ; and perhaps the little crea-

ture feels that. But she does not know enough to know

that she has Conscience, or that there is temptation.

My little sister feels, and she knows some things ;
but

she does not worship.*

* Here I was obliged to pause, as I was ahogether fatigued

with keeping my pen in long and uncommonly constant requisition.
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Mr. Alcott. Now I wish you all to think.
" ^^^ '

What have we been talking about to-day?

Charles. Spiritual Worship.

Mr. Alcott. And what have we concluded it to be?

Charles. The Worship of Conscience in our Spirit.

I was enabled to preserve the words bet'er than usual, because

Josiah had so much of the conversation, whose impediment of

speech makes his enunciation slow, and whose fine choice of lan-

guage and steadiness of mind, makes him easy to follow and

remember. — Reg.



CONVERSATION XXXIV
SPIRITUAL SUBSISTENCE,

Conversation of Jesus with his Disciples, from the Sacred Text. — Emblem

of Spiritual Excellence. — Piety. — Philanthropy. — Spirituality. —
Spiritual Obedience. — Practical Duties, — Temperance.— End of Life.—

Diffusion of Good. — Self-Knowledge.

Mr. Alcott. Where did we leave Jesus.

Several. In Samaria ; at Jacob's well ; near Sy-

char ; close by Mount Gerasim, talking with a woman.

Mr. Alcott then read the

CONVERSATIOZV OF JESUS WITH HIS DISCIPLES.

Joh: 31-42.

Vulgar iEra, 27.

Julian Period,
4740.

Samaria,

Matt. ix. 37.

Progress.
31 In the mean while his disciples prayed

him, saying, Master, eat.

32 But he said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye

know not of.

33 Therefore said the disciples one to another. Hath any

man brought him aught to eat .'

34 Jesus saith unto them. My meat is to do the will of

him that sent me, and to finish his work.

35 Say ye not. There are yet four months, and then com-

eth harvest ? behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes, and

look on the fields ; *for they are white already to harvest

36 And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth

fruit unto life eternal: that both he that sowcth and he that

reapeth may rejoice together.

37 And herein is that saying true. One soweth, and

another reapeth.

38 I sent you to reap that whereon ye bestowed no la-

bor: other men labored, and ye are entered into their

labors.
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Vulgar iEia, 27. 39 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on

^^^Q ' him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told

me ail that ever I did.

Samaria. 40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they

besought him that he would tarry with them : and he abode

there two days.

41 And many more believed because of his own word
;

42 And said unto the woman. Now we believe, not be-

cause of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and

know that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the

world.

He then asked, What interested you .''

^ ^, , Andrew. The white fields ; I thought they
Emblem ot

. ,

Spiritual were emblematic of the purity of the
Excellence. . .

spirit.

Mr. Alcott. The fields are white when they are

ripe. When is the Spirit ripe .'*

Andrew. When all its evil is out.

Mr. Alcott. An old man is compared in the Bible

to " a shock of corn fully ripe." What ripens Spirit .•*

Andrew. Truth, Love.

Others. Patience, Faith.

Lemuel. Repentance after we have done wrong.

Samuel R. Self-sacrifice.

Charles. Self-examination.

Others. Self-control.

Edward. I thought when Jesus said the fields were

all at once ready for the harvest, he did a miracle on the

grain.

Charles. I thought he meant the Spiritual harvest

was ready, though it was four months to the other.

Mr. Alcott. What persons is he thinking of ?

Charles and John B. The disciples. — Their faith

was ripe.

Lemuel. No ; Jesus' own spirit was ripe, and he

did miracles.
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JosiAH. I think the field means God, the wheat is

men — the ears that are not ripe are men who have not

done his will — the ripened ears are men perfect.

George K. I was interested in Jesus'
'^ ^'

saying " My meat is to do the will of him

that sent me." I think it means that the spirit should

live by doing good — on faith and love.

Mr. Alcott. To what actions do those principles

lead.?

Emma. To teach people in conversations, as he was

doing then.

GeorCxE K. And to do miracles, cleanse
laniropj,

pg^^pjg^ Carrying off their devils, which

means their j)assions.

Mr. Alcott. What are unclean spirits ?

Lemuel. Appetites.

Mr. Alcott. What are demons.''

Several (at once.) Anger. Lying. Impatience.

Passions. Fretfulness. Swearing.

Mr. Alcott. And it was the meat of Jesus, to cast

these demons and unclean spirits out of Human Na-

ture.

Martha. It was his meat to preach

John B. And to teach men to believe in their spirits

more than their bodies.

Mr. Alcott. Jesus had been hungry this
pm ua 1 y.

^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^.^ disciples to buy food.

What did he mean when he said he had "meat they

knew not of".''

John B. He wanted to teach them to feed their

spirits.

Mr. Alcott. What is spiritual meat .''

John B. Doing good.

Mr. Alcott. What spiritual food do you live on .''
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John B. Sometimes I want to do something, and

my conscience tells me not, and I do not do it.

Mr. Alcott. But if you obey appetite instead ?

John B. Then I do not God's will or work.

Mr. Alcott. Who among you has a work .''

{Ml held up hands.')

What is your work.''

Several. Obedience. Love. Faith.

Obedience. Mr. Alcott. What is the work which

God has sent us to do in the body .'* Here

is a Spirit in the midst of the Body. You know the

body's food. What is the Spirit's food .? What is the

work we are to do .''

Charles. To conquer the body, and not injure it by

excessive eating or passions.

Mr. Alcott. Is it then part of the work to save the

body, and how.?

Charles. By making it obey conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Who among you tease your mothers

sometimes for good things to eat, or for any pleasures

of the body 1

(Several.)

JosiAH. The work is love to God and man. If you

love any person you will do the things they wish, and if

you love God, you will do his will.

Edward J. Our work is to do good ourselves and

to set an example to others.

Mr. Alcott. Did any of you ever set an example

to others, that ought to be imitated.''

(Several.)

" Let your light so shine before men, that they may see

your good works."

What is the great end of life .'*
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. , Edward J. Goodness.
Practical
Duties. Charles. To set an exainple.

Welles. To resist temptation and show-

others how.

George. To repent, and make other people.

Andrew. To keep the commandments.

Edward C. To be good, to try to be good.

John B. and Augustine. Obedience to Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. What is Conscience.''

John B. Our Goodness.

Mr. Alcott. Is there no goodness in Conscience

but ours.''

John B. Yes ; God's goodness.

George B. Self-control.

Samuel R. To be good, and do good.

Ellen. Self-sacrifice of every thing bad in us, our

passions, &,c.

Lucia. Sacrifice our body to our Spirits.

Mr. Alcott. Must we spoil our bodies.?

Lucia. No ; we must take care of them.

Mr. Alcott. What is the name of the
Temperance. ^.^.^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ of the body.?

Lemuel. Temperance.

Lucy. Self-control is the great end of life.

Mr. Alcott. Jesus said he was doing his Father's

work.

Now will each of you tell me what work
End of Life. , • 3

you are doing.''

Charles. Trying to be better ; but I do not succeed.

I have small works besides of a different kind.

William C. My work is play.

(Almost all the rest held up hands.)

Mr. Alcott. Who live principally to gratify them-

selves.?

(Several held up hands.)
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Who like themselves as well as any body?

( Three held up hands.)

Who like others better?

(The rest.)

„._ . What did Jesus mean by sayinj' " One
Diffusion '' JO
of Good. sows and another reaps "?

Charles. One does right and others imitate.

Mr. Alcott. The Sower is seldom the reaper.

Who is the great sower.

Augustine. Jesus.

Mr. Alcott. What does the woman

ever I did"?

George. The j)rincipal things in her life.

Mr. Alcott. There are some people who seem to

know usj and all that is in us ; such understand Human
Nature — the seat and source of Wisdom in the Con-

sciousness.
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QUICKENING AGENCY OF SPIRIT.

REANIMATION.

Healing of the Nobleman's Son, from the Sacred Text. — Sensualism.

—

Spiritualism. — Spiritual Faith. — Healing Agency of Faith. — Faith and

Reason. — Pictures of the Curing. — Kevival of Consciousness. — Divine

Radiance.— Primal Holiness or Depravity. — Sympathetic Faith Ideal

Physician. — School for Physical and Spiritual Culture.

Mr. Alcott. Jesus was going to Galilee, you

know, when he stopped at the well near Sychar. He
went on to Cana, where he had made the water into

wine. Here the circumstance is mentioned, which I

shall now read.

HEALING OF THE NOBLEMAN's SON AT CANA.

John iv. 43-54.

Vulgar ^ra, 57. 43 Now after two days he departed thence.
Julian Period, Faith. » . r- 1 1

4Y40 an" went into Gahlee.

44 For* Jesus himself testified, that a prophet hath no

Oana, in Galilee, honor in his own country.

45 Then, when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeani

* Matt.xii. 7. received him, having seen all the things that he did at Je-

rusalem at the feast : for they also went unto the feast.

I

J 46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, f where he

made the water wine. And there was a certain nobleman,

whose son was sick at Capernaum.

47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaa

into Galilee, he went unto him, and besought him that he

would come down, and heal his sor : for he was at the point

of death.

I ch.
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Vulgar ^ra, 27. 48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and
f"'i^"

Ji'"^'^' wonders, ye will not believe.
4740. '

-^

49 The nobleman saith unto him. Sir, come down ere my
Ciina, in Galilee, child die.

50 Jesus saith imto him, Go thy way ; thy son liveth.

And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto

him, and he went his way.

51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him,

and told him, saying. Thy son liveth.

52 Then inquired he of them the hour when he began to

amend. And they said unto him. Yesterday at the seventh

hour the fever left him.

53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in

the which Jesus said unto him. Thy son liveth: and him-

self believed, and his whole house.

54 This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when

he was come out of Judaea into Galilee.

Several. I was interested in the words, " Thy son

lives."

Sensualism.
George B. I thought of the words " Ex-

cept ye see signs and wonders, ye will not

believe." They liked material actions, such as making

the sick well.

John B. He thought the nobleman would not be-

lieve without some sign to his outward eyes.

Mr. Alcott. Can we depend on such signs as

these .''

John B. Not so much as on spiritual miracles, such

as giving up your body to make people better. To turn

the water into wine is a material miracle. People like

material miracles best generally — but they are not so

real as the spiritual ones. All their use is to be signs of

spiritual miracles.

Mr. Alcott. Which kind do you like best.''

John B. Spiritual ; for I can understand
Spirituahsm.

gpii-jtual things better than I can material

things,— and sometimes material miracles deceive us,

because we do not know what they are signs of, but to
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know the spiritual things makes me understand the

material.

Mr. Alcott. Who else understands spiritual things

best?

{Many held up hands.)

Who understand material things best?

(Several held up hands.)

John B. The nobleman believed in spir-
pin ua ai i.

jj.y^| [[jij^gg; jt g^ys he " believed with

his whole house."

One. It interested me most, that when he was
going home, the servants should meet him and tell him

his son was well.

Frederic. It interested me, that the nobleman went

expecting a certain sort of answer ; and as he received

such an one as he expected, he believed. I meant to

say something else, but I have lost it.

Welles. Jesus cured the son, because he saw the

father had faith. First, Jesus told him he would not

believe, except he saw signs and wonders. But when
he saw the man did believe, he told him to go, for the

wonder was done as he would find.

Mr. Alcott. Which comes first, faith or the sign?

Welles. Sometimes one and sometimes the other.

I think Jesus said that about the signs and wonders, to

see what the man would say, and how much faith he

had.

Mr. x^lLcott. Can you see any connexion
Vgency

of Faith.
"'-'"-^^^^'"'^ between the faith and the curing? What

acted on the child?

Welles. The word that Jesus said ; and he said the

word because of the man's faith.

Mr. Alcott. What sort of word was it that was

spoken?

VOL. ir. 9
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Welles. I have a thought which I cannot express.

George K. Jesus would not have cured the child,

unless he had seen that the nobleman had faith.

Andrew. So I think, but I cannot explain it.

George K. The way it cured the child was, that

God heard the prayer, and cured the child for Jesus'

sake.

Andrew. But Jesus was God.

Mr. Alcott. Do you wish to leave the subject

here."*

George and Andrew. I should like to carry it

deeper, bat I cannot.

Charles. I think that Jesus prayed inwardly to

God to let him cure the child, and God answered him,

and he said the word, and it was said in such an im-

pressive manner, that the nobleman remembered every

thing, time and all. There was something Supernatural

about the manner, and the nobleman felt it, and felt who

it was that was speaking.

Mr. Alcott. Could you explain the faith

Reas^'on"'^ '^"^ cure without the Supernatural?

Charles. No ; it would not be so Godlike.

Mr. Alcott. What faculty sits in judgment when

you do not feel the Supernatural.'*

Charles. The Reason.

John B. Jesus could do it because he had
Pictures of f^ith in God.
the Cure.

Martha. The man had so much hope,

that when he saw Jesus he had faith. I thought Jesus

looked very meek and willing, and showed it by speak-

ing in kind tones.

Mr. Alcott. Have you ever had so much confi-

dence in something spiritual, as to believe against

external appearances?

Martha. Yes ; but I had rather not tell.



REANIMATION. 99

John B. I thought Jesus had robes on, and looked

pleased, and spoke in a soft voice. The nobleman's

voice was not like his, but rough, and he looked rough.

Mr. Alcott. What makes softness in the voice.''

John B. Because of pleasantness in the spirit.

Charles. I thought Jesus had on a white robe that

fell round his feet, and his hair hung all round his head
;

and at first there was a look of sorrow and pity for the

poor buy's sickness. Then a smile lighted up his face,

when he saw the nolileman's faith. The nobleman

looked worn down with watching and anxiety ; and

when the smile of hope, and fiiith, and joy first

gleamed up, his face did notseeni fit for a smile, but the

smile soon went all over him, like the coming forth of

a sun — a spiritual sun — and the smile itself seemed to

refresh him.

Emma. I had a thought, but when Charles began to

speak my thought went away. I think the voice of

Jesus sounded like music.

Mr. Alcott. Did it have hope or fear in it.
''

Emma. Hope.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think hopeful people have the

most musical voices.''

Emma. I never observed ; but I should think they

would have.

Samuel R. I think Jesus was God in a Body ; so he

did not have faith in God, but in himself.

Lucv. Jesus made the boy live, because

Conslfousaess. ^'i« nobleman did not want the signs and

v/onders. It was better to believe without

signs an«l wonders.

Mr. Alcott. Were any of you ever near dying.''

George K. Yes ; but I did not know it myself.

Lucy. I was very sick lately, and I was crazy.

Mr. Alcott. Where was your Mind then.''

5524Cm



100 RECORD OF CONVERSATIONS.

Lucy. It was insensible within me. When it came
back to me, I felt as if I was waking up.

Mr. Alcott. How did you feel in your Spirit ?

Lucy. I felt gratitude.

Mr. Alcott. Do you suppose that feeling made you

get well any sooner?

Lucy. I don't know. Perhaps it did.

Ellen. I thought Jesus looked pleasant,

diance.
^^ kind, and happy; the nobleman looked

scornful. Jesus wanted to know if he had

faith.

JosiAH. I thoug-ht there were rays of glory round

Jesus' head— spiritual rays.

Mr. Alcott. Could they be seen.''

JosiAH. No : painters only draw them in pictures

to distinguish hiin.

Mr. Alcott. Of all the people, whom you have

known, who best deserve crowns of rays?

JosiAH. Little babies — I know well

or"Ca"vur" e»o"Sh what a little baby is.

Mr. Alcott. Well, what is it?

JosiAH. Oh, a beautiful little thing, with pretty

little body, and hands, and feet.

Mr. Alcott. And is what comes to the eye em-

blematic of the Spirit within?

Ellen. If babies are so good, what does the Bible

mean where it says we "go astray from the womb
speaking lies "?

Mr. Alcott. What do you think it means?

Ellen. That the nature is bad.

Mr. Alcott. Some people think it is so, and others

think that it is the example of those grown up, which

makes children speak lies early in life. The fact re-

mains ; we differ as to the explanation.
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Do you think that you have any thing in

Sympathetic yo") which, if spokeii to, as the nobleman's
Faith.

faith was, could cure a sick brother or

sister?

(Several held up hands.)

What is it?

Several. Faith.

Charles. Physiological Faith I should call it.

Mr. Alcott. You mean a Faith that acts on the

Body. A complete knowledge of Physiology would

show to us the nerves, by which the Soul acts directly

on the l)ody, and makes it move, and causes changes in

it. We have a good deal of this power now, though

we do not understand it so as to use it very extensively.

Suppose you should look very cross or sad to a sick

brother ; or speak as if you were in despair ; would

he l)e likely to get better by looking at you?

Several. No ; indeed.

Mr. Alcott. But suppose you looked very cheer-

ful and bright, and very kindly. Would that have a

good effect?

( They assented.)

Does faith cure the body without other means?

Several. P^iith in the doctor's medicine cures.

Others. No ; faith in God cures.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose, when you took the medi-

cine, you should feel that it would never do you

the least good, would the medicine be so likely to act

well?

(None held up hands.)

Can you help the medicine with your state of mind?

(All held up hands.)

Samuel R. I have heard it said that people are

always cross when they are getting well ; and that it is

a good sign.
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Mr. Alcott. How many of you think

Physician. that, if a physician understood the Soul

as well as the Body and Medicine, he

would be more likely to cure than if he only under-

stood the latter?

(^Ml held up hands.)

Was there ever such a physician?

All. Jesus Christ.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; Jesus was a Physiologist and

Psychologist too.

. , ^, . Charles. I wish there was a School for
School for Pliysi-

caland Spiritual learning Physiology and Psychology.

Mr. Alcott. We attempt to study both

in this School. Our subject this morning has been psy-

chological, and now we must prepare for the lesson in

Physiology, That comes after recess.



CONVERSATION XXXVI

SUPREMACY OF SPIRITUAL FORCE.

AWE.

Reading in the Synagogue at Nazareth, from the Sacred Text. — Awe. —
Moral Fearlessness. — Forbearance. —Self-Reproof.— Awe of Innocence.
— Natural in the Supernatural.— Preaching.— Prejudice and Partiali-

ty.— Moral Influence.

Mr. Alcott. Jesus was at Cana the last time we
read of him, and received a visit from a nobleman of
Capernaum. To-day we find him at Nazareth.
Mr. Alcott read the

FIRST PREACHING OF JESUS AT NAZARETH.

Luke iv. 16-30.

u.,i««, a?«„ CT7 T • . 16 And he came to * Nazareth, where he hadVulgar^ra, 27. Inspiration. . , ,^ ,
^.' ^

Julian Period, been brought up: and, as his custom was,
4740. he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood

Nazareth. "P for to read.

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the

* Matt. xiii. 54. prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he

found the place where it was written,

t Isaiah \xi, 1. 18 f The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

Because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel

to the poor

;

He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted,

To preach deliverance to the captives,

And recovering of sight to the blind.

To set at liberty them that are bruised,

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
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Vulijar ^ta,27. 20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the

''"''4740^"°''' '"'"'^'c'"' '^"'^ ^^t ''°w ^^"<' t'l^ eyes of all them that

were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

Nazareth. 21 And he began to say unto thorn, This day is this Scrip-

ture fulfilled in your ears.

22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gra-

cious words which proceeded out of his mouth. And they

said, Is not this Joseph's son ?

23 And i.e suid unto them, Ye will surely say unto me
this proverb. Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we hare

heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thy country.

* Matt. xiii. 57, 24 And he said, Veiily I say unto you, No *prophet is

accepted in his own country,

t 1 Kin^s xvii 9 ~^ ^"' ' ^^^^ ^^^ °^ ^ truth, f many widows were in Israel

in the days of Elias, when tiie heaven was shut up three

years and six months, when great famine was throughout all

the land
;

26 l?ut unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sa-

ropta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman tliat teas a. widow.

X 2 Kings V. 14. 27 J And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eli-

scus tiie prophet ; and none of tliem was cleansed, saving

Naaman the Syrian.

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these

things, were filled with wrath,

29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led

him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was built,

tliatthcy might cast him down headlong.

30 But he passing through the midst of them went his

way.

Emma. I think there was somethiriff mi-

raculous in the esca[)e 01 Jesus.

Ellen. He would not have escaped, if he had de-

served to be cast down.

Mr. Alcott. What preserved hinn .'*

Ellen. The spirit that was in him ; they were

awed by his looks.

John B. God was in him.

Augustine. He did not escape because he deserved

to. He deserved not to be crucified.

Ellen. He escaped then, because it could not

have done good to others to have him killed then ; as it

did when he was crucified.
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Mr. Alcott. What was that in him which

fessnes^^'^'^
produced the awe, of which Ellen spoke ?

Several, {at once.) Conscience. Truth.

Indignation.

Charles. The Supernatural.

Franklin. I think it was because they saw him go

along without the least fear. This surprised them so,

that they were motionless, until he was gone ; and I

think they were all left standing in amazement.

Andrew. As he did not seem afraid of them, they

thought it would be of no use to throw him down the

hill. They feared he would do something to them.

Samuel R. His not being afraid made them afraid.

Charles. It seemed to me that they carried him to

the very verge, before he looked at them. Then, I

thought, he turned and looked, and they were so struck,

that they stood motionless, with their hands up all ready

to strike.

George K. I think their hands fell when Jesus

turned upon them.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever have any person look at

you, as if they saw every thing in you.''

(Several held up hands.)

Mr. Alcott. What if you should try this
or earance.

j^^gthod o£ looking, whcn you are struck or

injured by boys in the street.''

Charles. Suppose a look does not do?

Mr. Alcott. It will be time then to try some other

means. Try this first.

Mr, Alcott. Can you tell when you have
eproo

. QQQ^ a similar effect produced .''

Charles. Yes ; I have seen it among boys. When
some boys were once abusing a little boy, they stopped

short as I saw them ; there seemed no reason but his

looking at them. And once I was going to drown a

puppy, and he looked up at me so that I could not.



106 RECORD OF CONVERSATIONS.

Emma. Once you looked at me when I was whisper-

ing, and I could not look at you.

John B. I have felt that when I was playing in

school, very often.

Samuel R. I once wanted a dog to do something, he

did not want to ; and I was going to beat him, and he

looked at me so that I could not.

Mr. Alcott There is a creature— very feeble—
who lives in your house, but in whose feebleness there

is a power—
Several. Little Babies,

innocelicc.
^^- ^LCOTT. Have any of you ever been

a A ed by a Child's face?

Herbert. I have.

Lucy. So have I. I have tried to take a baby, and

it did not want to be taken, and I did not want to, then.

Mr. Alcott. Did any of you ever take a little

baby, and swing and toss it round, without observing

how it looked, or feeling any awe.'' How many take

away things from childien, without caring how they

feel or look .''

Samuel U. Yes ; sometimes I have wanted to take

away something from my little sister, and could not,

because she looked so innocent.

Mr. Alcott. How many think there is something

Supernatural in a Babe?

(Several held up hands.)

How many of you think there was a good
Natural in tlie i i/>^i-i i- t i^ii il-
Supernatural, t'eai 01 this looK in Jcsus, that helped him

escape?

(Many held up hands.)

Was that a miracle?

Emma. Yes.

Ellen. 1 do not think it was a miracle. It was
natural that he should look so, and that they should

feel it.
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Mr. Alcott. Is a miracle unnatural.'*

Ellen. It has not a natural cause.

Mr. Alcott. Could there be any thing natural

without the Supernatural? Supernatural means above

nature j and does not the power above nature show
itself in nature, and cause those acts which you call

miraculous?

(No answer.)

John B. I liked the passage that Jesus
Preaching.

i ,, r. • i

read. " Freaclung the gospel to the poor"
means, that he would teach them how to get their living.

" Healing the broken-hearted " means, to comfort them
when their brothers and sisters die. I don't understand

about " preaching deliverance." " Recovering sight to

the blind " means, curing spiritual blindness, and curing

outward eyes too ; so that the outward eyes may see the

emblems of spiritual things. I don't understand the

rest.

George K. I think " the Spirit of the Lord " is God.

"The poor" means poor in money, and the preaching

is to make them good and go to meeting. To " preach

deliverance to captives" is, to preach in prisons, that if

they would repent God would not punish them. To
"recover sight to the blind " is, to clear out the Spirit's

eye as well as the Body's. To "bind up the bruised"

is to heal them.

JNIartha. I think to "preach to the f)oor " is, to

preach to the j}oor in spirit, to those who have not

goodness in their spirit; and to "heal the broken-

hearted " is, to comfort the sorrowing for friends.

Mr. Alcott. What else causes sorrow but loss of

friends?

Franflin. The wickedness of our friends.

Charles. Those would be comforted by explaining

the uses of the punishuients.
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Mr. Alcott. Would you like the world better, if

there was no punishment and no suffering?

Several. Once I thought so.

Mr. Alcott. Do you see any good in suffering or

in punishment now? Who makes you suffer?

Charles. Ourselves.

Lucy. The " Spirit's anointing him " means, that

God had made him good, to make those who were poor

in goodness— rich.

Mr. Alcott. Then there is another kind of poverty

than of riches. Which is the worst kind of poverty?

Lucy. Poverty of kindness.

Mr. Alcott. Do you suppose there are any very

poor people, who are rich in spirit?

Lucy. Yes ; the broken-hearted means being sorry

for wrong-doing ; and he gives them repentance to bind

them up. The captives means those who are bound by

their wickedness.

Mr. Alcott. Give me an instance of such a

captive.

Lucy. A little girl, who has done wrong and is not

sorry, is captivated by her sin ; and being blind means

that they cannot see goodness.

Mr. Alcott. Did they lose their sight all at once?

Lucy. No ; not all at once ; but they do wickedly,

and then forget the difference between right and wrong.

Mr. Alcott. Do we begin by knowing right and

wrong?

Lucy. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Have you lost any of your spiritual

sight?

Lucy. I suppose I have since I was a baby.

Welles and Nathan. I did not know any thing

when I was a baby. There is no right or wrong in a

baby.
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Lucy. '^ The bruised " means those who are a little

wicked, but want to be good ; and Jesus will show them
how.

Mr. Alcott. Was the Spirit of the Lord ever upon
you?

John B. When I have been doing right it has helped

me, and when I have been helping others.

Lemuel. I think " to preach the acceptable year of

the Lord " means, that he taught what would be accep-

table to God all the time.

Lucia. I was interested in the " Scripture's being

fulfilled " — it was fulfilled by Jesus and by the apostles.

John B. And, in a small degree now, by preachers.

Charles. But on not near so large a plan, as that on

which Jesus preached. He had to find out what he

preached in himself. And so should all.

Mr. Alcott. Those may hold up their hands, who
think one is preaching the Gospel to the poor, when
he is making money to hoa'd, and setting that example.

{None.)

Or who is angry every day and oppressing the weak.

{None.)

Do you preach the Gospel even to one?

{None held up hands.)

Do you heal the broken-hearted? make it a point to

comfort your little friends when they are troubled?

{None.)

Do you ever deliver the captive— those captured by bad

habits — even yourselves?

{None.)

Are any of you blind?

{Several.)

Do you begin to recover your sight ?

{Ml held up hands.)

VOL. II. 10



HO RECORD OF CONVERSATIONS.

How many spend all the year acceptably to the Lord.''

(^None.)

Ellen. I want to know what Josiah thinks.

JosiAH. I have no thoughts.

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by the words,

"And all bore him witness".''

Charles. They all saw him.

Ellen. And some felt the truth of the words.

George K. Gracious words mean comfort. I

should not think they would have wanted to cast him

off the hill.

Mr. Alcott. What did they mean by

pSiur"'^ saying. " Is not this Joseph's son .?
"

Lemuel. They knew Joseph, and that

he was a carpenter ; and when they saw there was

something great in Jesus, they envied him, and said.

Can this be the Carpenter's son, whom we all know?
Mr. Alcott. What is meant by " A prophet is not

accepted in his own country ".''

Martha. We are more likely to think highly of

those we don't know — who come from some other

place.

Augustine. No ; I think we are more likely to

think our own countrymen great.

Mr. Alcott. These people had seen Jesus ever

since he was a child — they had doubtless seen him at

play. Do you supj)ose Jesus played.''

Georke K. and Others. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Did he play well do you think.

^

Several. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose a person is greater,
Moral Influ- i ^^ ^i » j i

•
i -n

ence. better than people around him, how will

they treat him.''

Augustine. He must make them understand him.
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Mr. Alcott. Suppose they are interested in other

things .''

Augustine. He must talk to them and convince them,
not all at once, nor every one. Those people thought

a carpenter was not so high as others. But there is no
reason why a carpenter's son should not be as great as

any other man.

Lemuel. Because they are poor ! Some people

think their riches include goodness.

Mr. Alcott. How many of you think that, if you
were to go into another town or school, and begin to

talk as you do here on spiritual subjects, you should be

understood ; or would it be disagreeable.''

Lemuel. The schoolmaster would not let you stay.

George K. He would be glad, if he was a spiritual

man, for then he would teach so himself. But I guess

he would not be a spiritual man if he did not have

spiritual scholars.

Mr. Alcott. Most schoolmasters mean to be spirit-

ual.

Lemuel. I know one who is not spiritual.
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INSPIRATION OF GENIUS.

DIVINE ELOQUENCE.

Jesus teaching on the Sabbath at Capernaum, from the Sacred Text.— EfTect

of Eloquence.— Person and features of Je-us. — Gravity and Sincerity.

—

Seriousness and Soberness. — Eloquence. — Spiiitual Perversion. — Spir-

itual Doctrine.— Agency of Faith. — Thouglit and l^anguage. — Genius.

Supernatural in Conscience.

Mr. Alcott read the

POWER OF THE PREACHING OF JESUS.

Luke iv. 31,32.

Vulgar ^ra, 27. 3^ ^j,^ jp^^g ^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^Q Capernaum, a
Julian Period, Genius.

. „ ^ ... , , ,

474Q, city of Galilee, and taught them on the

Sabbath days.

Capernaum. 53 ^^d they were astonished at his doctrine : * for hi»

* Matt. vi. 29. '"'^'^'^ ^^^ ^'^"^ power.

He asked what thoughts they awakened ?

Susan. They could not understand his

iSquence. words, hecause they were so great.

Mr. Alcott. Were the words hard words,

or was the meaning great.''

Susan. The meaning was great— inward.

Andrew. They were not used to hear about Spirit

;

they were in the habit of talking about bodies, and they

were surprised at the new words.

Mr. Alcott. Did Jesus make new words?
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Andrew. No ; but they were not in the habit of
using such words, or thinking of such things ; they did

not believe there was Spirit, because they could not see

it.

Mr. Alcott. Is there any thing mysterious in

Spirit?

Andrew. No ; not in itself.

Person and
^^' ^L^OTT. HoW did JcSUS look, do yOU

Features of think, when he spoke?
Jesus.

r -1 • • 1Andrew. Like a minister, only not so

sober.

Mr. Alcott. Why do ministers look sober ?

Andrew. Oh, they think they must look sober.

Jesus was not sober. He did not laugh loud, but he

smiled.*

(Here Mr. Alcott read a description of the person of
Jesus. )

* " A Description of the Person of Jesus Christ, as it

was found in an Ancient JWanuscript, sent by Piiblius

Latilus, President of Judea, to the Senate of Porne."

'' There lives at this time in Judea, a man of singular charac-

ter, whose name is Jesus Christ. The barbarians esteem him a

prophet, but his followers adore him as the immediate offspring

of the immortal God. He is endowed with such unparalleled

virtue, as to call back the dead from their graven, and to heal

every kind of disease with a word or touch. His person is tall

and elegantly shaped ; his aspect amiable and reverend ; his hair

flows into those beauteous shades which no united colors can

match, falling into graceful curls below his ears, agreeably

couching on his shoulders, and parting on the crown of his head^

like the head dress of the sect of Nazarites. His forehead is

smooth and large, his cheeks without a spot, save that of a lovely

red, his nose and mouth are formed with exquisite symmetry,

his bjard is thick and suitable to the hair of the head, reaching

a little below the chin, and parting in the middle like a fork ^

10*
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Mr. Alcott. Do yon think ministers put

Sincerfty" on a sohei* look?

Andrew. Yes ; I think they do. I have

always thought so.

Augustine. They don't feel as they look.

{Mmost all raised their hands.)

Mr. Alcott. Have you not seen ministers who
looked as if they put nothing on?

Emma. I do'nt know any one who puts on a face

!

Ellen. Nor I.

(Others raised their hands.)

Welles. Ministers ought to look soberer than

others.

Andrew. They ought to feel so, but not look so.

Augustine. If they feel more sober, they must look

so.

Several. Yes ; they should look as they feel.

John B. They ought to be soberer than others in

the pulpit. Sometimes they may get into a frolic at

home. They ought not to do that in the i)ulpit.

his eyes are bright, clear, and serene. He rebukes with majesty,

counsels with mildness, and invites with the most tender and

persuasive language ; his whole address, whether word or deed,

being elegant, grave, and stiictiy characteiistic of so exalted a

being. No man has seen him laugh, but the whole world

beholds him weep frequently ; and so persuasive are his tears,

that the whole multitude cannot withhold their tears from joining

in sympathy with him. He is very modest, temperate, and wise
;

in short, whatever this phenomenon may turn out in the end,

he seems at present a man of excellent beauty and divine per-

fections, every way surpassing the chikhen of men."

This letter has had an extensive circulation through the coun-

try, but of its history or authenticity we know nothing more
than this, that it was found in Rome, and was published a few

years since with the caption here affixed to it.
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Andrew. They ought not to be frolicsome in the

pulpit, but I don't think they ought to seem better than

they are.

Mr. Alcott. What is it to be sober—
lrSr^"'^^»^^t is the true sober?

Andrew. Jesus was the true sober. He
was sober when he was crucified.

Mr. Alcott. Does it take away enjoyment to be

sober?

Andrew. No ; not all enjoyment. Cheerful is

sober. Soberness is in the Spirit.

JosiAH. I don't think at all as Andrew does. I don't

think Jesus was very sober, only when he did wonderful

things, as when he raised Lazarus.

Welles. I think Jesus was not sober, but serious.

Mr. Alcott. What is the difference? Is there any?

JosiAH. Oh yes ; a great deal. There is sorrow in

seriousness, and there is not in soberness. Jesus was
serious in his crucifixion.

Lemuel. Soberness is the outward ; seriousness is

the most inward.

Welles. I think seriousness is some outward as

well as inward.

George K. I think soberness belongs to the face

more.

Emma. I think soberness has something to do with

the behaviour.

Mr. Alcott. Is there a sober boy here?

All. Samuel R. is sober.

Andrew. Lemuel is sober, except when he is on the

Common.
John D. I think Andrew is sober.

Mr. Alcott. Does any one here lack soberness?

Martha and Ellen. Charles does.

Others. William C. John D. Samuel T.

Mr. Alcott. Are any of the girls sober?
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All. Emma is.

Mr. Alcott. Are your teachers sober.?

{All responded yes.)

)eAre they too so

{Nathan and Josiah thought so.)

Who think I should niake you better if I were more
sober?

(Jill but three held up hands.)

Now think, but you need not say — are your fathers and

mothers just about sober enough to make you good.?

Then ask yourselves these questions— Am I sober

enough.? Am I serious enough.?

John B. " They were astonished at his
Eloquence.

i . • ,, i i i i /•uoctrjne," because he spoke words ot so

much meaning. At first they coukl not understand him,

but afterwards they did.

Mr. Alcott. What are full-meaning words.?

John B. Words about Spirit. In a little while they

understood liim, because meanings come from the Spirit

— spiritual meanings.

Mr. Alcott. Are there any meanings not spiritual.?

Augustine. Wickedness is not spiritual.

Mr. Alcott. What is wickedness.? where
Spiritual

I it come from.?
Perversion.

John B. The body makes wickedness.

A boy raises his hand to strike his sister— the Spirit

raises the hand.

Mr. Alcott. Does wickedness then begin in the

Good .?

All. No ; the Spirit makes goodness ; and it makes

the body too ; and the body makes wickedness.

Nathan. The Body makes the Spirit wicked by the

appetites, which are the body.

Lemuel. No ; there is Spirit in the appetites, but

only a little ; not enough to master the body.
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Andrew. I think, when we are born, we have a small

spirit ; as we grow up the evil comes by little and little
;

the disposition to do evil grows out of the body, and at

last it masters the Spirit. Jesus had a larger sj)irit than

others, and he mastered the evil.

George B. Wickedness made itself out of the body
;

and wickedness makes the body.

Nathan. I think it is made out of the tongue.

Andrew. The serpent is the tongue. When we
double up our fist, or eat too much, that is the devil.

Mr. Alcott. What kind of doctrine was

Eri Je.us' doctrine?

Augustine. Spiritual doctrine.

Mr. Alcott. What is Spiritual Doctrine?

John B. To walk along as he did, when they were
going to pitch him off the hill ; and to make others

better by explaining Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by " His

rSh!^"^ word was with power".?

JosiAH. It means that, when Jesus prayed

to God and asked him to let him have power, God gave

it to him. When he said " Lazarus come forth," his

word was with power, and Lazarus came.

Mr. Alcott. When you pray, does power come?

JosiAH. Yes ; from my Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. But must you try?

JosiAH. Oh yes ; try within, Jesus prayed within

when he said " Lazarus come forth."

Mr. Alcott. Should you say to a little baby that

was lying dead, " come forth," would it come?
JosiAH. No ; because I am not good enough.

Mr. Alcott. Could any person do it?

JosiAH. I don't believe any body ever tried
;
perhaps

they could. The Spirit must try, and that will set the

miud going, and the mind will set the heart going, and
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the heart will set the body going. You must be full of

Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Are any of you full?

Augustine. When I was a little baby I was full.

The Others. We all were.

Mr. Alcott. How did you empty yourselves of

Spirit.''

John B. and Others. By doing wrong ; and we can

get it back by repenting.

JosiAH. We must spend a great deal of time in the

first place in prayer— and then try, when we have

temptation, to withstand it.

Mr, Alcott. What is a powerful word.^

J'^'na!!''
''"'^ ^hat is a word full of power.? What is

the reason some persons' words are fuller of

power than others' .''

Andrew. Some have more spirit; they have used

their sf>irit more, and God has given them more.

Mr. Alcott. How is Spirit weakened.''

Andrew. By doing wrong.

Mr. Alcott. By indulgence. How many of you

think that intemperance — excess of any kind— anger

— weakens your minds.''

{All held up their hands.)

Do any of you think there can be intemperance in doing

right r

( They all laughed. )

Jesus s])oke with power. Does any one here speak

with power.'' Is there any one whose words always

command attention.''

Herbert. Yes ; Samuel R's.

John B. and Others. Josiah's do.

Susan and Others. Emma's.

Lucia. Emma's and Josiah's.

Emma. I think all sometimes speak with power
j

they command my attention.
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Nathan. I think my own words are with power.

Mr. Alcott. You have talked here a year and a

half. Have you ever said all you thought?

Lucy. I guess Emma has not.

Augustine. I always do.

(^Several others held up their hands.)

Mr. Alcott. What has been the subject.''
Genius. . o . iAugustine. supernatural power over

wickedness.

Several. The power of words over wickedness.

Mr. Alcott. What do you mean by supernatural

power ?

Welles. Power over the natural — above the out-

ward.

JosiAH. Words have both natural and supernatural

power.

Mr. Alcott. What is the difference.''

JosiAH. Supernatural words have something to do

with spirit. Natural words only express outward

things.

Mr. Alcott. Have you felt the supernatural power

of words?

Several. I have.

(Mr. Alcott here described a hoy doing

CoSsde^nce?'
'" WTOTig-, fearing that somebody would see him,

hearing his name called, betraying himself

from excess of feeling, S^-c, and asked what was

the feeling T)

Several. The Supernatural in his Conscience.

{He then described a room in which was a dead baby,

whom they had lately seen alive. And afterwards a

storm at sea, and the sinking of a ship, and the

sailors calling upon God''s mercy. Jlnd afterwards

a thunder-storm ; and asked what was the feeling ?)

Several. Sense of the supernatural power.
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SPIRITUAL INFLUENCE.

EXAMPLE.

Review.— Sense of the Supernatural. — The Miraculous Draught of Fishes,

from the Sacred Text. — Emblem of Spiritual Force. — Example.—
Amusement.— Emblem of Cruelty.— Idea of the Miracle.— Emblem of

Providence. — Pictures of the Scene.— Impression of Holiness.— As*

tonishment. — Subject.— Cruel Sports.

Mr. Alcott. What was the subject of
Review.

, ^ ^.3
our last conversation .''

JosiAH. About Jesus teaching the people.

George K. When you asked us last time, what was

the subject of the conversation, Augustine said it was

on Supernatural Power, and Andrew talked about

ministers looking sober.

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by Super-

Su;:?r::i:!S. "«tural power?

John B. A power above all other men's,

and above outward power— Spiritual power.

Mr. Alcott. Could we have such power as Jesus?

{Some held up hands.)

John B. Not near so much.

Augustine. We cannot live without it.

Mr. Alcott. In what faculty does Supernatural

power show itself .''

{No answer.)

John B. In Conscience.

{Several more held up hands.)

Augustine. And in the Imagination.
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LucT. In the Mind,

George K. In Thought.

Mr, Alcott, We can think about other things than

the Supernatural.

John D, and Edward C. In Love and Faith.

John B. Mr. Alcott, what do you think.''

Mr. Alcott. In Conscience.

Charles. I thought of three Faculties ; the Spir-

itual Faculty, the Imaginative Faculty, and the Senses.

Mr. Alcott. Conscience is a sense of the Holy,

the Perfect.

" Unless above himself he can

Erect himself, how poor a thing is man,"

Can you tell me, what this means.**

Charles and George. It means that unless he can

get above the Body, his Spirit will be poor enough.

Mr. Alcott read the lesson for the day.

THE MIRACULOUS DRAUGHT OF FISHES.

Matt. iv. 18.

Vulgar ^ra, 27. j8 And Josus walking by the sea of Galilee,
Julian Peiiort, Lxample.

. i .u a- n j r. .

.^^Q '
'^

saw two brethren, Simon called Peter, and

Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they

Sea of Galilee, ^ere fishers.

Mark i. 17-20.

Mark i. 16. 17 * And Jesus said unto them. Come ye after me, and I

will make you to become fishers of men.

18 And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed

him.

19 And when he had gone a little farther thence, he saw

James the son of Zeliedee, and John his brother, who also

were in tiie ship mending their nets.

20 And straightway he called them: and they left their

father Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went

after him.

VOL. II. 11
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Luke v, 1-11.

Vulgar ^ra, 27. 1 And *it cams to pass, that, as the people pressed upoo

4740, ' '^"" ^° ^''^'^ ^^^ ^°^^ "* ^°''' ^® stood by the lake of Gen-
nesaret,

Seaof Galilee. 2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the

* Matt iv. 18. fi'^hermen were gone out of them, and were washing their

nets.

3 And he entered into one of the ships, wiiicli was Si-

mon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from

the land. And he sal down, and taught the people out of

the ship,

4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon,

Launch oat into tlie deep, and let down your nets ior a

draught.

5 And Simon answering said unto him. Master, we have

toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at

thy word 1 will let down the net.

6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a great

multitude of fishes : and their net brake.

7 And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in

the other ship, that they .should come and li('l|) them. And
they came and filled both the ships, so that they began to

sink.

8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus'

knees, saying, Depart from me ; for I am a sinful man, O
Lord.

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at

the draught of the fishes which they had taken :

10 And so was also James, and John, tiie sons of Zebedee,

which were partner.s with Simon. And Jesus said unto

Simon, Fear not ; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

11 And when they had brought their ships to land, they

forsook all, and followed him.

Ellen. I wish you would ask all the scholars round,

what it means by to " catch men."

Mr. Alcott. Well ; what does it mean.'*

George K. I think it means that they

s^r^iiuTi Force, would preach, and catch men's spirits.

Ellen. The net was their words.

Lucy. The net was the preaching which would

catch the people who believed.
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Mr. Alcott. Are there any such fishermen now-a-

days ?

Lucy. No;— yes; ministers.

Charles. I think he meant they should toil hard

after his death, preaching the Gospel ; until all men
should be caught in the net. All are not caught yet.

Lemuel. The Gospels did not catch any at first.

Mr. Alcott. Have you ever been caught?

Lemuel. When they catch they do not always keep.

Mr. Alcott. How do they get out of the net.^

Lemuel. They do wrong.

Mr. Alcott. Have you been caught.''

Lemuel. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Did you stay, or go backi*

Lemuel. I went back.

Charles. Sometimes the fishes try to break the

meshes and get out — that is doing wrong.

John B. 1 think as Charles does. I did not think

so till Charles sj)oke.

Augustine. It means the disciples should be good,

and talk like him, and bring the bad people back to

goodness.

Andrew. Men are more spiritual than fish ; so they

were made fishers of men.

Franklin. It means that when they preach they

should make peof)Ie believe.

Mr. Alcott. Which is the best kind of fishing, to

catch fish to su[)port men's bodies, or believing men.''

All. The last!

Mr. Alcott. How many of you ever sought to catch

one of your friends to make him better.''

Lucy. 1 have tried to leach my little brother Frank

not to do something wrong, when he was going to do so.

CHARLr-S Some boys Lave taught me something.
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Mr. Alcott. Can you remember the time

when you left oif catching outward fishes,

and tried to do right— to catch spiritual things.'*

Lucy. Since I have been in this school.

Lucia. That is the time when I began.

Mr. Alcott. What are outward fish.''

John D. Trout.

Others. Appetites, pleasures, &c.

Mr. Alcott. When did you leave off* fishing for out-

ward pleasures, and think of Spirit.

George K. At the beginning of this year.

Samuel R. I used to fish for other things a great

deal before I came here.

Charles. I have not left oflT yet, though I have

begun many times.

JosiAH. I never caught a fish in my whole life.

Mr. Alcott. You mean real fishes. How
*" " ' many have been fishing with hook and line

for amusement?

(Many held up hands.)

Do you think it is any amusement to the fishes .-'

(No answer.)

How many think it is pleasant to see the bait-worm

writhe on the hook, and that it is very delightful to see

the fish struggling up?

(No answer.)

Is this humane?
(No answer.)

Andrew. It is pleasant to catch some fish, such as

sharks ; because they catch other fish.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever fish for that purpose?

Andrew. No.

John B. I have fished perch for the ])igs.

Mr. Alcott. Who would go to fish this afternoon.

if they could ?

(Some boys and two girls.)
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Who would not go if they couKl?

( The rest of the. girls and boys.)

Suppose the roof of this temple were taken

Crifeir^
""^

off", and a man should present himself with

a long pole, and on the end of it a line,

a golden one, and he should want something to do,

—

some sport — and looking down he should see all of us,

and should put on the hook something we are fond

of— a very nice piece of bread, and should drop it down
here, and dangle it along, and one of us should catch

hold of it, and he should draw that one up, and look at

him, tear him off*, and tear his throat out at the same

time, {he described farther,) what should we think of

that man ?

Augustine. I think it would be better to have a large

fish, catching, for that would teach us to do as we are

done by.

Mr, Alcott. You neeu not understand by these

questions of mine, that I disapprove of all fishing. Fish

are caught for food, perha])s were intended for food
;

these men caught them for the food of the pcojde who
bought them. Who think that Simon ami Zebedee*8

children caught fish for sport.'*

All. No ; but to sell.

Lucy. Mr. Alcott, I think the reason Jesus

Mhaci'-**'^
made the fishes go in the net, was because

he did not want the men to be disappointed

after toiling all night.

( Others agreed.

)

Ellen. I think it was because they had faith to let

down the net. Jesus rewarded then) for their faith>.

{Many agreed.)

11*
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Joseph. The faith was iti the fishes ; and if the men
had not had faith, the fishes would have gone away.

( William C. agreed. )

Augustine. I think Jesus wanted them to have a

great many fishes, because this was the last lime they

should fish.

George. B. I think Jesus called the fish.

George K. I think it was to reward their patience

in letting down the net.

George B. The reason the fishes came into the net

was because God made the fishes, and so they obeyed

him ; for Jesus was God in a Body.

Lemuel. The fishes followed the discij)les, because

the disciples followed Jesus.

Charles. And others have followed the disciples
;

and others have followed those ; and now almost all the

world is following.

Welles. Jesus wanted to show his disciples that he

had a great deal of power, so as to make them more

willing to follow him.

Mu. Alcott. What is n net an emblem
Emblem of

^jp ?

Providence

John B. When we get angry we are

caught in a net.

Welles. The net in this place was Preaching.

{Many hands were raised in assent.)

Mr. Alcott. Is there an invisible something which

seems to be always spread, and includes all events and

men?
{No answer.)

What do we call that which works all the changes

around us.? {He specified.)

Lucia. Providence.

Mr. Alcott. And is a net an emblem of Providence.''

{Many held up hands.)
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Mr. Alcott. Did any of you picture this

Pictures of g^^,^^ ^g i j.^^j ?

the Scene.

JosiAH. Yes ; I saw a great multitiule of

people standing— more than would fill all this temple in

all the rooms. And they were asking Jesus to teach

them. And Jesus did teach them a little while on the

shore, before he went into the ship. And Sinion went

off from land only a little way. And, Mr. Alcott, I don't

see why Jesus wanted him to row off from the land at

all— why it was not enough to get into the boat.

Mr. Alcott. Would not the peoj)le see and hear

him better, if the boat was out a little way on the lake?

JosiAH. Oh yes ; and after he had preached a great

while, he told Simon to row out into the middle of the

pond ; and Simon looked, in my mind, as if he expected

him to do some miracle. But, Mr. Alcott, I don't see

how one draught of fishes could fill two ships, if the net

was ever so full.

Mr. Alcott. The boats were smaller than our

ships ; and perhaps the nets were let down more than

once.

JosiAH. Yes ; and then I saw the partners in the

other ship dividing the fishes equally ; and they sailed

along a little before they began to sink.

Lemuel. I thought the boats were close by the land
;

and Jesus was coming, and the multitude was following

him, and he did not want to be in such a crowd ; so he

got into the boat, and asked Simon to push it off a very

little way. Then he preached ; and then he made the

fishes come. He knew they were there.

Mr. Alcott. How did he know .''

{No answer.)

Have you any faculty of Foresight.^

Lemuel. I don't know. And the net broke ; but yet

the fishes stayed in.
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Charles. I thought the multitLide absolutely pushed

him off the land, they crowded down so from behind.

And the boats were new and [)ainted with very bright

colors. And Simon sat in one end of the l)oat mending

his nets, and h)oking very tired. And then Jesus

preached ; ;<nd he told Peter to row out, so that the

people might all see him ; for the land was sloping.

And the bright colors of the boat attracted the fishes,

and so they filled both boats. I have often attracted

fish by throwing bright colors on the water— and there

were many more fishes than they caught.

Mil. Alcott. Fish often swim in shoals.

Charles. And then Simon fell down,

S£r °^
f<^«li'ife' i'e was sinful.

Mr. Alcott. Why did it have that effect."*

Lemuel. Because he saw Jesus was good.

GEORfJE K. And because Jesus was good he could

do such things ; and Simon knew that he could not

do such things, and felt that he was not so good.

Mr. Alcutt. How did Simon know that he was

good ?

Lemuel. Because he had just heard him preach.

Charles. He was grateful for the favor of so

many fish. I thought the reason they did not catch fish

in the night was, because the fish could not see the

bri«^ht colors of the boats. And the people on the shore

saw all this draught of fish, and they did not hear what

was said ; and as they looked at the movements in the

boat, they must have been more astonished still.

Mr. Alcott. Can you explain Peter*s wish that

Im

:

Jesus should depart from h

Charles. He wanted to be alone, to go into his

own mind, and consider what all this could mean.

Lucia. He felt the superiority of Jesus.
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Mr. Alcott. Did you ever so feel this superiority of

any person, as to wish him or yourself away ?

Martha, Charles, Emma. I have felt so.

Mr. Alcott. What was the feeling in Peter's

mind .'*

Augustine. A feeling of unworthiness, because he

was only a fisherman.

Mr. Alcott. What does "sinful'^ mean ; wicked-

ness.''

Augustine. No ; it means he was not much known.

{Many agreed.)

Welles. He felt that he was not worthy of such

favors.

John B. It says they were all astonished,
stonis ment.

j i\^\^^\^ that explains Peter's speech. They

generally believed and thought of outward things—
that fishes came and went by chance— they were aston-

ished to find that Jesus coidd make them come, and

they wondered why they could not make them come.

Mr. Alcott. What part of their nature was touched

by this whole transaction .''

John B. The Supernatural.

Mr. Alcott. Have you that in you.**

John B. Yes ; but I do not use it much.

Mr. Alcott. What do you think of these people

forsaking their fishing ?

George K. They thought that he would do some-

thing for them. He was so good that they knew he

could do nothing but right.

Mr. Alcott. Who among you have forsaken your

nets, and followed Jesus i

{No answer.)

Who never deceive .'' are frank .'' ingenuous ? consci-

entious ?

{No answer.)
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Subject.
Mr. Alcott. What has been our subject

t.-day.?

Edward C. The draught of fshes.

Mr. Alcott. I don't want tl.e outward fact, but the

princij)le, that is our subject.

George K. Supernatural power.

John B. I never can express what the subject of

the conversation has been.

Mr. Alcott. And for that very reason I wish to

have you try.

Wellks. The subject has been faith.

Augustine. The power of the Supernatural over

Simon's body, and the fishes.

Susan. Simon's faith iii Jesus.

(Many agreed.)

Andrew. The fishes' faith, and their minding Jesus.

They had faith in Jesus, and so the_y went where he

wanted them to go.

Mr. Alcott. At certain seasons fishes go up rivers

as the best time for depositing their young. What is

that feeling in them, which makes them go.''

Charles. Instinct.

Mr. Alcott. Is there Instinctive Faith ?

(No answer.)

Lucy. The subject has been the rewards of faith.

John B. I have learnt not to catch fish for pleasure.

Mr. Alcott. Shall any of you ever catch fish for

sport again ?

(Many said No. Some said Yes.)

Welles. Once a boy came to my father to be

cured, who had a fish-hook in his eye. He was fishing,

and it flew up. I think, now, it was to teach him that

he shoulil do as he would be done bv.

(Here foUoived much conversation, in which
Cruel Spo.ts. ^^^. ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^. j^-^-^,^ j^^f^ y^,, ^^^j.^^
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and for necessity. There seemed much feeling

that it was wrong to inflict pain for one^s own sport.

But many present, who loved to fish, did not like to

give up. The worms were mentioned ; they said they

never thought of the loorms. Charles said he did at

fi,rst, hut afterwards he '' hardened himself into a kind

of beast.''' Mr. Alcott said he should ask Dr. Jllcott

to give a lecture on the Physiology of Worms.

Charles said that he did not ivant to hear it, for still he

intended to go on fishing, as it ''added to his happi-

ness." Josiah said that there were artificial baits. All

agreed that it would be much more pleasant to fish with

artificial loorms. Mr. Alcott asked if they should like

artificial fish. They all said yes— then one thought

there could not be fun in that. But Josiah said

there was ; he never had fished, except for arti-

ficial fish in a bowl of water with a magnet, and

there was a good deal offun in it.)
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SENSUALITY OF SPIRIT.

SELF-INDULGENCE.

Review. — Casting out of the Unclean Spirits, from the Sacred Text Un-

clean Spirits.— Ideas and Emblems of Unclean Spirits.— Generation of

Unclean Spirits. — Generation of Demons or Devils. — Sensuality. —
Transformation of Appetites into Passions. — Self-Accusation. — Phases of

Appetite and Passion. — Cause of Insanity. — Self-Denial. — Self-Mastcry.

— Reputation. — Application of the Subject. — Theory of Demoniacal

Possession.

Mr. Alcott. Those who remember the
Review.

j^^^. conversation may hold up their hands.

And where was the place.'*

George B. On the Sea of Galilee.

Lemuel. On lake Genesaret.

Another. On the Sea of Tiberias.

Mr. Alcott. (Pointing to the map.) These three

names apply to the same place. The disciples were

fishing on the Sea of Tiberias. Here is the city of Ti-

berias, named so probably from the Sea. We do not

hear of Jesus often in that city ; but much oftener

in this— Capernaum — where the scene will be laid

to-day. He then read the lesson for the day.
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CASTING OUT OF THE UNCLEAN SPIRITS AT CAPER.

NAUM.

Mark i. 21 - 29. Luke iv. 33

Vulgar Mra., 27. Julian Period, 4740.

Capernaum.

Mark i. 21.

Mark i. 22.

Luke iv. 33.

Luke iv. 34.

Luke iv, 35.

Mark i. 26.

Luke iv. 35.

Mark i. 26.

Ijuke iv. 35.

Ijuke iv. 36.

Mark i. 27.

Luke iv. 30.

Mark i. 27.

Luke iv. 36.

Mark i. 27.

Luke iv. 36.

Mark i. 23.

Luke iv. 37.

Mark i. 28.

Luke iv. 37.

Mark i. 2?.

Spiritual

* And they went into Capernaum ; and

straightway on the Sabbath day he entered
^^upremacy. =••' » ^

j * Uf
into the synagogue, and taught-

t And they were astonished at his doctrine ;
for he taught

them as one that had authority, and not as the Scribes.

And in the synagogue there was a man which had a

spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out with a loud voice,

Sayin-, Let us alone ; what have we to do with thee,

thou JeL of Nazareth.' art thou come to destroy us ? I

know thee who thou art ; the Holy One of God.

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come

out of him.

And v/hen the unclean spirit had

thrown him in the midst, (and)

had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of

him,

and hurt him not.

And they were all amazed,

insomuch that they questioned,

and spake among themselves, saying. What a word is this :

What thing is this .' what new doctrine is this .' for with

autliority,

and power he commandeth the unclean spirits

even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him,

and they come out.

And immediately

the fame of him went out, (and)

.spread abroad throughout all the region,

into every place of the country round about,

lound about Galilee.

(He then pointed out the slight discrepancies of the

separate accounts of the Evangelists, and illustrated

the subject by supposing the children to see something

* Matt. iv. 13. Matt. vii. 28.
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happen on the Common and to come into the school-

room and tell him about it. He asked if all their

stories would he in the same words, or just alike as

to the facts, although they should mean to tell the

truth ? He then re-read Luke^s account, empha-

sizing the word us very strongly, and asked for the

thought that first arose."

Augustine. I thought when he said us,

SpuS" that the man meant himself and the evil

spirit.

George K. I thought he meant himself and all the

people who were there with him.

Martha. I thought he meant the several unclean

spirits within him.

Kllen. I thought he meant the people and himself,

and that he did not want Jesus to cast out the evil spir-

its in himself and others, for there were evil spirits in

almost all the peoj)le.

Emma. I thought he meant the whole city, for all had

prejudices against Jesus, and he did not wish that himself

or others should get over their prejudices. At another

time, when Jesus cast out evil spirits, I remember the

people went to him and besought him to leave the city.

(Several agreed ivith Ellen and several with Martha.)

Mr. Alcott. I should like to have each
idnaa and Em-

, . . , r> i

biems of unclean tell me his idea oi an unclean spirit.

Spirits. George B. Unclean spirits are appetites,

and demons are passions.

Nathan. Demons mean wickedness.

John D. Demons are bad thoughts and feelings.

Lemuel. Unclean spirits are filthy words, and de-

mons are passions— anger.

(^These ideas were repeated by George K., Andrew,

William, Augustus, and Alfred.*)

* A new scholar.
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Martha. Unclean spirits are falsehoods.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever think unclean spirits

were creatures.''

(Many held up their hands and said, pig, toad, serpent,

monkey, hog, viper, SfC. Mr. Jllcolt checked them

whenever there seemed to he an answer to cause

laughter, and urged them seriously and honestly to

tell their real image and not invent one.)

Martha. I always thought of* a man with some kind

of creature's head.

Welles. I thought of a man, large and fat as any

thing, looking horribly, with very large eyes, as large as

half my hand, and looking as if they wanted to shed

blood. I thonght of him in a dark place ; sometimes I

thought of a dull iron lamp hung up.

Lucia. I always thought of a man very dirty and

very fat.

Augustine. I used to think of unclean spirits as pigs

with men's heads, and demons as tigers with men's

heads.

Emma. I always imagined a demon to be a man with

a s('ovvling brow. I never imagined an unclean spirit.

JosiAH. I imagine a very dark man with a small

lamp a great way off. I advance and see a very tall

man with a serpent's head and horns growing out of his

head, and ho holds the small lamp.

CoRiN.vA.* I think of a snake with his head cut off,

and a man's head put in its stead.

Nathan. I think of a man so fat he cannot stand up,

and he wants to kill.

Franklin. I used to think of a stubby short man,
very fit, with a forked tail, dressed in skeletons, and

with a crown of vipers and serpents, and horns. I used

to have this image, but I don't have it now.

* A new scholar.
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Mr. Alcott. Well, these have been your fancies

hitherto. Now you may tell me, all of you, what you
think about an unclean spirit now?

All. It is an appetite.

S^nspil. Mr. Alcott. Have you ever unclean

spirits in you .''

All, (but Emma.) Yes.

Emma. I don't think I have an unclean spirit at all

;

but sometimes something like a demon, when I get

angry.

Mr. Alcott. How do you think the unclean spirit

could get in ; how could the spirit become unclean at

first; has a little infant ever an unclean spirit?

All. No ; it is clean — pure.

Mr. Alcott. AVell, how can it become unclean?

Andrew. By eating too much.

Others. By slee])ing too much.

George K. By laziness.

Lemuel. By being fat— eating gravy.

George K. By eating candy and such things.

Martha. By indulging the body.

Mr. Alcott. What kind of indulgence?

JosiAH. Impurity ; unclean means impure.

Mr. Alcott. Now let us leave the un-
Generatioii of dggn spirits and think how the demons areDemons. l

brought.

Several. By anger.

Mr. Alcott. How is anger brought into the spirit

— what did your hand, your thought, your body do,

when you became angry?

Andrew. Sometimes somebody is angry with you,

and then you are made angry, and that is a demon.

Mr. Alcott. Can you think of some scene on the

Common illustrating this?
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Lemuel. Why, one boy runs against another acci-

dentally, than the last boy strikes him ; then that makes

the boy angry liecause he did not rriean to hurt him at

first ; and now he really does hurt him, and so it goes

on.

{Others expressed the idea that it vnis example which

made the baby have an evil spirit.)

Mr. Alcott. Do you remember— do you know a

time, when any evil spirit came into one of you?

Welles, {blushing.) I know, but I don't wish to

tell.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think evil spirits always come

only by means of example— is there nothing within

that helps?

Augustine. We need not suffer them to come in.

Mr. Alcott. How do you suppose this man in the

synagogue got his unclean spirit — had he done any-

thing wrong?

Several. Yes.

Franklin. He stole something, or killed somebody.

Mr. Alcott. That would give him a demon, but

his unclean spirit came —
Several. By gluttony, or seme indulgence.

Mr. Alcott. How many think they are
Sensuality.

\\.^[^\q to be mastered by the unclean spirit

of gluttony?

(None.)

Or of sleep?

(None.)
Or want of sleep, for there may be intemperance that

way?
(None.)

Or by not wishing to wash themselves often enough r

George K. A little^

Mr. Alcott. Or by loving to eat fat gravies^

13*
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{A general expression of disgust all round.)

Or candy?

{None raised hands ; hut Ellen, who sat near me,

seemed not pleased with candy's being anathema-

tized.)

Mr. Alcott. Sometimes I have been by
Transformation

i
• i i

ofAppetites markets, and how do you think the raw
into Passions, , , ^ . • 4." 2 a „ i

beeves seemed to my miagination .'' And

when I have been by confectioners' shops, how do you

think the things seemed to me? Unclean spirits do not

leave off changing their shapes till they become demons.

A boy beginning by eating too much, sleeping too much,

not washing himself in the morning, will not end with

a sweet and loving temper. How many of you who eat

meat and mix up the blood of animals with your blood,

&c. &c. have felt dull after dinner? How many have

discovered that on sleeping too long they have felt

dull when they arose?

(He pushed his question into farther details, and

they responded more or less to each question in

the affirmative. He then went hack and asked,)

Now, how do you think this man got into this state?

Several. By indulgence.

Mr. Alcott. And how could he be restored.

Welles. By repenting.

Others. By being temperate.

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you think yourselves un-

clean by means of the breakfast this morning, or from

having slept too much this morning, or from having

indulged yourselves in any way that is not right,

lately ?

{Some hesitatingly held up hands, blushing.)

Mr. Alcott. Do you feel as the man who spoke to

Jesus, '' Let us alone ; what have we to do with thee?
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art thou come to destroy us? " Do you feel as if you

wanted to be let alone?

All. No.

Mr. Alcott. He loved his indulgencies — do you

love your indulgencies?

Andrew. No.

(^All the others seemed equally desirous of vindicating

themselves, and were more willing to confess to de-

mons than to unclean spirits.)

Welles. I got my unclean spirit, partly at home,

and partly at a school I went to.

Mr. Alcott. Does Mr. Alcott know what it is?

Welles, (blushing.) Yes ; J believe he does.

Mr. Alcott. Does it seem to you that he
Self-Accusation „ ,, „ ,. ii^-^

often talks all round it, and that it soon

must go out?

Welles. Yes ; I hope so.

Augustine. I don't see why this man calls Jesus,

whom he don't like, the Holy One of God.

Mr. Alcott. Do not bad people know that others

are good?

Franklin. His Conscience made him acknowledge

that Jesus was good. It ruled the evil spirit in him.

Augustine. But the evil spirit thought himself as

good, and all that were different from him bad.

Mr. Alcott. What effect have passions
Phases of A ppe- j appetites on the face?
tite and Fassion. ' i

Franklin. Appetites make it look dull,

and passions make it look ferocious.

Nathan. Appetites make the face full of pimples.

Franklin. And make the body puff out.

JosiAH. And make the tongue grow large, so that

it makes us taste all the way down.

Mr. Alcott. That is a physiological fact, I believe.

Why did Jesus rebuke him and tell him to hold his

peace ?
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Andrew. He meant that he shouhi hold his good-

ness, SO that tiie evil spirit which was in him should not

take ir, all away from him.

Franklin. He said so, because he did not want the

people all round to hear the wrong things, which the

evil spirit would he likely to say.

Ellen. I think Jesus checked him because he did

not like to he prai.sed.

Mr. Alcott. When the truth is praise, there is no

reason why we should check the praise.

One of the Evangelists says that the evil

frfsanlty!^
s[tirit tore him as he came out. The other

says he did not hurt him.

Georgk K. I don't see how it could hurt a man to

lose his evil passions. I always used to think that a

person who had an evil spirit was a deranged person.

Franklin. I think the man had a kind of fits, and

when he fell down in one of these the evil spirit went

out.

Mr. Alcott. What caused the fits?

( A'o ansioer.)

What causes derangement.?

George K. Wickedness.

Martha. Being frightened sometimes causes de-

rangement.

Ellen. Great depression of spirits.

Welles. Sometimes when people die, there is such

a great sorrow. And sometimes to fall down and hurt

the head makes people deranged.

Mr. Alcott. These are all accidents, but what is

the cause of being liable to derangement? — How can

people derange themselves?

Several. By gluttony and such things.

Mr. Alcott. All the people were astonished, and

asked how he obtained this power over evil spirits. Is
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it Strange that Jesus should have such power over the

appetites and passions ? Do you think there is any-

thing in yoUj which has this power (such as Jesus

showed) of mastering the unclean spirits within the

Soul ?

Several. Yes ; Conscience. '

Mr. Alcott. Do any of you think that
Self-Denial. , , ^i i ^you have such power over the unclean

spirits within you ?

{None answered.)

But if you have such power, why are not all the

demons cast out or changed into angels, and all the

unclean spirits made pure?

Francis. We want to keep them.

George K. They have been so long in the habit of

being in us.

Lemuel. We indulge them, or they would not keep

coming.

Mr. Alcott. Do they ever get enough of you?

Lemuel. No ; never.

Mr. Alcott. Where is this power over the un-

clean spirits seated— in what part of your nature?

Franklin. In Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Well how is it to be brought out?

Franklin. By always trying to conquer.

Mr. Alcott. Well, now, in your own
Self-Mastery.

^^^^^ j^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ master your evil

spirit?

Franklin. By making a resolution first, then by

trying.

Mr. Alcott. Where does the trying begin?

Franklin. In the Si)irit.

Mr. Alcott. By what faculty of the spirit— can

any of you tell ?

Alfred. By the mind.
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JosiAH. Every thing must be set to work, the mind,

and soul, and heart.

Mr. Alcott. What is the heart?

JosiAH. The Soul.

Mr. Alcott. What is the soul?

JosiAH. Why, all those words mean the same One,

doing different things.

Mr. Alcott. Does the heart work over feelings or

thoughts?

Franklin. The heart works over the feelings, the

mind over the thoughts, the soul over all, and the body.

Mr. Alcott. And the Spirit?

Franklin. Is over all.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose the feelings are not taken

care of, but the thoughts are?

Franklin. I don't see how there can be thoughts

without feelings.

Mr. Alcott. Does not all our nature work to-

gether to elevate?

Lemuel. All, but the body.

Mr. Alcott. Why not the body?

Lemuel. Because that always goes downward to

the earth out of which it came.

Mr. Alcott. But let us attend to the last

words of the lesson — " And his fame

spread abroad."

Lemuel. He did such great things, it was known.

Mr. Alcott. What is fame?

Ellen. It is report.

Lucia. It is good report.

Augustine. When a person has extraordinary facul-

ties, it is spread abroad.

J^MMA. People's knowledge of you is your fame.
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Mr. Alcott. Are any of you famous? Some of

you may be famous gluttons, or famous sleepers, or

famous fighters ; there is a bad fame as well as good.

{He pursued this a little farther.)

Mr. Alcott. What has been the subject

of conversation today? Now don't speak

of the outward facts, but find some one word that ex-

presses the chief thought.

Emma. Jesus' power over unclean spirits.

Mr. Alcott. Take the subject even out of Jesus.

Franklin. Supernatural power over unclean spirits.

Lucia. The curing of a])petites and passions.

Lemuel. The power of Good over Bad.

Martha. The power of the Spirit over appetite.

Mr. Alcott. How many think that if you
Application.

, , ,. r i.' •
i .would use all your faculties aright, you

might escape all unclean passions, all diseases of the

mind or body ?

Geor.ge K. I don't think I could of the body.

Mr. Alcott. How could you escape or master?

Lemuel. By having a mind to.

Mr. Alcott. Or a heart rather?

Emma. By trying to.

Welles By loving to.

George K. By desiring to, having faith in.

Mr. Alcott. How many think that after this they

shall think of evil s])irits— when they go to dinner—
or by markets, or by candy shops?

(Ellen betrayed uneasiness at this reflection on candy

shops. A lady present said to her, aside— ^^ you

love the spirits dressed in candy. '^ — She smiled,

— " And would say Let us alone, why art thou come

to destroy us? "— She smiled consciously.)

Mr. Alcott. And when you go to the vessel of

pure water in the morning to wash yourself?
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Lemuel. Water is not pure, it has living creatures

in it.

Mr. Alcott. It seems pure however. What alone

is pure?

Several. The Spirit.

{Some added.)

Of God.

Recorder. My sense ofjustice is wound-

Demoniacal ed by thcsc children going off with the idea
Possession.

, ^ i • t •
i i i

• j
that each individual deirioniac or possessed

person (which expressions, I think, are in these records

precisely equivalent to a deranged person) is wicked.

Mr. Alcott. Whatever was the fact with the

individuals, who may have inherited their tendencies

or diseases, and so be personally innocent, yet the

remote cause was ever a violation of a physiological

law.

Recorder. But it was a practical error which is

thought important enough to be opposed by the author

of the book of Job, and our Saviour in the instance of

the blind man, who had " not sinned, neither his pa-

rents," to ascribe the misfortunes of an individual to

the sins he did not commit personally.

Mr. Alcott. And like all |)opular errors, it had an

Idea at the bottom, which is what we are to seek after

in these conversations.

Recorder. But surely Mark and Luke Avere not

intending to teach the Idea in this narrative. They

merely used the language of thcgday, and in their minds,

as well as words, it was erroneous.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose that it be as you say. It

is of small consequence to these children to appre-

ciate Mark and Luke's degree of truth or error; but

important to get the Ideas at the foundation of the cir-

cumstances, good or evil, of human life.
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Recorder. All this is perfectly true, if they only

know the fact, that it is not Mark's or Luke's view that

they are dwelling upon. To know that, would not in-

terfere with their going beyond it.

Mr. Alcott. But it is better for their minds to be

possessed with the Ideas at first. And you see that they

seem to apprehend these as if by a spiritual instinct.

They can recur to Mark and Luke and the historical

view hereafter.



CONVERSATION XL

SPIRITUAL INVIGORATION,

HEALING.

Healing of Peter's Wife's Mother, from the Sacred Text,— Gratitude.

—

Healing Power of Faith. — Moral Influence. — Functions of Spirit. —
Efficacy of Faith. — duickening Agency of Faith.— Ministry of Punish-

ment. — Example. — Appetites and Passions. — Evil Speaking.— Self-

indulgence. — Illustration of Self-Mastery. — Love and Sympathy. — Sub-

ject.

Mr. Alcott recalled the last conversation, on the cast-

ing out of the unclean spirit in the synagogue at Caper-

naum, He then read the

HEALING OK PETEr'.S WIFE's MOTHER.

Matt. viii. 14-17
J

iv. 24. Mark!. 29-34. Luke iv. 38-41.

Vulgar .^ra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

Galilee.

Luke iv. 38. . And he arose out of the synagogue.

Mark i. 29. Powers. ^'^'^ forthwith, when they were come out of

tlie synagogue, they entered into the house

of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.

Luke iv. 38. And Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever,

and

Mark i 30. lay sick
;

Matt. viii. 14. And when Jesus was come into Peter's house,

Mark i. 30. anon they tell him of her,

Luke iv. 38, and they besought him for her.

Mark i. 31. And he came

Luke iv, 39 and stood over her and rebuked the fever,
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Vulgar iEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

Galilee.

Mark i. 31.

Luke iv. 39,

Mark i. 32.

Luke iv. 40,

Matt. iv. 24,

Mark i, 32.

Mark i. 33.

Luke iv, 40,

Mark i. 34,

Luke iv, 40.

Matt, viii. 16.

Matt. viii. 17

Mark i. 34.

Luke iv. 41,

and took her by the hand, and lifted her up ; and immedi-

ately the fever left her
;

and immediately she arose and ministered unto them.

And at even, when the sun did set,

was setting, all they that had any sick,

with divers diseases,

they brought unto him all that were diseased, and thera that

were possessed with devils :

(and all the city was gathered together at the door :)

and he laid his hands on every one of them

that were sick of divers diseases,

and healed them :

and he cast out the spirits with his word, and healed all that

were sick

:

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the

prophet, saying,

* Himself took our infirmities and bare our sicknesses.

And devils also came out of many, crying out, and saying,

Thou art Christ, the Son of God, And he, rebuking them,

suffered not the devils to speak, because they knew him,

that he was Clirist,

He then asked them what they thought of it.''

George K. I was interested in the words
Gratitude, tt a j u • • .. i i ,. x" And she ministered unto them." I sup-

pose the reason was, because she was glad Jesus had
cured her.

Mr. Alcott. But did you think the reason why she

ministered to them was because Jesus had cured her—
did she not always do so.-*

George K. I suppose she would not have done it

with so much joy, as now that he had cured her.

Mr. Alcott. What principle was in this joy.?

George K. Love. Faith. Thankfulness.

* Isaiah liii. 4-12.
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Mr. Alcott. Is there something else beside Love,

Faithj Thankfulness, in her Joy?

George K. Gratitude?

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; Gratitude.

Recorder. What is the difference between thank-

fulness and gratitude?

Mr. Ai-cott. Thankfulness is less spiritual than

gratitude. There is more Idea in gratitude. Is this

all that you have to say about it, George?

George K. I liked Jesus' lifting her up.

S-'laith?''''^" She had f\iith in Jesus, or he could not have

. lifted her up, and cured her.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think she arose easily?

George K. Yes ; because her faith helped her.

Lemuel. Her fiiith lifted her up more than Jesus'

hand.

Ellen. If she had not had f\iith, she would not have

exerted herself to get up.

Edward C. I think Jesus helped her up with his

faith ; he put his faith into her.

Hales. It was Jesus' faith and her faith together.

Franklin. I thought she was sleeping when he went

in, and just as Jesus touched her she was dreaming that

something was going to be done to cure her, and so she

rose.

Lemuel. She ministered to them because, when

Jesus touched her, some of his goodness went out of him

into her.

Mr. Alcott. Can goodness be commu-
Morai Influence,

^y^^^^^^ j^ g^^ph a way in thcsc days ?

Lemuel. No ; because no one has so much virtue

as he had.

Mr. Alcott. Just as far as a person is like Jesus,

does his goodness pass out of him into those about him.
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Lemuel. Yes; if they have faith, just so much.

Mr. Alcott. Did any person's virtue ever pass into

you? <lid you ever feel as if it did?

Lemuel. No ; I never felt so.

Several. 1 have felt as if it.did into me.

Mr. Alcott. Now those, who are not aware that

they have ever felt any good influence pass into them

from others, may hold up hands.

(Several did.)

Will either of you who have felt this influence tell any
instance?

Ellen. I have felt it from the minister at meeting,

when he looked round kindly, together with his words.

Augustine and Franklin. I have felt it in ^kind,

good looks.

George K. I don't think Jesus put his faith into this

woman, but I think before she was sick she saw him do

some miracles, and so she had faith in him, and believed

he could heal her, and world.

Mr. Alcott. Did her faith in him begin when she

saw him do miracles?

George K. She had faith in him as soon as she

knew any thing about him.

Mr. Alcott. In what part of her nature

lf%uu was this Faith?

George K. In the Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. In what faculty of the spirit does it

act?

George K. In all the faculties.

Mr. Alcott. In what faculty in particular?

George K. In Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; and when faith acts in the mind,

in what faculty does it appear?

JosiAH. In the Imagination.

Mr. Alcott, The Imagination has something to d©,

with it.

13*
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Lemuel. In the Reason.

Mr. Alcott. Yes; and when Faith acts in your

feelings, making you cling to your conscience, what is

it called?

George K. Love.

Mr. Alcott. Does Faith ever go down into your

appetites, and make you healthy and well.''

Franklin. Sometimes.

Mr. Alcott. And what do you call it then?

Franklin. Temperance.

Mr. Alcott. Temperance is the effect. But think,

here is a raging fever ; the blood is hot and moves
quickly.

{He described a fever.)

Now what stops all this disease, checks

Sr^ '''
t'^'"* *'^n'j^ Pii'se, cools this heat?

Helen Faith.

George K. The Supernatural.

Andrew. The })erson's faith that has the fever.

Franklin. Jesus' own faith acting with the ])erson's.

Nathan. Because she had not faith enough, Jesus

gave her some of his.

Mr. Alcott. Who of 3^011 think that faith is always

necessary to cure diseases?

Augustine. I know that among father's patients,

when all the physicians think they arc going to die, and

they think so themselves, they sometitnes get well.

Mr. Alcott. How do you think they were cured?

Lemuel. God thought it was best.

Mr. Alcott. What did God give them to make

them well ?

Georgr K. He gave them spirit.

Franklin. There is faith in spirit. I cannot con-

ceive of any body's getting well without some faith.

Mr. Alcott. How many of you have been sick

enough to have a physician?

{Many.)
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How many wanted a physician should be sent for?

( The same.

)

How many believed the physician would cure them?

{Several.)

Hales. I did not think the Doctor could cure me,

and yet he did.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose that when the Doctor came

you felt a confidence that he could cure you, and you

should get well, do you think you should be cured any

more certainly, than if you doubted?

(Some thought they should certainly be cured more

quickly if they had faith. Others hesitated, but

finally agreed it might help.)

Augustine. I have no opinion about it. I know my
mother was sick, and thought she should die herself,

and every body else thought so, and yet she did get well.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think the Doctor could cure

as quickly, if he thought his patient was going to die, as

if he thought he would get well?

Augustine. Yes, just as quick.

Mr. Alcott. Then faith has nothing to do with

curing bodies?

Augustine. No ; it only cures spirits.

Mr. Alcott. Will a little boy get well just as quick,

if he says to himself, Now I never shall get well?

Augustine. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Will a little boy get a lesson just as

quick, if he says, I shall never get it?

Augustine. No ; that is very different.

Lemuel. Augustine said faith cures the Spirit ; and

if it does, then it must cure the body too, because body

is joined to spirit so closely.

Augustine. But people without any faith do get well

of being sick.

Mr. Alcott. Do you not know that physicians
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sometimes endeavour to make sick people think they

are jroing to get well? Why do they?

AiGusTiNE. Because they do not want the sick per-

son to give up.

Mr. Alcott. To give up! What must he not give

up— his faith and hoj)e of getting well ? You see physi-

cians recognise our principle.

Andrew. I think when Jesus lifted her

auickenin? up, he lifted up her faith which was asleep.
Agency of Faith. ^^ Alcott. Where does faith go to

slee[)?

Andrew. In the head.

Mr. Alcott. What wakes up the sleeping faith?

Andrew. Encouragement.

Mr. Alcott. If any one wishes to wake up the

sleeping faith of a little boy, what must he do?

Andrew, Tell the boy he will succeed if he tries.

Mr. Alcott. How must he look?

Andrew. He must not look cross.

Mr. Alcott. Love, then, is one of the
Ministry of encouragemeuts. But sui)pose you have
ruiiislmient. '^

_ ,

been so kind to a little boy that he begins to

abuse the kindness, and he grows impatient with all his

wants— what must be done? Must not a boy who is

sluggish and dull in his faith and actions be punished to

wake him up, and make him believe in some inward

power? What do you think? How many of you have

had your faith quickened by punishment?

(Several held up their hands.)

Who will tell an instance?

George K. My faith was waked up to justice by my
own injustice— on that day when you punished us, be-

cause we thought the little boys ought not to have a

longer recess than we did.
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Lemuel. Mr. Alcott, "the city gathered
^ ""^ ^'

. round the door " because tliey thought Jesus

was good, and would do something for them.

Mr. Alcott. Do good men gather bad men round

them, often .''

Lemuel. Yes ; because they think they shall get

something from them.

Mr. Alcott. Do bad men gather bad men round

them — and for what?

Franklin. Yes ; because " like goes to like."

Mr. Alcott. How many of you think virtue has

gone out of you to make people better.''

(None answered.)

How many think you have made people worse— your

parents, or your brothers and sisters, or people who
waited on you — tried and injured their tempers— made

them feel unkindly, &c. .''

(Almost all raised their hands.)

Whom have you made wojse, Nathan .''

Nathan. Almost every body.

Mr. Alcott. Have I made you worse sometimes?

(No, no.)

Sometimes have not been quite loving enough — some-

times have lost my patience— sometimes have hardened

your good feelings, &c. ?

(He particularized further ; but all protested vehe-

mently against it.)

Have I sometimes not been severe-enough?

(Several.)

Susan. You have borne too much from me.

Mr. Alcott. Why did they bring their

Appetites and
gj^.i^

u ,^^ gyg,-j »
_?

Passions.

Franklin. Because they were so bad they

did not wish to be seen.

Mr. Alcott. Now, why so farfetched? Give some

natural reason, close at hand.
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Lucia. Because they had more leisure then.

Lemuel. Because they did not want the hot sun to

be shining on the sick.

Georke K. Because they had time to get ready.

Mr. Alcott. Why would not Jesus suffer
Evil Speakinj;. , , , i • . ^them to speak, do you thnik.''

Martha. Because they did not know what they

were saying.

Lemuel. Because they would say something w^rong.

Franklin. Because he was afraid ihey would make
a great noise and talk bad language.

Mr. Alcott. When there is a little child with his

passion, his demon up — what is the best word to say,

"Be quiet" — "say nothing".''

Lemuel. Yes ; and parents do say so.

Mr. Alcott. How many think that, when you are

angry, your demon utters many very wrong words .''

{Many held up hands.)

Can you tell any instance, when you felt very angry.?—
it seemed as if something was in you, making you feel

badly, and think naughtily, and speak unkindly. It

seemed as if you were possessed. Did you ever have

such feelings, such a demon?
(Many held up hands.)

Have you a demon or an unclean spirit.i*

JosiAK. Mine is laziness.

Mr. Alcott. Does it get up early.*'—
and wash its face in the morning?

JosiAH. No ; it does not want to.

Mr, Alcott. It is an unclean spirit then — does it

ever become angry?

JosiAH. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; and then it becomes a dem on.

Ellen. Impatience is a demon.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; and almost every body is pes-
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sessed with that demon more or less. If that demon
could be cast out of the world, we should have almost a

heaven on earth. Who have that demon?
(Several.)

Who are possessed with anger.?

(Several)

What other demons are you possessed with?

Several. Eating too much. Mr. Alcott, what is

your fault?

Mr. Alcott. I think I am possessed with a spirit of

indolence, sometimes. What faults do you think I

have?

SdSAN. You bear with us too long.

Mr. Alcott. Do you say so? I have been particu-

larly severe with ijou.

A little girl, this morning, did not rise in
Illustration. , /» • i i i

a very happy state of mind, and she went

out where her sister and a little boy were at play,

and nothing pleased her ihat they wanted to do, and

she could not think of any thing pleasant to do, and

kept herself and them very unhappy ; till at last her

father went and took her away, and led her up stairs,

and |)ut her to bed. Bye and bye he went to see how
she was, and she said, very pleasantly. Father, I have

sent all the naughties away ; and so he led her down,

and she was very happy and good.

Several. Her evil spirit was cast out.

Mr. Alcott. Very likely she thought the "naugh-

ties" were creatures ; and many Jewish people thought

demons were creatures. I have an old picture in which

Jesus is casting out spirits, and strange creatures seem

to be flying out of people's mouths.

( They all laughed.

)

He cast out spirits " with a word ; " — what?

Augustine. Depart thou.

Franklin. It means that he cast them out quickly.
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Mr. Alcott. That it might be fulfilled,

Simpa'lhy.
^^'^^^ ^^'^^ ^''^^ "^^ Isaiah, " himself took our

infirmities and bare our sicknesses.'- What
does that mean .''

Lucia. That he cured them.

Mr. Alcott. When did Jesus do this.''

Martha. When he was crucified.

Augustine. He was crucified for our sins.

George K. I think he bore things for us when he

was on earth, always ; for if he had not been on earth,

we should not have known so much about right and

wrong, and have had more sufferings here, and required

more punishments.

Mr. Alcott. Who think he bore them only at the

crucifixion ?

{Alfred and Others.)

Who think he bore them all his life long.**

{Most of them held up hands.)

Did he suffer most at his crucifixion, or in his toilsome

life?

George K. He always suftered more at seeing peo-

ple do wrong than he did in his body, even on the cross.

Alfred. He suffered more in the garden than on

the cross, I think.

Franklin. He suffered to see the wickedness of the

crucifiers.

Mr. Alcott. How many think he was patient with

the sins of others.''

(All.)

Are you patient with the faults of others, with your

brothers and sisters, with persons who are pre-occupied

with care, and cannot attend to you, with boys you meet

who have not been taught how to believe, &.C..'*

( They did not respond.)

Are you patient when people are sick, and give up
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play and noise that disturbs them ; or when they are

tired and wish for quiet?

{None thought they were.)

Mr. Alcott. What has been our subject
^"'^^'^*-

to-day?

George. K. Supernatural power of Jesus.

Mr. Alcott. Take it out of Jesus.

Lemuel. How faith cures the body and spirit.

Augustine. How faith cures bad habits.

Several. The power of faith over the body.

Ellen. Faith does not always cure the body.

Mr. Alcott. Jesus said, "he that believeth in me
shall never die." The Body does nothing of itself; it

is but the garb of the Spirit, and without it, a corrupting

corpse. Faith lifts the Soul from the grave of the

Body, and perpetuates it in Immortality.

14



CONVERSATION XLI.

MINISTRATION OF SPIRIT,

PHILANTHROPY,

Itinerant Ministry of Jesus, from the Sacred Text.— Prayer,— Practice and

Forms of Prayer, — Miracles, Spiritual and Material, — Philanthropy.

—

Philanthropists,— Idea of the Kingdom of God. — Divine and Human Na-

ture, — Idea of the Gospel.— Theory of Healing, — Lunacy, — Subject.

—

Remarks,

Mr. Alcott. When we last talked about Jesus, he

had just come out of the synagogue of Galilee, where

he had cast out an unclean spirit ; and had gone into

Peter's house, and healed his wife's mother. We shall

now read the

MINISTRY OF JESUS,

Mark i, 35-38, Luke iv. 42, 43. Matt, iv, 23-25.

Vulgar ^ra, 27, Julian Period, 4740.

Galilee.

Mark i. 35.

Mark i, 36.

Mark i, 37,

Mark i, 38,

Luke iv. 42.

And in the morning, rising up a great while

Human'i"y." before day, he went out, and departed into

a solitary place, and there prayed.

And Simon, and they that were with him, followed after

him.

And when they had found him, they said unto him, All

men seek for thee.

And he said unto them. Let ua go into the next towns,

that I may preach there also : for therefore came I forth.

And the people sought him, and came unto him, and

stayed him, that he should not depart from them.
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Vulgar iEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740

Galilee.

Luke iv. 43. And he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom of

God to other cities also ; for therefore am I sent.

Matt. iv. 23. And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their syna-

gogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and heal-

ing all manner of sickness, and all manner of disease among

the people.

Matt. iv. 24. And his fame went throughout all Syria, and they brought

unto him all sick people that were taken with divers diseases

and torments, and those which were possessed with devils,

and those which were lunatic, and those that had the palsy

;

and he healed them.

Matt iv. 25. And there followed him great multitudes of people from

Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerusalem, and from

Judaea, and from beyond Jordan.

He did so, and asked the usual question.

Susan. They must have felt a great deal
ra)er.

^^ interest in him to have gone so far.

Hales. They followed Jesus to hear him preach,

and be made better.

William C. They were interested by seeing him

cure people, both from curiosity and to be made better.

Lemuel. I was interested in his going into a solitary

place to think and pray.

Several. So was I.

Mr. Alcott. Why do we wish to be alone when

we pray ?

Lemuel. Because we do not wish every body to be

talking about it, as if we were proud of it.

Mr. Alcott. Why do we have that feeling.''

Lemuel. I don't know.

Augustine. Jesus went away alone to pray, because

he was so thronged in the city, that he had no place for it.

Andrew. He wanted to see Nature.

Mr. Alcott. Has Nature any influence upon prayer.''
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Andrew. Yes ; the works of God are more spiritual

than brick houses.

Mr. Alcott. Do the works of God ever make you
want to pra}^?

Andrew. Sometimes 5 for there is life in all the

works of Nature.

Mr. Ar.coTT. And the morning seems an

Folm'ofpiayer. appi'opriate hour. Did you ever know of

any person, who went out in the morning

and saw the sun rise, and was led to adore the Sun-

maker, and to pray that light might come into his mind,

over his thoughts, just as the sun's light was spreading

over things, fresh with the dews of night? I knew
pf a boy once, who lived in a small farm house, under

the brow of a hill covered with trees, and beautiful

retired coves and solitudes ; and he used to rise early

in the morning, and go out and choose one of these

beautiful places, when the dew was on the ground

and the trees, and the birds were singing, and the sun

was glittering ; and there he would say his prayers
;

and he found it was easy to be good and kind all day,

when he practised this. I knew this boy very inti-

mately. Have you any thitig about your devotional

habits of this kinrl? do you have any aid from Nature.^

It is a misfortune to live in a city on this account, per-

haps. You cannot have Nature's aids to devotion.

But you may tell me, if you please, any thing about

your habits of devotion, at morning and evening.

Augustine. I do not have prayers in the moiningj

but at night.

Severaj.. So it is with ine.

Mr. Alcott. Are there any who have no prayers,

morning or evening?

{Not one.)

Now, those who have a form of prayer, and always

say some particular one, may hold up hands.



PHILANTHROPY. 161

{Alfred and others did.)

Now, those who are in the habit of making their own
prayers.

JosiAH. I say the Lord's Prayer always, but gener-

ally add something of my own.

(Several held up hands.)

Franklin. I do not say any prayer in words, but in

my mind.

Mr. Alcott. In what place do you generally pray?

Franklin. I pray going along to school in the

morning, when I am walking.

JosiAH. I pray in my chamber, at my bed-side.

(Almost all held up hands.)

Mr. Alcott. Who say their prayers to their

mothers?

(Almost all the little boys.)

I hope none say words which they do not entirely un-

derstand.

Emma. I pray in my chnmber at morning and even-

ing ; and besides my father has a prayer in the parlor

before breakfast.

Mr. Alcott. You have family prayer.

(Several held up hands.)

Do you ever pray in this school room? Perhaps I shall

have prayers in words here some time. When I feel

sure that you are all in earnest about prayer, I shall.

But I would not have it a form merely.

Franklin. Jesus went away alone to pray, because

he did not like to appear like the Pharisees.

Helen.* I was interested in the words,

Miracles " ^.11 men seek for thee." I thought they

MSai.*""* sought him because they wanted to be

cured.

* A new scholar.

14*
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Lucia. Because they wanted to hear him talk and be
made better.

Franklin, They had faith in him, that he could cure

them and their friends of bodily and spiritual disease.

John D. Because he was so good they believed he
would cure them.

Lemuel. They wanted to hear him preach and see

him do miracles.

Mr. Alcott. Which is greater, an eye-miracle or a

conscience-miracle .''

Lemuel. A conscience-miracle.

Mr. Alcott. Tell me a miracle of each kind.

Lemuel. The crucifixion was a conscience-miracle.

An eye-miracle was to turn water into wine, or raise

Lazarus.

Emma. Casting out an unclean spirit was a con-

science-miracle.

Franklin. I don't think any eye-miracles were ever

done by Jesus.

Mr. Alcott. You mean there were none entirely of

the eye, as jugglers' tricks are.

(He made some remarks here that I could not catch

in season to record.)

Lemuel. I was interested in his going
Pliilantliropy. . , i i. i .

into the next towns ; he did not mean to be

partial.

Mr. Alcott. What is that feeling named, which

leads us to spread ourselves out to do good.'*

Lemuel. Charity.

Andrew. Kindness.

Mr. Alcott. What does kindness mean? You
know kijid means nature ; you are of the same kind as

Lemuel ; and what kind is that?

Andrew. Human kind.

Mr. Alcott. And to act kindly would be to act

humanly — kindness is humanity.
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John D. Generosity.

Lucia. Benevolence.

Mr. Alcott. There is another word for love of

man — Philanthropy. Name some philanthropists.

Augustine. Socrates.
Philanthropists. ^^ , , -^t ^FRANCIS. John— Peter.

Augustine. My mother.

John D. God.

Lemuel. God is the one who gives philanthropy.

Augustine. Don't the word mean something about

brother?

Mr. Alcott. It means lover of man, from two

Greek words. There is brotherly feeling in it.

Franklin. Quakers are philanthropists.

Mr. Alcott. What did Jesus say he came forth

for.?

Emma. To teach of his Father.

Mr. Alcott. What.?

Emma. All that is written in the New Testament.

Augustine, It was not written then.

Franklin. He came to teach people to be humane,

by being a philanthropist himself.

Emma. By knowing and doing the right.

Lucia. By saying and acting the truth.

Mr. Alcott. How many ways are there of showing

forth truth.?

Franklin. By thinking and writing it.

Augustine. By feeling it.

Emma. And knowing it.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; you must think, feel, and know
itj before you can say, do, or write it. Which is the

best way, to say, do, or write it.?

JosiAH and Others. To do it.

Lemuel. And tell others how to do it.

Alfred. I was interested in the multitudes.
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John D. I was interested in his going to the next

towns to preach. I thought he meant to go to Naz-

areth.

Mr. Alcott. Why did the people " stay him ".'*

Lucia. So as to be taught, and that he might heal

their sick.

Mr. Alcott. What is the "kingdom of

Idea of the God ?"

God^'^°'""^
Lemuel. It means every thing that is

good.

Frank. All good things.

Franklin. Humanity ; he preached it.

Mr. Alcott. Is humanity — feeling and doing for

our kind — the kingdom of God?

Franklin. Yes ; and feeling for brutes too.

Mr. Alcott. Is there any other object for sacred

feeling but persons and brutes?

Andrew. Nature.

Mr. Alcott. Is there a feeling which sometimes

checks you in plucking and trampling flowers, in cutting

trees, in destroying any beautiful things ? oris it humane

to destroy? But what else is there that makes up the

kingdom of God, beside this sentiment of humanity?

Emma. A feeling for God.

Augustine. And for Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. What is the feeling for God called?

Lemuel. Conscience.

Emma. Love and obedience to God.

Mr. Alcott. What is one word for love and obedi-

ence to God?

Andrew. Hospitality.

Mr. Alcott. That is towards our fellow men.

Franklin. Misanthropy.

Mr. Alcott. That is hatred of men.

Augustine. Devotional spirit.
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Mr. Alcott. That approaches the subject: bat did

any of you ever hear the word Piety.''

{All held up hands.)

Franklin. I was ifoing to say Christianity.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever hear the word Religion,''

(All held up hands.)

What is the nature of Man called?

Divine and GEoiifTE K. Humanity.
Human iNature.

^^^ Alcott. What \s the nature of God
called.?

George K. Divinity.

Mr. Alcott. Who think there is divinity in hu-

manity— something divine in man.''

(Some held up hands.)

Where about in man.''

Augustine. In the Spiritual Faculty.

Andrew. But we tlon't always use it.

Lemuel and Lucta. In Conscience.

Nathan. In the Spirit.

Lemuel. The Sjjirit is God — not all of God — a

part.

Mr. Alcott. Have you ever felt the divine striving

within you ,''

{Several held up hands.)

Are you willing to tell the instances.''

Frank A. I cannot remember an instance.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose people seem to have lost it,

and some one desires to wake it up ; what is that desire

called ?

Augustine. Humanity.

Mr. Alcott. Could any one wake up the divinity

in man who did not believe it was there.'' What was

the Gospel of the kingdom.''

.Lemuel. Goodness.

Augustine, Divinity,
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Mr. Alcott. What does the word Gospel
Idcaofihe niean?
Gospel.

Emma. The word of God.

Mr. Alcott. It means good news— glad tidings.

How do you think Jesus healed all manner
Theory of ^f gi^kness and disease ?
Healing.

JosiAH, (stammering.) He had faith in

God, that God could cure them.

{The boys laughed.)

Mr. Alcott. Would Jesus cure Josiah's infirmity

if he were here ?

All. Yes.

{Josiah smiled.)

Mr. Alcott. Would he laugh at him.''

All, {ashamed.) No ; and we did not laugh at

him

!

Augustine. Jesushad faith in God, which made him

have faith in his own Spirit; so that he knew how to

use it, to cure bodies and spirits that were diseased.

Mr. Alcott. What does faith take hold of.''

{No answer.)

Does it not take hold of the divinity— the divine in

one's own spirit, in the spirits of other men, and in the

Spirit of God.?

All. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Why is it that one who had faith in

God, himself, and men, could cure diseases.

Andrew. Because faith is stronger than the body,

and the body feeds on the spirit.

Mr. Alcott. What is the body made of .''

One. Flesh.

Mr. Alcott. What is flesh made of.''

Several. Blood.

Mr. Alcott. What makes blood.'*

Andrew. Spirit.
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Mr. Alcott. Suppose a person who is sick believes

in the divinity within himself, and the divinity which is

diffused through other men, and nature, and in God—
and is allowed to breathe the fresh air, and thinks and

feels about spiritual things, and never loses faith an

instant?

Several. He would be cured.

Andrew. God's Spirit is in the air ; and his body

feeds on Spirit, and he must breathe in the air or he

will die.

Mr. Alcott. What does lunatic mean?
unacj.

Franklin. A deranged person.

Mr. Alcott. What does Luna mean?

Several. The moon.

Mr. Alcott. It used to be thought that the moon

was the cause of derangement. It is still thought that

there are seasons which operate on the deranged, and

indeed on all persons. Dc you feel equally bright and

thoughtful all the year round?

Emma. I think more of my body in winter.

Franklin. I am lazier in winter.

Several. I feel lazy in summer.

Mr. Alcott. I feel the influence of the seasons and

find I do best by yielding to this influence.

Augustine. I am not so good-natured in Spring.

Mr. Alcott. Now tell me what has been
" ^^*^**

the subject to-day. I have led you to-day

a good deal— that is, I have suggested to you things to

to say, by my questions, and said more than usual my-

self. Now take the subject away from Jesus and all

persons, and tell me what it has been.

Emma. The Deity.

Franklin. Piety and Humanity.
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Augustine. Devotion.

Akdrew. Religion, Divinity, and Humanity.

Lucia. Divinity.

Lemuel. How faith cures the body.

JosiAH. The influence of Nature over Prayer.

Mr. Alcott. We have spoken of how the sense of

the divine exalts man, interprets and overpowers Na-

ture. Have you been interested in the Conversation?

( They all signified that they had. )

Recorder. You left the subject of curing
em^"^ ^'

disease too much without qualification, I

think.

Mr. Alcott. Perhaps so ; but it was qualified in

the last Conversation. It is the tendency of faith to lift

up and restore the body from disease
;
(and this truth is

practised upon by physicians ;) though after a certain

physiological point of decay, it is not done, as restora-

tion is impossible.

Recorder. Was it good advice to sanction, by your

example, the yielding to the influences of the season,

passively?

Mr. Alcott. I did not mean to say that I yielded to

the depressing, but to the renovating influences of the

seasons. The transitions of Nature, and especially of

the seasons, are, I conceive, intended to work out their

influence on the Soul of man ; and we should yield to

them for this em\. They quicken, diversify, renovate,

and strengthen the Soul.
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SPIRITUAL PURIFICATION.

Review. — The Cleansing of the Leper, from the Sacred Text. — Efficacy of

Faith.— Idea of Compassion. — lilusirations. — Miaiipprehension of Ho-

liness. — Spiritual Influence. — Human Electricity.— Instances. — Theory

and Cause of Leprosy.— Homage.— Emblem ot Humility.— Subject.

Mr. Alcott. What did we talk of last.?

John D. About Jesus going into the soli-

tary place to pray— and then going into other towns to

preach.

Mr. Alcott. In what place was he.'

JosiAH. In a town near the lake, I don't remember
the names.

Mr. Alcott. In Capernaum. He went all about

Galilee, preaching in synagogues; and it is not known
in which place the leper, that I am now going to read

about, came to him.

He read

THE CLEANSING OF THE LEPER.

Matt viii. 2-4. Mark i. 40-45. Luke v. 12-16.

Vulgar ^ra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

Galilee.

And it came to pass, when he was in a certain
Compassion.

city, behold,

Mark i.40. there came a leper to him

VOL. II. 15
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Vulgar ^ra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

Calilee.

Luke V. 12.

Mark i. 40.

Luke V. 12.

Matt. viii. 2.

Luke V. 12.

Maik i. 40.

Matt. viii. 2.

Mark i. 41.

Mark i. 42.

Matt. viii. 4.

Mark i. 44.

Mark i. 43.

Mark i. 45.

Luke V. 15.

Mark i. 45.

Luke V. 16.

Mark i. 45.

a man full of leprosy, who seeing Jesus,

and kneeling down to him, beseeching him,

fell on his I. ice

and worshipped him,

;.nd besoug!ii Imn,

an: saying unto him,

Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.

And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand,

and touched him, and saith into liiin, 1 will : be thou clean.

And as socn as he had spoken, immediately the leprosy

departo.'l from him, and he was cleansed.

And Jesus saith unto l)im,

See thou say nothing unto any man, but go thy way, show

thyself to the priest, and offer, for thy cleansing, those

things which Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.

And he straightway charged him, and forthwith sent him

away.

But he went out and began to publish it much, and to

blaze abroad the matter.

But so much the more went there a fame abroad of him,

and great multitudes camo together to hear, and to be

healed by him of their infirmities,

insomuch that Jesus could no more openly enter into the

city, but was without in desert places :

and he withdrew himself into the wilderness and prayed
;

and they came to him from every quarter.

Mr. Alcott. Now, what have these words waked

up in your minds.'' what picture, feeling, thought, prin-

ciple .''

Lucia. I liked the leper's coming and

F^th*^^*^^
kneeling and saying that Jesus could make

him clean. I liked his faith.

Mr. Alcott. And what always comes of faith .^

Good or bad.? and what in particular.?

Lucia. Good, but I do not know what in particular.

Franklin. I think his praying helped the cure, for

it was a prayer of faith. And I liked Jesus for having

compassion.
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Mr. Alcott. Did Jesus have faith.''

Franklin. Yes ; and the leper had faith ; and their

faiths joined in the Spirit. Whenever Jesus cured he

prayed, I think.

Mr. Alcott. Faith is a prayerful sentiment ; and

there can be no prayer without faith. But what had the

compassion to do with the cure.''

George K. The sores excited his com-

Compassion. I)assion ; SO he wanted to cure them.

Mr. Alcott. What is the meaning of the

word compassion.''

Martha. The passion t!iat helps another.

Franklin. Passion is a desire for ourselves ; and

compassion is a desire for others.

JosiAH. We say Jesus' sufferings were his passion—
his compassion —

{He stopped, stammering.)

Mr. Alcott. And compassion is suffering for

others.'' Let us analyze compassion now, and see

what it had to do with the cure. What is there in

compassion.''

Franklin. Love, Faith, Charity, Humanity. I

think Jesus looked mild, and beautiful, and innocent,

when he touched the leper.

Mr. Alcott. Di<l you ever feel compassion?

Ellen. Yes ; when I went home yester-
lUustrations, i /• i i t i •

(lay from school, 1 saw a man hurting a

boy ; and I thought that he hurt him too much when I

saw him cry ; I felt there was something wrong in it.

George K. Last week, when it was so cold, I saw
the birds flying, and felt compassion that they were so

disappointed and cold ; and could not get any thing to

eat.

Andrew. Once I saw some children tying a string to

a very small pu[)i)y — too small ; and it tormented him,
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Lemuel. I saw a man, yesterday, whip his horse,

and felt pity for the horse, and felt that the man was
cruel.

(Franklin also told a story of a horse.)

ANDREW. I saw a little boy, yesterday, without any

fingers, and felt pity.

George B. He was born so.

W. Augustus. I saw a dog harnessed into a little

cart, and made to drag something too heavy, and

whipped.

Ellen. I saw, too, in a paper, a story of a negro's

being burnt alive. He was bad ; but I thought his pun-

ishment was too great.

Mr. Alcott. Do you like to feel compassion?

All. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Is compassion a common sentiment?

All. Not common enough.

Mr. Alcott. What would the world he if there

were enough compassion?

Ellen. There would be nothing to jiity.

Mr. Alcott. I read the other day of a child found

in Charles street— a baby who was left there on pur-

pose— all alone in the world, without any fiiends to

take care of it ; and it was heard to cry in the night
;

and at last somebody went and took it in ; and as it had

no friends, it was sent to South Boston. I felt compas-

sion for that i)oor little baby. Are there any of you

who never felt compassion? Sucli niay rise.

(Nathan, William C, and Josiah rose.)

Weill 30U seem to be deficient in sensibility — all of

you
;
you need to feel more.

Nathan. I never felt compassion.

JosiAH. Nor I ; I never saw or heard of any suffering

that made me feel compassionate.

Mr. Alcott. Did you feel nothing about the baby

that I just spoke of?
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JosiAH. Oh yes ; but I never read or heard of any
thing before that made me feel compassion.

John D. I was interested in Jesus' not

sioroTiToiiness. wishing the leper to say any thing about

his cure ; for he was afraid it would bring

a great crowd round him.

Lemuel. I think it was because he did not wish to

appear proud.

Franklin. He wanted to be retired, so as to pray
;

and he did not want to seem vain.

Mr. Alcott. Why did he wish to go alone to

pray ?

Ellen. He was so good he loved to pray.

Mr. Alcott. But why did he wish to be alone?

why does any person ?

Ellen. One can open their hearts more when
alone.

Susan. And do not think of other things.

George K. He did not want a crowd round him

all the time, wanting to be healed ; he wanted to do

other things beside healing; and they would have

bothered him.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think he did not want the

trouble of healing?

George K. Yes ; he did not want to do nothing but

healing.

Martha. I think he did not want the Rulers to lay

hold of him.

Mr. Alcott. Was there fear of the Rulers?

Martha. No ; but the time for them to take him

was not yet come.

Franklin. I think he was willing to heal ; but there

were other things to do ; he wanted some time to

talk with his disciples, and some time to be alone to

15*
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pray. Besides, if he did nothing but heal, they might

not think at all. They would not believe on him in the

right way, even after they had been healed, unless he

had time to talk, and would misun«lerstand.

Mu. Alcott. People are liable to misunderstand

what addresses the eyes, are they not? Andean you

tell of any persons now-a-dnys, whose actions are mis-

understood, because they cannot be understood without

thought and purity?

Franklin. Yes, Mr. Alcott; you have been. Your

being punished in school has not been understood.

People have thought it was something different, and

that it (lid not do any good, and have misrepresented it.

They could not understand it.

Susan. And your allegory of the "Wheel of Duty "

has been misunderstood.

Another. Sometimes ministers are misunderstood.

Frank'i.in. A great many things, which you do,

would be misunderstood if they were not exj)lained.

Mr. Alcott. And you think, that if you were to

speak to others not acquainted with the school about

the " Wheel of Duty," and about my being punished

for you sometimes, it would be misunderstood?

(All laughed, and said yes.)

Sometimes a new scholar misunderstands, and it is easy

for him to misstate things. — And you think that Jesus

did things hard to be understood without explanation?

and that he preferred the lepers and others should not

speak of these miracles, because they would not present

them so that they might teach any thing, as he intended

they should, but feared that he should be surrounded

with idle people, curious to see wonderful things with

their eyes?

( They responded yes.)

And, generally, we must be careful how we state things

;hat are liable to be misunderstood.
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Emma. Jesus could have cured the leper

Influence. without touching hiiri. He touched him
for the sake of the people.

Mr. Alcott, Was the touching emliletTjatic?

Emma. He really touched him ; but it uas not ne-

cessary to the cure.

Franklin. Perhaps the touch had something to do

with the cure.

Mr. Ai.cott. Who think the touch was necessary

to the cure?

(Not one.)

Have you any explanation of the touch.'' Why did

Jesus touch hirn.''

{None.)

If a person has a groat deal of good in him, how is that

good to acton others,''

Emma. By actions.

Mr. Alcott. What does it i)ass through in order to

get our.''

One. Through the borly.

Franklin. Through the hands, and the tongue.

Mr. Alcott. Every j)art of the body becoujes the

.spirit-shower.

Ellen. The body is the spirit's window.

Mr. Alcott. That emblem is too artificial.

Ellf.n. Jesus calls the body a temjjle.

Mr. Alcott. That will do ; the temple is conse-

crated to worship
; and man should worship in bis Body

as well as in his Spirit. Has the Body any thing to do

with curing?

Several. It is the Spirit that cures.

Mr. Alcott. What touches?

Franklin. Prater.

Mr. Alcott. There is a man now in this

city, who thinks that if a person is tem-

perate and pure in his body, so that his
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spirit can flow over every part of liis body without

being obstructed any where ; who has faith in Spirit
j

is in the habit of praying earnestly, and has great

compassion for some other person who is sick, that

his spirit can be made to flow out through his fin-

gers, and make the sick person well. He not only

thinks it can be done, but that he has done it him-

self. And he tells a great many facts, as he thinks, to

prove it. And some learned men think so too. But

the person who is to be cured must either believe,

or know nothing about it. If they know about it and

disbelieve, that interrupts the cure. Why have I told

you this?

Susan. To illustrate Jesus' touching the leper.

Martha. To show what faith can do.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that what I have said

is possible ?

{Martha, Andrew, Lemuel.)

JosiAH. Has that man cured any one ?

Mr. Alcott. He told me there was a lady
Instances.

j^^^.^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^.^ ^j^j^^ ^^ feeble that her

spirit seemed to have gone from the surface of her body

inward, and would not come out, and she lay as if in

a trance, and he came and moved Jiis fingers over her

downwards, hardly touching her, and praying in his

mind very earnestly— and bye and bye she spoke and

said " Oh how delightful," and he cured this lady as he

thinks.

A Gentleman.* He told me of another case. A
lady hud a very great irritability. She was very sick,

and her nerves were in such a state that nothing could

put her to sleep. She suffered greatly, and no medi-

cine did her any good. And her husband called

on him and he went. The first time it took him an

* Rev. Mr. May, accidentally present.
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hour to put her to sleep, but every time he went he

couUl do it in a shorter time, and at last he relieved her

entirely.

Mr. Alcott. These are the facts which this person

states and believes. We do not say whether they are

true or not ; but some learned men believe in them, and

it seems that in Jesus' time it was thought that dis-

eases could be healed by a touch.

^, , But to return, what is lenrosv?
Theory and ' *

Cause of SEVERAL. Sores. Being whitc all over.

Franklin. Was leprosy caused by im-

purity?

Mr. Alcott. What do you think?

John D. I think their minds were impure.

Hales. They eat what was not fit to eat.

Franklin. Perhaps they did not keep themselves

clean.

Martha. It must be something in the mind that

causes leprosy. You know in the Old Testament, that

Naaman's servant had the leprosy for telling a lie.

Mr. Alcott. How could telling a lie produce lep-

rosy ?

Martha. It would hurt the Spirit, so that it could

not work well in the body.

Emma. Does not the impurity of the atmosphere

produce leprosy?

Mr. Alcott. And may not the feelings or habits of

men affect the atmosphere?

( They laughed.)

I heard a gentleman say the other day that men made

the weather, and he said it seriously.

Several. That must have been Mr. Graoter.

Mr. Alcott. In the time of Moses and of Jesus it

seems to have been thought that ths leprosy was pro-

duced by wrong doing, (not always in the leper, but in
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some of his ancestors, for it was iiereditary) and lep-

ers lived apart. It was necessary, for the safety of

others, that they should do so, and the leprosy was
deemed a punishment ; and as leprosy was produced

by wrong doing, that it might be transmitted to inno-

cent children who were born to suffer with it. Should

you not think that the sight of those solitary leper

houses, those wretched leper villages, which no well

person could approach, would have pei f)etually warned

people from a wrong doing, that might bring such

misery on thern.-elves and others ? In the southern

states I have seen people called clay-eaters whose faces

resemble clay.

Why did the leper kneel?
" Lemuel. Because he thought Jesus was

so much better than himself.

Emma. Because he felt humility.

Mr. Alcott. Is it right to kneel before others

when you feel very deeply, that they are better than

you are?

{,.1 few — the rest dissented.)

Andrew. We should only worship God.

Mr. Alcott. But when a man is full of the God-

like

JosiAH. As Jesus Christ.

Mr. Alcott. How many would kneel to Jesus

Christ if he were here?

{Almost all.)

Recorder. Why did Jesus check the young man
who knelt and called him good?

Mr. Alcott. Because he saw that he was
Emblem of • . * i • • i /-i i i

Humility. msinccre. And it is true that God alone

is Absolutely Good. The young man did

not apprehend the Spiritual Significance of the em-
blem.
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Recorder. To kneel to a man I should think would

always involve more falsehood than truth. We have

too much se vilit\', are too liable to it, to trust such

emblems.

Mr. Alcott. I am simply getting their impressions.

Some parents are in the habit of having their children

kneel to them, and ask their forgiveness, when they

have done wrong. What do you think of that.''

Some. It is of no use.

Some. It is not necessary.

Some. It is wrong.

Frankjlin. There can be no harm in it.

Mr. Alcott. But why should you be unwilling to

prostrate yourselves, if you feel hun.ble .''

{No answer.)
How many would be willing to kneel to their parents.''

{Some.)

How many would not?

{Some.)

How many could not feel that they did right, unless they

knelt ?

JosiAH. It would not be right to kneel.

Mr. Alcott. Are you too proud to kneel.'*

Nathan. I think I am.

Mr. Alcott. Who think it would be pride that

wouki keep you from kneeling.?

{One.)

Now will you tell me what has been the

" ^^*^*'
subject of conversation. Say nothing

about Jesus, or the leper, or even the leprosy — take it

out of all these.

Lucia. Faith acting on the body.

Lemuel. Power of spirit over the body.

Andrew. Faith and compassion acting on the body;

George K. Supernatural power over the body.
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George B. Compassion.

Emma. Faith. Compassion. Humility.

Nathan. Faith struggling against wickedness.

Mr. Alcott. What wickedness.

Nathan. Leprosy.

Mr. Alcott. We have spoken of the agency of

Faith in restoring and purifying the Body, when ren-

dered impure and diseased by self-indulgence, or by

constitutional taint.



CONVERSATION XLIII.

AFOSTACY OF SPIRIT.

Curing the Paralytic at Capernaum, from the Sacred Text.— Seat and

Ground of Faith. — Generation of Disease. — Pictures of the Scene.

—

Healing Efficacy of Faith and Repentance. — Spiritual and Physical Re-

newal. — Congenital Disease. — Origin of Physical Evil. — Temptation. —
Blasphemy.— Blasphemy of Humanity. — Subject.— Remarks.

Mr. Alcott remarked to Charles and Samuel R., that

since the conversation on the Miraculous Draught of

Fishes, we had conversed upon several other miracles

of Jesus, which they, being absent, had lost. He
asked them whether they felt that they should be inter-

ested in the coming conversation.

( The whole school signified they should.)

He then read the passage for the day.

CURE OF THE PARALYTIC.

Matt. ix. 2-8. Mark ii. 1 - 12. Luke v. 17-2G.

Vulgar ^ra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

Capernaum.

Mark ii. 1. And again he entered into Capernaum after

Forgiveness ^^^g j.jyg . j^„j jj ^y^g noised that he wsis in
ot Sins. ,, ,

tlio liouse.

Mark ii. 2. And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch

that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as

about the door: and he preached th3 word unto them,

Luke V. 17. And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching,

that there were Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by^

VOL. II. 16
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Vulgar JEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

Capernaum.

which were come out of every town of Galilee, and Judaea,

and Jerusalem ; and the power of the Lord was present to

heal them.

Luke V. 18. And behold,

Mark ii. 3. they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy,

Luke V. 18. a man which was taken with a palsy.

Matt. ix. 2. lying on a bed,

Mark ii, 3. which was borne of four :

Luke V. 18. and they sought means to bring him in, and to lay him

before him.

Luke V. 19. And when they could not find by what way they might

bring him in, because of the multitude,

Mark ii. 4. they could not come nigh him for the press
;

Luke V. 19. they went upon the house-top, and

Mark ii. 4. they uncovered the roof where he was ; and when they had

broken it up, they

Luke V. 19. let him down through the tiling, with his couch, into the

midst before Jesus.

Mark ii. 5. When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the

pair^y, Son,

Matt. ix. 2. be of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee :

Luke V. 20. Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.

Matt. ix. 3. And behold,

Mark ii. 6. there were certain of the Scribes sitting there, reasoning in

their hearts
;

Luke V. 21. and the Pharisees began to reason, saying

Matt. ix. 3. within themselves, TJiis man blasphemcth :

Luke V. 21. Who is this which spoakoth blaspliemics ?

Mark ii. 7. * Why dotli this man thus speak blasphemies ?

Luke V. 21. Who can forgive sins but God alone .'

Mark ii 8. And immediately, when Jesus perceived in his Spirit that

tiiey so reasoned within themselves,

Matt. ix. 4. knowing their thoughts,

Luke V. 22. he, answering, said unto them,

Mark ii. 8. Why reason ye these things in your hearts .'

Matt. ix. 4. Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts .'' for

Matt, ix. 5. whether

Mark ii. 9. is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be

forgiven thee ; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and

walk ?

* Job xiv, 4. Isaiah xliii. 25.
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Vulgar JEia., 27. Julian Teriod, 4740.

Capernaum.

Mark ii. 10.

Matt. ix. 6.

Mark ii. 11.

Mark ii. 12.

Luke V. 25.

Mark ii. 12.

Luke V. 25.

Mark ii. 12.

Luke V. 25.

Mark ii. 12.

Matt. ix. 8.

Mark ii. 12.

Luke V. 26.

Mark ii. 12.

Matt. ix. 8.

But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power

on earth to forgive sins :

(Then saith he to the sick of the palsy)

I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way

into thine house.

And immediately he

rose up before them, and

took up the bed

that whereon he lay,

and went forth before them all,

and departed to his own house, glorifying God,

insomuch that,

when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and

they were all amazed,

and were filled with fear, saying. We have seen strange

things to-day
;

we never saw it on this fashion,

and [they] glorified God, which had given such power unto

George K. I liked this verse — "When
G^roundof Jesus savv their faith, he said unto the sick
^'''^''*

of the palsy, Son, thy sins are forgiven

thee." They showed their faith by letting him down

so, and on that account Jesus cured him

Mr. Alcott. Where was the faith seated ?

George K. In their Spirits.

Mr. Alcott. In what faculty ^

Lemuel. It was in his Conscience.

Lucia. It was shown forth in his body.

Franklin. It was in reason and imagination.

Lemuel. It is in our affections.

Mr. Alcott. Where was the faith in this case.?

George K. In the man's conscience, and in the

people's conscience.

Mr. Alcott. And in that of Jesus also.?

George K. Yes.
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Mr. Alcott. How did they get this faith?

George K. They had heard and seen what miracles

he had done before.

Mr. Alcott. Did all their faith arise from mere

hearing r

George K. They had seen that he could cure,

because there had been a good many miracles.

Mr. Alcott. But a miracle cannot be, you say,

without there is faith in the first place. Now what

made them believe in his first miracle, when there had

been none which they could have heard and seen?

George K. Why, you know that was at Cana, and

his mother believed, because the angel had told her who
he was.

Mr. Alcott. But was there nothing within their

minds that helped the truth? Suppose I should go out

upon the Common, and come in and say— I saw the

great elm pulled up by the roots without hands, and

dancing on its head— should you believe me?

All. No.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose I should tell you, very seri-

ously, that I had had a vision this morning ; should

you believe me?
Several. Yes ; because that is possible.

Lucia. It is Reason that would make us have faith.

Mr. Alcott. Reason accepts the vision as possible
;

but can Reason settle all things, that come before the

mind, of a wonderful nature?

Alfred and Others. No.

( This subject was here dropped.)

Charles. I was most interested in the

otmlltso. verse, "Son, thy sins are forgiven thee."

That shows that the man had done wick-

edly in his life, and had been stricken by God with the
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palsy, by way of punishment. And then he had seen

the reason why he had the palsy, and had repented of

the sins, and so he was forgiven.

Mr. Alcott. Did you think he was arbitrarily

struck with the palsy, or did you think his sins were of

a nature to bring on the palsy? What do you think he

did?

Charles. Why, he ate what he ought not, he drank,

he got in passions, and God made him have the palsy to

punish him, and then he repented ; and Jesus knew he

had repented.

Mr. Alcott. Did indulgence of the appetites bring

out the disease itself?

(Almost all expressed the idea that excess in the grati-

ficaiion of the appetites and passions produced dis-

eases. )

Franklin. I think this paralytic was diseased on

account of his own sins, but the palsy could be inherited

by an innocent man.

Andrew. But in the father or grandfather where it

began, it was produced by self-indulgence.

Mr. Alcott. And so it always begins in wrong-

doing somewhere ; it always begins in indulged appe-

tite, though perhaps ignorantly indulged, sometimes.

It begins by a broken physiological law—
Lemuel. And in passions.

Mr. Alcott. Passions are an ultimate effect of

appetites. The selfishness of the senses gives occasions

for quarrels. The glutton sits down to dinner with

another glutton, and gets angry with him for eating up

what he wants himself. I think I have seen this in the

anteroom, sometimes.

Several. Boys quarrelling about water.

Pictures of
LuciA. I was most interested in the verse

the Scene. where it speaks of their going on the house-

16*
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top, and letting the paralytic down — they had such

faith.

Mr. Alcott. The houses were of one story, and

there were openings from the top down into them.

They were not such houses as we have ; some of you

are aware of that. If any of you pictured out this scene

you may give your picture.

Alfred. I thought the house was very full of

people, and had a flat roof. And I imagined the young

men on the roof just letting him down ; and Jesus

standing in the room below.

JosiAH. I thought the house was rather small ; and

on the roof was a great square place where they let

down the man's bed. It was not a bed, but a kind of

sheet with four ropes at the four corners. I thought

there was but one room in the house, and Jesus stood

about the middle of it, and had a smile on his face.

Andrew. I thought of a small flat-roofed house, and

stairs on the outside up to the top. The bed was a kind

of cushion about as large as a common bed. There

were four ropes and two men j each man had hold of

two ropes ; and they let him down through a hole in the

roof, which they made on purjiose.

George K. I thought like Andrew ; only I thought

there were four men. The paralytic looked rather

smiling, thinking he was to be cured ; but when he was

cured, he looked very glad indeed.

Mr. Alcott. What was the name of his feelings.'*

George K. Gratitude and faith.

Charles. I imagined a long low building, not much
higher than a man's head ; and Jesus was in the largest

of the two rooms in the house, two steps higher than

the rest, talking to the people. Bye and bye four men
bring along a very old man on a sofa— it was their

father. He has a crutch — for though he expected



IMPIETY. 187

Jesus would cure his palsy, one leg was shorter than

the other, and he did not expect he would make then) of

equal length. When they came to the house, they put

a ladder to the side of the house, and took the old man
upon a piece of canvass, and opened a trap door on the

roof and let him down ; and there was just space enough

made for him ; and Jesus looked at him and smiled ; and

then his four sons were so transported that they jumped

down from the roof.

( Others wished to give pictures, hut Mr. Alcott said he

coidd hear no more. Several said they thought of

the face of Jesus.)

Mr. Alcott. What interested you most,
Healinsr Efficacy r , ,

of Fail, and Lemuel.^
Repentance. Lemuel. I liked where he said, " Thy sins

be forgiven thee." The man had done a great many
bad things, and he had repented of a good many of

them ; and Jesus cured him of the rest for repenting

so much.

Mr. Alcott. How long do you think it would take

a man, who had the palsy, to recover by repentance?

Lemuel. Why, if he had real repentance and faith,

in about a month.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose he bad been bringing it on

a year, do you think he would be cured in a less time

than he was bringing it on .^

Lemuel. Yes ; rather.

Alfred. No ; it takes a longer time than he was

bringing it on.

Lucia. It takes about a month longer.

Ellen. It takes about the same time.

Mr. Alcott. I see before me twenty-five Spirits in

Bodies ; and they have not done wisely and right in all

the years which they have been in their bodies. They
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have taken a great many in)purit)es into
Spiritual and , . , , .

, i ^i •

Physical their mouths, and in other ways ; and their
Renewal. bodies have suffered from it. How long

do you think it wouhl take you to be restored to the

purity of babyhood in body, as well as mind?

George K. A good while.

( Others thought longer.)

Mr. Alcott. Suppose God had made us so that we
could do wrong without any consequences of this kind.''

Andrew. Then we should not know when we did

wrong ! We should be worse off than we are now.

Mr. Alcott. Who thinks the body is a sign of what

is in the mind.''

(Several held up hands.)

Charles. I don't think that, when persons are per-

fectly well, they ought to think they have all right

within them. I am in remarkably good health always
;

and I do a great many wrong things. I am punished, I

suppose, in some other way than in my body.

Mr. Alcott. The effect of a violated law

SSTe?^^ is not imtnediate. You know diseases are

inherited. Sometimes the effect does not

come out until the children and grandchildren appear
;

and we may suffer from the sins of our parents.

Franklin. Then it is not our fault.

Mr. Alcott. No ; but it is our duty, when we know

we have any particular tendencies to disease, to check

them by all the self-denial in our power. It is said by

some very learned physiologists that, if mankind were

perfectly faithful to every physiological as well as moral

law, we might be born without giving suffering to any

one, live without suffering, and die with the pleasant

sensation of going to sleep.

Charles. I have had two really hard punishments

in my life.



IMPIETY. 189

Mr. Alcott. What did Jesus mean by

Phy^ica^l Evil, this question— "Whether is it easier to

say, take up thy bed and wali<, or, thy sins

be forgiven thee? "

Lucia. He meant to show that he could do either.

Lemuel. To show that his power could go out both

ways.

Mr. Alcott. Where does sin begin.''

Ellen In the body.

(Several repeated this idea.)

Lemuel. Sin begins in the first wrong thing you do.

Andrew. I think sin begins in the second wrong

thing you do, for the first is only to show you the diflfer-

ence between right and wrong.

George K. Sin comes froin Satan*

{Some others repeated this idea, some substituting the

word Serpent.)

Charles. Sin began with Eve— she ate the apple.

Mr. Alcott. Why dii she eat the apple ?

Charles. Oh, she saw the serpent eating, and she

thought it tasted good.

Mr. Alcott. There are some apples before you,

and you think they look good to eat. Another person

eats and it seems to be very pleasant. But your mother

has told you that they are not good for
rempution.

^^^^ constitution, and you know that your

mother is wiser than you — that she is very kind to you.

But you do not think of this
;
you will not think of it

;

you try not to think of it ; and all the while your eyes

and your appetites keep saying, eat. You eat— is it

wrong?

All. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Where is the wrong?

Susan. In the determination — the choice.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose there had been no such

bad choice, where would be your Satan?
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Susan. There would not be any.

Mr. Alcott. Who then are Satan-makers.? who
are the Satans.?

George K. I used to think God made me do wrong.
Franklin. Yes; I thought God made me do every

thing.

(One more assented.)

Mr. Alcott, And now what do jou think?

Lucia. We do wrong at first, and then that makes
us do wrong again.

Franklin. Eve was not punished for the first

wrong, but for giving the apple to Adam.*
Mr. Alcott. Suppose all the wickedness in each of

you, and in all the world, were to be taken out and
put into one being ; what would be the name of that

being.?

Several. Satan — the Devil.

Mr. Alcott. But it is not all in one being. It is in

Charles, and Lemuel, and Francis, and Mr. Alcott,

and—
Several. No ; not in Mr. Alcott.

Mr. Alcott. What did the Pharisees

Blasphemy. mean by saying " This man blasphemeth ".?

George K. They thought God alone

could forgive sins.

* In this place, as in several others, this morning, an opportu-

nity to go deeper was omitted. There were many persons

present, and the children kept on the surface, because they

were diverted from going into their deepest thoughts by the

interest, which their more superficial ones seemed to excite in

the company. This did not seem to be from the idea of display

on their part; it was merely the physical effect, if I may so ex-

press it, of the presence. The children do really conceive so

much of these subjects, that they are in no danger of being

elated with their feeble power of expressing what is much more

adequately thought than worded, — Rec.
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Mr. Alcott. What was their mistake?

StrsAN. They thought no one else ought to.

Mr. Alcott. And what did Jesus teach on that.^

Lucia. That we must do something ourselves.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose the persons present this

morning, at this Conversation, should go away and say,

these children blaspheme, they do not believe in an

Outward Devil— would they have understood what
we mean.'*

Several. No.

Mr. Alcott. What is blasphemy.?

Lemuel. Swearing.

Charles. Saying false things against God.

George K. That was blasphemy, (only I did not

know it,) when I used to say that God made me do

wrong.

Charles. It is blasphemy, when we do wrong, to

say that Eve did it.

Franklin. I think it is blasphemy to say that Satan

did it.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose you saw before

Human Nature. Y®" ^ little infant, and some one should say

that infant is full of wickedness, it hates

right, it is not full of purity— what would that be.''

Several. Blasphemy.

Charles. That is not what I used to call blasphemy;

but saying things about God himself. But I think it is

blasphemy to say that of an innocent little infant.

{All spoke of this subject, and expressed the idea that

to call or think an Infant Spirit bad, ivas blasphemy

against its Maker.)

Mr. Alcott. What did they mean when they said

" We never saw it on this fashion."
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Andrew. They never saw curing done in that way.

Mr. Alcott. They never saw curing connected

with the cause of disease.

What has been our subject to-day?

Subject. Ellen. The power of faith to cure dis-

ease.

Charles. The origin of Evil.

Franklin. The beginning of wickedness.

Mr. Alcott. How was this sul)ject brought in.''

George K. By the verse, " Whether is it easier to

say, thy sins be forgiven thee, or, take up thy bed and

walk.?"

Recorder. The Conversation to-day was
em r s.

^^^jj ^^ good beginnings, not followed up.

Mr. Alcott. There were so many things to be con-

sidered, that there was not time 5 and I felt hurried.

Recorder. And you showed it— you suggested

more than usual. You went before them with the Idea

that Satan is not a person, and that it would be blas-

phemy to speak of evil in an iiifimt.

Mr. Alcott. I was conscious of this. But you

know they have never believed in the Personality of

Evil, except in one or two instances— that Idea has be-

fore come from themselves ; and if I had pursued the

question on blasphemy, they would themselves have

suggested the Infant.

Recorder. I think so, certainly, and therefore I

wanted it to be so.



CONVERSATION XLIV.

IMITATION OF SPIRIT.

DISCIPLESHIP.

Review. — The Calling of Matthew, from the Sacred Text. — Ideas of the

Conversation.— Holiness.— Discipleship.— Influences of Nature.— Pic-

tures of the Scene. — Idea of Miracles.— Analogies Influence of Ex-

ample. — Practical Holiness.— Instances and Illustrations. — Obedience of

the Faculties. — Subject. — Close.

Mr. Alcott. Can you recall the conver-

sation of Wednesday last.** What did it

lead to.'*

AViLLiAM C. I recollect that the roof of the house

was taken off, and the Paralytic let down.

Edward C. I remember it was in Capernaum.
Susan. The house was full where Jesus was.

Lucia. It led us to talk upon where Good and Evil

come from.

Ellen. And we said that faith would have some
effect in curing.

Mr. Alcott. Have any of you ever thought that

Faith alone, without any means of a material kind,

would cure diseases.''

Most. No ; but that it would help.

{Lucia, Ellen, Susan, George B. held up hands, as

thinking that faith alone cured.)

Mr. Alcott. Did you think so.**

Ellen. No ; but I thought you did.

VOL. 11. 17
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Mr. Alcott. Do you remember what was said

about the little infant?

Charles. Yes
;
you asked, what if you should bring

a little Infant into the room, and say it was wicked,

would it be blasphemy.'*

Mr. Alcott. Did you think that I thought it would

be.?

{All held up hands.)

Ellen. I thought so myself, however, before I

thought of what you thought.

Mr. Alcott. What made you think I thought so.?

Ellen. From the way in which you put the ques-

tion.

Mr. Alcott here read the lesson for the day.

THE calling of MATTHEW.

Matt, ix 9. Mark ii. 13, 14. Luke v. 27, 28.

Vulgar iEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

(Japernaum.

Luke V, 27. And after these things

Mark ii. 13. he went forth again by the sea side ; and all

the multitude resorted unto him, and he taught them.

Mark ii. 14. and as he passed by

Matt. ix. 9. from thence, he saw a man,

Luke V. 27. a publican, named Levi,

Matt. ix. 9. named Matthew,

Mark ii. 11. the son of Alpheus,

Matt. ix. 9. sitting at the receipt of custom.

Luke V. 27. and he said unto him, follow me.

Luke V. 28. And he left all, rose up, and followed him.

He asked who expected to be interested, and to talk.?

{All expected to be interested, though some

cZ.tSL. felt languid.)

^ Emma. I shall be interested j but I do not
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like to talk, because I never seem to have said any thing

when I do speak — I cannot get words for my thoughts.

Mr. Alcott. Who prefer to hear others talk to

talking themselves.''

{All held up hands, except Josiah.)

JosiAH. I prefer to talk myself generally,

Mr. Alcott. Why.''

JosiAH. Because I do not think the others always

say what is true.

Mr. Alcott. But when they do say what is true,

how is it.''

JosiAH. Oh! then I like to hear them talk.

George K. and JNIartha. Others think more inter-

esting things than I do.

George B. I never have any thing to say.

Mr. Alcott. What do I mean by reading

from St. Mark as I have just done.'*

Susan. He is one of the Gospels.

Mr. Alcott. One of the Gospel Writers.

Ellen. A disci[)le.

Alfred. An Evangelist.

One. What does Saint mean.'*

Mr. Alcott. Holy, good.

But what did the reading bring into your
Discipleship. . , ^

^ ^ minds.''

George K. I thought Levi followed Jesus, because

he thought he would do some miracle.

Mr. Alcott. What kind of miracle?

George. K. An outward miracle, such as changing

water into wine, a material miracle, not spiritual.

Mr. Alcott. What is the difference — what is a

spiritual miracle.'*

George K. Why, to cure the Paralytic, because

Jesus said, " thy sins be forgiven thee," which was

something in his spirit.
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Mr. Alcott. What is meant by forgiveness?

George K. He meant that his conscience should

not accuse him any more of it. That was Christ's

forgiveness.

Alfred. I think Matthew followed Jesus partly,

because Jesus commanded him to do it.

Mr. Alcott. How many think it a command?
{A few held up hands.)

Ellen. I thought it was a request.

(Others agreed.)

Charles. I think Matthew had never seen a man
who had so much faith in him, as to want him to follow

him.

Recorder. What do you mean b}'^ Jesus having

faith in Matthew?
Charles. Confidence in his honesty, and that he

would be good as a disciple.

Samuel R. I thought Matthew did not think much
about what he was going for, but went from curiosity.

George K. I thought Jesus spoke in a very kind

manner, as if he wished him to go very much.

Mr. Alcott. Did he entreat him to go, urge, rather

than command?
Charles. He asked, to see whether he would go or

not.

Josiah. Mr. Alcott, I do not know why

NSof^^*"*^ Jesus went upon the sea-side, unless it was

very pleasant there, and it was hot, and

he wanted to cool himself.

Franklin. I think he went there because he liked

to see the waves and Nature.

Mr. Alcott. Why did he wish to see Nature?

Franklin. I cannot express it.

George K. Because he liked to have room enough,

and perhaps there might be boats there, and if the mul-

titude pressed upon him, he could get in and teach.
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Andrew. I think he went there to see the little

fishes.

Mr. Alcott. Why cli.l he want to see them.?
Andrew. Because he liked to see them swimming.
Mr. Alcott. Why did he like to look at them

then ?

Andrew. Because they had such pretty skins.

Ellen. I think he liked to go hy the sea, hecause I

like to go there.

Charles. He wanted to have the sea put mightiness

into his words.

Mr. Alcott. He wanted, you think, to take advan-
tage of the influences of Nature on the Imagination."*

Nathan. He wanted to have other people learn to

admire Nature.

JosiAH. I thought Jesus looked very hot.
Pictures of i .1 i . 1 ,

the Scene. ^nd he went down by the sea; and you
could just see the other side of the sea.

And he and his disciples were together ; and the multi-

tude was on the other side of the bank, and his hand
was up, teaching. (He gave the attitude.)

Mr. Alcott. And what was his hand up for.?

JosiAH. Because it looked pretty. In ancient times

they always did so, but they don't do so now 3 and they

all had white robes on.

Mr. Alcott. Why white robes.?

JosTAH. It was the fashion. But, Mr. Alcott, what
was the receipt of custom?

Mr. Alcott. Taking taxes ; that was the publi-

can's business.

{Josiah needed more explanation of this, and the

question went round, ''what loere taxes? ^' and it

was thoroughly discussed. Charles thought it was
wrong to have to pay any taxes ; but Mr. Alcott did

17*
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not enter upon that at this time. This subject

being ended—

)

JosiAH {continued.) And there was a bridge, not for

carriages, but for foot passengers, that went over the

lake. Jesus and his disciples w^ere on that at first
j

and when he had done teaching, he went on till he came

to Matthew ; and he called him, and Matthew rose up

and followed him.

Lemuel. I thought Jesus was in a boat, very near

the shore, preaching ; and the people were on the

shore ; and when he had done, he called Matthew, who
was sitting there, and he went into the boat ; and they

sailed across, talking about spiritual things, such as

God, and —

JosiAH. He went so willingly to see him
(doa of Miraclet). ^ . ,

perform miracles.

Mr. Alcott. What kind of miracles?

JosiAH. Spiritual and material.

Mr. Alcott. What is the difference?

JosiAH. To change water into wine is a material

miracle, but to overcome any appetite is a spiritual

miracle.

Mr. Alcott. How was curing the leper?

JosiAH. Material, mostly.

Mr. Alcott. What was material in it?

JosiAH. Why, the touching was material, and the

faith was the spiritual part.

Mr. Alcott. How was it with the Paralytic?

JosiAH. Wholly spiritual — "thy sins be forgiven

thee" — yes, spiritual,

Mr. Alcott. If you saw the seed as it

Analogies.
gprouted in the ground— the acorn out of

which the oak was opening as large as the Elm on the

Common, should you call that a miracle?
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JosiAH. Yes
;
partly material.

Mr. Alcott. And suppose you should see an egg

move, then see the shell break, and a little chick come
out — would that be material?

JosiAH. Yes
;
partly.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose you saw a baby dying.

JosiAH. That would be spiritual.

Mr. Alcott. Suj)pose you saw a baby being born.

JosiAH, That is wholly spiritual — being born.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever see a spiritual miracle,''

JosiAH. No ; spiritual miracles cannot be seen, be-

cause they are spiritual.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever feel a spiritual miracle.''

JosiAH. Oh yes.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever see a material njiracle.''

JosiAH. No ; there were none only when Jesus

Christ was on earth.

Mr. Alcott. But you said that a seed opening out

into a tree was partly a m^^terial miracle.

JosiAH. You asked for material miracles, and that

is partly spiritual, and so was the chicken, and the dying

baby ; but the dead baby is material.

Mr. Alcott. Lay your hands on your hearts.

( They did so, and there was silent listening for a mo-

ment.)

Is breathing a miracle.''

(^Immediately almost all raised hands.)

Charles. I think it is miraculous, because you

breathe without knowing it.

(A few thought breathing was not miraculous, because

they could explain some of the phenomena and their

immediate causes ; but all found, on analysis, that

they at last came to a link of the chain which was

lost in the Supernatural.)

Mr. Alcott. Feel of your pulses.
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( They did so. Mr. Alcott expressed in so many words,

thai breathing and birth were among the greatest of
miracles. They analyzed growth in an egg— an

acorn— and found that every thing led up to the

Supernalural. He then asked,)

Wtiich of your faculties feels the outward miracle, and
which the in w.u'd ?

JosiAH. The ejes see the outward and the Spirit the

inward miracle.

Mr. Alcott. What fi^culty feels the inward.''

Several. Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. What is it to follow Christ?

Knpit
°' Franklin. He meant to follow him, to try

to be good like him, and to go with him too.

{Many agreed.)

Charles. He meant to follow his spiritual path,

and his material path.

{Many.)

JosiAH, Mr. Alcott, what was done with the table

Matthew left ?

Mr. Alcott. Perhaps he did not leave it immedi-

ately.

JosiAH. Why yes ; he rose uj), immediately, " and

he left all and followed him." I have a picture of it in

my mind. I think Matthew had a table before him,

with a white cloth over it ; and he had all his money

counted out in piles, the dollars in one place, and the

cents in another, and the bills in another.

Mr. Alcott. It was rather an early age for dollars

and bills.

JosiAH. And when Jesus called him he arose up

immediately and left all. He never thought of staying

one moment after Jesus called him.

Mr. Alcott. Do the rest of you think Matthew

went as soon as he was called.''
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{All held up their hands.)

JosiAH. Oh ! Mr. Alcott, I have another thought

now. I think that Matthew was expecting to be called

at first, as soon as he saw Jesus coming, and might

have gathered up all his money to go as soon as he

spoke.

Mr. Alcott. Why did he think Jesus was going to

call him ?

JosiAH. Why, when they set out, Peter and the rest

of them did not know where Matthew was gone, and

that was the reason he was not among them now, and

Matthew knew that Jesus would call him as soon as he

saw him,

Samuel R. I think Matthew was not already a dis-

ciple— this was the first time he was called ; but he had

already gathered up his bags and money, and was pre-

paring to go home when Jesus called him.

(Several held up hands in assent.)

JosiAH. It is all the same thing, even if he did not

go that minute— he began to prepare to go perhaps,

and did not actually go, till Jesus had passed some

time.

Mr. Alcott. No ; it was of very little

Holine^i. consequence. Now tell me what it is to

follow Jesus, how can you follow him.-*

Nathan. I must be good and mind his example.

Mr. Alcott. But I want a real action — something

that you can live, to-day.

Charles. To be temperate when I eat

lKr.r„":' m dinner to-day.

Ellen. To be patient, as Jesus was with

people, when my little sister troubles me.

Mr. Alcott. Do you trouble her ever.''

Ellen. Yes ; I know I do ; but she troubles me

when 1 am getting her to sleep ; sometimes she will not
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go to sleej), and .<he often cries when I take caie of her.

I must be patient and kind.

George K. When my brother plagues me and

strikes me, instead of striUin<5 back again, I must

forbear.

Lemuel. When my mother asks me to go an er-

ranfl — to go (h)wn to a shop and g-et some cloth, because

the man is engaged, and I am at play, 1 must go will-

ingly, I must obey her cheerfully.

Susan. I must bear with Frank.

Lucia. I must bear with i))y little brother, when I

put him to bed— very often he cries and will not be

good.

Mr. Alcott. Are you kind to him when he cries.''

LucFA. Yes
;
yet he will cry, and not do as 1 want

him to ; then I nsust be patient.

Josiah. I think that Jesus meant that Matthew
should follow him and hear him [)reach ; and when he

was crucified, that he should follow his example and

preach, and should tell others about it, so that u hen he

died they should j)reach, and then those persons should

preach, and so on till now.

Alfiied. I think like Josiah, and that Jesus wanted

Matthew to follow him till he died, and then be an

apostle till he was himself crucified, or something else,

like Jesus.

Mr. Alcott. Josiah, did you ever follow Christ

yourself .'*

Josiah. Yes ; I did to-day. My little sister this

morning had a withered flower, which she seemed to

think a great d«,'al of, and my mother asked me to put

the faded leaves, that had fallen off, into the fire ; and

when I did, my li.ttle sister cried excessively, and I went

up to her and told her a story, which seemed to ])lease

her very much, so that she forgot the disappointment

about the withered flower and its faded leaves.
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Mr. Alcott. And you think it was following Christ

to tell her that story?

What must all your faculties obey when
Obedience. ^ ,, ^, . ^ »

you follow Christ.''

All. Conscience.

Lemuel. What are the names of the faculties that

should follow conscience.

Alfred. Reason.

Charles. Understanding.

Lemuel. The affections.

George. Passions.

Susan. Appetites.

One. Aspiration.

Mr. Alcott. W^hat is that.'*

Lemuel. Wanting to go up.

Mr. Alcott. There is a better name for aspiration,

the faculty that goes up.

Several. Faitli.

Subject. ^^i^,. ?

Mr. Alcott. What has been the subject

to-day .''

Lemuel and Others. F'ollowing Christ.

Nathan and Others. Faith in Christ.

Charles. Imitating Christ every day.

George B. The way to follow Christ.

Martha. Obedience to Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Have all been interested to-
Close. 1 ^

day."*

Many. Veiy much interested.

Josiah. I have been interested, because I have had

a chance to talk so much.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think some others were not

interested, because they had no chance to talk.''

JosiAH. The next time I will not speak till recess.
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Mr. Alcott. We wish to have you talk, Josiah, and

all others, when you have thoughts of your own to

give. We want your own thoughts and feelings. We
want you to tell what goes on in your mind while we
are reading, and while you are conversing one with the

other. That is one way by which we can understand

what good the conversations do you. Put your thoughts

into words, and then we know what you are, and

what you intend. By words and actions we judge of

all intentions.



CONVERSATION XLV
SPIRITUAL INSTINCT.

SUPERSTITIOIW^.

Review. — Healing of the Impotent Man at the Pool of Bethesda, from tho

Sacred Text. — Ideas and Pictures of the Scene. — Mediciniil t-'priii s —
Superstition.— Awe of the Invisible. — Imaginative Fears. — Lu as of the

Miracle.— Formality.— Examples. — Faith. — The Conversation.

Mr. Alcott began by inquiring about the
Review. i ^ /-i

last Conversation.

They remembered Josiah's illustration of the with-

ered flower, and Andrew's image of Jesus' lookiiij: at

the beautiful fishes ; also the discussion of the differ-

ence between material and spiritual miracles, and Jo-

siah's long conversation thereon. Each recalled the

thoughts of others.

Then the lesson of the day was read.

HEALING OF THE INFIRM MAN AT THE POOL, OF

BETHESDA.

John v. 1 - 13.

Vulgar ^ra, 27. 1 After * this there was a feast of the Jews ; and Jesus
^"''^" ^^'•o'^' went up to Jerusalem.

4740.
2 Now there is at Jerusalem, by the sheep-war^c<, a pool,

Jerusalem. which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five

* T ,-t g porches.

Dout. xvi. ^ ^" these lay a great multitude of impotent folk, of blind,

halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the water.

4 For an angel went down at a certain season into the

pool, and troubled the water : whosoever then first, after

VOL. II. 18
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Vulgar iEra, 27. the troubling of the water, stepped in, was made whole of

''"''^"^?n
"°'^' whatsoever disease he had.

4740.
5 And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity

Jerusalem. thiity and eight years.

6 When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been

now a long time iti that case, he saith unto liim, Wilt thou

be made whole ?

7 The impotent man answered him. Sir, I have no man,

when the water is troubled, to put me into the pool: but

while I am coming, another steppeth down before me.

8 Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.

9 And immediately the man was made whole, and took

up his bed, and walked : and on the same day was the sab-

bath.

10 The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, It

* Jer, xvii. 22. is the sabbath-day ; * it is not lawful for thee to carry thy

bod.

11 He answered them. He that made me whole, the same

said unto me. Take up thy bed, and walk.

12 Then asked they him. What man is that which said

unto thee. Take up thy bed, and walk ?

13 And he that was healed wist not who it was : for Je-

sus had conveyed himself away, a multitude being in tJiat

place.

The children asked Mr. Alcott the meaning of the

words halt, wist, impotent.

George B. I don't see why the man
Ideas and Pic- ''

turesof the could not Step in, when the other men did.

Mr. Alcott. Can either of you explain

that.?

Lucia. It was the man who stept in first that was to

be cured ; because he would render the water impure.

Franklin. Only one had room to go in at once, and

that one would impurify the water.

George B. Perhaps it was a steep place, and only

one could go down at once.

Susan. They had different diseases, and when the

water was stained with one disease, they had to wait

till it had settled down to the bottom of the pool, and

the clean water had come up.
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Charles. I was interested in this verse, "For an
angel went down at a certain season." I thought of the

angel as coming down and putting his hand in and
moving it about to make it pure. I think it is all an
emblem. The pool, you know, has stagnant water and
is not very pure. It represents the mind of a sick per-

son. And the angel represents goodness coming into

the mind, and purifying it ; and when the mind is per-

fectly pure, it purifies the body and makes it well.

Mr. Alcott. Can you describe the angel?

JosiAH. I can, Mr. Alcott. It was not visible to the

people ; and they only saw the water troubled and

thought of an angel.

Ellen. I thought of an angel with a white robe,

all unspotted, to represent purity. It was the angel of

purity because it purified the water, and the angel had

light hair, and a wreath of lilies round his head to

represent purity. The wings were light blue.

Charles. I thought of a white robe, but a red man-

tle to represent warm zeal — the zeal to do good. I

thought the hair was black, so as to make a fine con-

trast ; and he had a trumpet with which he blowed upon

the waters to trouble them. He comes on the wind be-

cause that is high and strong and invisible. At first

there was a very slight expression of doubt upon his

countenance, whether he could do what he was going

to do, but when he found that he had done it, he smiled

and flew away. He had two wings on his head, two

on his sides, and two on his feet.

Franklin. I think he had a long golden wand to

touch the waters with, and not a trumpet ; and a wreath

of flowers on his head, and on his forehead, in golden

letters, the words "Angel of Purity,'- and he had gol-

den slippers.

( The rest laughed.)



SOS RECORD OF CONVERSATIONS.

Mr. Alcott. How many would dispense with the

golden .-Uppers?

{Jill held up their hands.)

Who think a visible angel literally troubled the water?

( -ll)

Are there any such pools now-a-days?

Ef-LF.iV. There are none we can see with our eyes.

Lemuf.l. I thought that pool could be seen.

Mr. Aixott. Yes; it can be seen now, I believe.

Did it differ from all other pools that you have heard

of?

Charles. An angel was in the pool to make it cure,

and tli«-y believed it could ; but there is no faith in such

things now.

Mr. Alcott. Did you never hear of pools that

cured?

Charles. Oh, yes I have. Virginia

Spri..-'s. Springs.

Others. And Saratoga.

' Frank LFN. And I think the pool of Bethesda was

a mineial Spring ; and they believed it could cure, and

so it could.

Ml. Alcott. How did the porches round the pool

look ?

Nathan. They were places to stay in while they

were waiting; they were built on the banks of the

pool — five of them, and seats were all round, and a

room to go in and put on another dress.

JosiAH. 1 think they were little houses with slanting

roof- on one side. Mr. Alcott, in the country I wonder

whnher \ ou have ever seen those sheds near churches
;

peoi)le are in the habit of driving their chaises under

thein. 1 think there were five like those, or one all

ronnd, <li\ iiled into five parts, and little doors on the

back
I
a t, where they could go in, and one was for

the :e, e/s exclusively^
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Hales. I thought of small houses on the banks of

the pool, and there were little rooms to dress in.

Lemuel. I thought there were arches, like that one

under the Franklin Library ; and within the arches,

after you had passed through, you came to steps of

granite that led down to the pool.

Nathan. I thought of tents only, made of wood.

Charles. I thought there was a little round house

that enclosed the whole pool, and there was a little

narrow entry all round large enough for two persons to

walk ; and the roof of the house made five inclined

planes supported by two pillars each. Between each

of these was a small window from the entr\', except

one place where there was a door into the entry, and

opposite that door, on the other side of the entry, there

was another to go down into the pool.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever see such a house?

Charles. Yes, my uncle has one at his farm.

Mr. Alcott. What made the bubbling?

Charles. Why, the spring bubbled.

Mr. Alcott. What made the spring bubble?

(^Several attempts but no answer.)

Nathan. The angel made the bubble.

Charles. The angel moved the waters on the top,

but the bubbling below went on all the time.

Lemuel. The water ran through the rocks with so

much force, it made the bubbling below.

Hales. I thought it was full of rocks down at the

bottom.

Franklin. I think it was rain that filled the springs

at a distance and run through the rocks, that made the

lower bubbling.

Mr. Alcott. Then there were two forces?

Franklin. Yes ; the sj)ring below and the angel

above.

Mr. Alcott. Who made the spring from below?
18*
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Franklin. God.

Ma. Ai.coTT. Who sent the angel?

Franklin. God.

INlFi. Alcott. There was one source; might there

not have been but one force— one agitation?

Fi:anki,in. Oh yes ! I suppose they were supersti-

tions ; they saw the water moving, and they thought an

an^2"t'l <liil it.

Mr. Alcott. What does superstition do?

Franklin. It makes us suspect and ima-

gine.

CiiARr.ES. I suppose the Pharisees had taught them

that thcie were angels, and angels were great things
;

and when they saw the water moving, they thought

that was a great thing, and so they thought an angel

did ir.

LvMur.L. I think it was the prophets who told them

of thi' virtues of the Spring, and they said it was an

anurel.

Franklin. But even the prophets only saw the

ang(;l in tlieir spirits.

Mr. Alcott. When a little infant sees a

Awe of tho leaf twirling and shaking in the wind, and
nvisi.i ...

g^^^ jj^ hand move it, what do you think he

thinks?

Lucia. He wants to know why it does so.

Cha!!Les. He thinks it is God.

SvMTKL R. No; he does not think it is God, ex-

actly — he thinks it is something above himself, but he

does not know what.

Mr. Alcott. When a very little child is hurt by a

stick, what does he think?

Franklin. He thinks it is a bad stick.

Mr. Alcott. What does he make of the stick and

the <iuivering leaf ?
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Francis. He thinks the leaf quivers of itself.

Ellen. He thinks it is a living creature.

Francis. Yes ; because it moves, as he does.

Mr. Alcott. What did these people at the sheep-

market think, when they saw the waters moving?

(No answer.)

A child sees a carriage and horses in the

SJS."^^'''^ sky— they seem to be galloping down—
the carriage is all on fire — the horses go

very swiftly —oh, mother, see it!— it is coming down!

— it will carry me off !— it will burn the world up!

My dear, it is only a cloud. What is all that?

Several. Imagination— fear.

Franklin. Superstition.

Mr. Alcott. Have any of you superstition— fear

of the unknown?
(Many.)

Tell me an instance.

(Several declined, though they said they remembered.)

Georgr B. Once I was in bed and heard the creak-

ing of a door, and I thought it was a robber.

Mr. Alcott. Is there always fear in superstition?

Can any other sentiment make it— can love?

(Most doubted.)

Franklin. Yes.

Charles. Hope can make superstition
;
people de-

sire good and find good signs.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think there was any supersti-

tion about this pool?

(Some held up hands.)

Who among you really think an angel came down and

troubled the waters— that these people understood the

whole matter right?

(All rose.)

The subject of superstition will come up again
;
we will

return to the text.
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JosiAH. Mr. Alcott, I think the people

Ideas of the Were glad to find out that Jesus had done
Miracle.

^j^j^ ^^^ ^^le Sabbath day, but I do not see

why.

George B. I do not see why he told that it was
Jesus.

JosiAH. Nor I ; for they must have known already

that it was Jesus. No other man could do miracles, you

know ; and besides, he must have known that the Jews

wanted to do harm to Jesus.

Mr. Alcott. Are you sure that they thought no one

but Jesus could do such miracles?

Lemuel. It would have been very ungrateful for

that man to have told it was Jesus, to expose him to

danger; but I think he did not know that it would.

Charles. I think he thought it would make the

Jews believe in Jesus, to tell them what he had done.

Franklin. Yes ; he thought they would love Jesus

for it, but they only wanted to know it that they might

accuse Jesus.

Mr. Alcott. How accuse him?

Franklin. About the Sabbath day ; they
Formality. ^jj j^^^. understand that doing good was not

work.

Mr. Alcott, But carrying a bed through the streets

— was that work?

Hales. Not when Jesus told him to.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think they really thought

either Jesus or the man did wrong?

Nathan. I don't see why they should.

Franklin. I think that man was very sorry after-

wards that he told of the cure.

Mr. Alcott. We should think before we tell of our

friends, things that cannot be understood or appreciated.

According to their law it was wrong to carry a bed on

the Sabbath day.
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Charles. I think if Jesus had come with a king's

crown, and sceptre, and royal robes, and bringing a

great deal of money and honors, they would have let

him do any thing on Sunday that he wished, and said

not a word about it.

Franklin. I don't think he would have done so

much good if he had come so.

Mr. Alcott. Had they right notions about power
and dignity.''

Charles. No.

Mr. Alcott. Can you tell me of any
Examples. , . , . „ . ,

example in modern times of a mistake,

such as these Jews made about the Sabbath day .''

Lemuel. Some people think it is wrong to go and see

sick people on Sunday.

Josiah. I have heard people say it was wrong to go

to an apothecary's shop on Sunday.

George B. People think it is always wrong to sew

on Sunday ; but it would not be wrong to sew a shroud.

W. Augustus. People think it is wrong to go and

buy medicine on Sunday, but it is not.

Hales. Some people think it is wrong to eat on Fast

day, but we do.

Andrew. Some think it wrong to ride out on Sun-

day, or to take a walk.

{Franklin and Corinna agreed.)

Mr. Alcott. Do you think those things are wrong?

Ellen. I think it is wrong to go out on a visit,

because it will be likely to take your mind from what

you ought to be thinking of yourself ; but it is not wrong

to visit the sick, or to go out to talk on interesting sub-

jects.

Emma. If they were going to take a ride for mere

pleasure, I think it would be as well to take another

day ; for though you might not think or talk of any
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thing wrong, and the riding would not be wrong, yet

Other and different kind of people would do so.

JosiAH. A friend of mine was sick, and the doctor

thought it would be well to go and ride on Sunday— and

that was right.

George B. It is wrong to go and sail on Sunday.

Ellen. Yes ; I know that it is wrong, because boats

almost always get upset that go and sail on Sunday.

{The children laughed.)

I have very often heard so ; I have often heard of

pleasure boats being upset on Sunday ; and I should

think it would be so — that God would make it so on

purpose as a punishment.

Mr. Alcott. Would the same wind upset it on

any other day?

George B. I don't see why that man
^'^^^^'

should not take up his bed and walk, if

Jesus told him to.

William C. I don't think he would have been

cured, if he had not had faith enough in Jesus to do any

thing he commanded him to do.

Mr. Alcott. Do you imagine people standing

round, and calling Jesus a bad man, and Jesus telling

him to do this thing which they thought wrong, to

prove his faith?

William C. Yes ; he wanted to see if he too would

think it wrong.

Franklin. It tried his faith, because the people all

thought it was wrong.

Emma. It could not be wrong, if Jesus had told him

to do it.

Mr. Alcott. What kind of faith was this that

Jesus called out?

Susan. Faith that Jesus could cure him.
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JosiAH. I do not see how that man could have

faith in Jesus, when he lived in that Porch, and could

never have seen any of his miracles, or heard of his

power.

Franklin. I don't think he did live in the Porch, but

somewhere else, and had heard of Jesus.

Charles. I think he was not so well taken care of

as to live always in that Porch. But I think it was his

strong desire to be cured that made him so easy to be-

lieve that Jesus could cure him.

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by Jesus conveying

himself away ?

Charles. Why, he walked away as any man would.

I suppose the lame man was so delighted at finding

himself well that he did not take notice.

Mr. Alcott. What has been the subject
Subject. , «

to-day?

Emma and Others. Faith curing sickness.

Charles and Others. Faith.

George B. Purity.

One. Superstition.

Mr. Alcott. Have any of you been more

l?tU)n.°"'^'" interested than usual to-day?

{Several said yes.)

How many have been as much interested as usual?

{Ma7iy.)

How many not so much?
{Hales.

Those who have tried as much as usual to-day may
stand up.

(Many.)

Sometimes I ask a question, and you look as if you were

going to say something, and I wait, and nothing comes
j

how is that?
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Samuel R. I can't express my thoughts.

(Several agreed.)

Ellen. I have no thoughts to express.

(So several.)

Charles. I don't have either difficulty ; but some-

times my attention is diverted, and I do not hear what

is going on.

Josiah. I cannot always remember the words I want

to use. I sometimes have to wait ; and I try to remem-

ber my words by saying them over to myself; but very

often, while I am doing it, my words, and thoughts, and

all, are forgotten

!

Mr. Alcott. Sometimes I do not express myself

well, or so that you can understand me. How many

feel that?

(Some raised their hands.)

Whenever that is the case, you should say that you

do not understand the question. Do you always have

thoughts?

(All rose, and some said, " almost always.'^)

How long do you think we have been conversing to-day ?

(
The judgment varied from ten minutes up to two

hours. It was two hours.)



CONVERSATION XL VI

RESURRECTION OF SPIRIT.

SPIRITUAI, REVIVAL.

Review. — Conversation of Jesus with the Jews on the Cure of the Impo-
tent Man, from the Sacred Text. — Wholesome Food. — Retribution.

—

Type of the Appetites and Passions.— Repentance and Contrition. — Il-

lustration of Contrition.— Confession of Faults — (Quickening Agency of

Conscience.— Spiritual Renewal.— Persecution. — Activity of Spirit. —
Unity of Spirit. — Limitations of the Flesh Paternity of Spirit. — Spir-

itual Renovation. — Retribution.— Subject.

Mr. Alcott be^an by recalling the mirack
at the pool of Bethesda, and asked what

else they remembered.

Nathan. We talked about the porches.

Frank. And about the angel pictures.

Lucia. And why the first man only was cured.

Mr. Alcott. I might have remarked to you, that

this man being impotent could not put himself into the

pool without assistance.

Ellen. He says, " There is no man to put me in."

Mr. Alcott. What principle did the conversation

lead us to think of.'' You know we spoke of people's

ascribing things to wrong causes— of a little infant's

thinking a twirling leaf was alive.

Charles. Superstition.

{Mr. Alcott referred to the Dutch superstition about

the Stork''s protecting houses.)

Charles. That is because Storks are kind.

VOL. II. 19
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( Various other superstitions were mentioned, some

beautiful and some not so, both by Mr. Alcott and

the children. But so many associations of this kind,

signs, ^c. came thronging, that he arrested the sub-

ject, and said that it was too great a subject to take

up now.)

Ellen. I wish we could have a whole forenoon's

conversation on superstition.

Mr. Alcott. We will at some time. It was intro-

duced now, as you remember, by there having been a

Jewish superstition about this pool of Bethesda— they

thought an angel made it bubble. It really bubbled.

Now look over while I read

THE CONVERSATION OF JESUS WITH THE JEWS ON THE
CURE OF THE IMPOTENT MAN.

John v. 14-30.

Vulgar iEra, 27. 14 Afterward Jesus findeth him in the tem-
Julian Period, (luickcning oi , , ., ^ ,. „,,,,,

4740. Spirit. P''^' ^"" ^^'" ""*° ""^' behold, thou art

made wiiole : sin no more, lest a worse
Jarusalem. ^|,j„g ^.^^^ u^to t^pg^

15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus,

which made him whole.

16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and

sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the

Sabbath d:iy,

17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hither-

to, and I work.

18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, be-

cause he not only had broken the Sabbath, but said also

that God was his Father, making himself equal with God.

19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verily,

verily, I say unto you, 'I'he Son can do nothing of himself,

but what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he

doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.

20 For the Fatlier loveth the Son, and showcth him all

things that himself doeth : and he will show him greater

works than these, that ye may marvel.

21 For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickcneth

them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he will.
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22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed

all judgment unto the Son :

23 That all men should honor the Son, even as they

honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth

not the Father which hath sent him.

24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting

life, and shall not come into condemnation : but is passed

from death unto life.

25 Verily, verily, I say unto you. The hour is coming,

aud now is, when the dead shall ht-ar the voice of the Son

of God : and they that hear shall live.

26 For as the Father hath life in himself j so halh he

given to the Son to have life in himself
3

27 And hath given him authority to execute judgment

also, because he is the Son of man.

28 Marvel not at this : for the hour is coming, in the

which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,

Mat. XXV. 46. 29 And shall come forth, * they that have done good,

unto the resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil,

unto the resurrectidn of damnation.

30 I can of mine own self do nothing : as I hear, I judge
;

and my judgment is just ; because I seek not mine own will,

but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

{Upon the fourteenth verse Mr. Jllcott asked,)

Do you suppo.se sin made him infirm.'*

(Several held up hands.)

What sin would make him impotent.''

Lemuel. Idleness.

Mr. Alcott. Think of that expression in
Wholesome

^^^ fifteenth verse, ''made him whole.''

Did you ever hear that some kinds of food

are wholesome, and some kinds of food are unwhole-

some,'* Now should you not take care to eat such kinds

of food as make your bodies whole— wholesome food?

( They all held up hands, and Mr. Alcott made a few
more remarks and finished the reading.

)

Now tell me, what has been most interest-
Retribution. . • .1 • ,. ^

ing m this readmg.''
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George K. I like the twenty-eighth and twenty-

ninth verses. They mean that when they had done
wrong, their conscience should come forth to punish-

ment, and the good would be called to happiness.

Mr. Alcott. And what is the grave?
Type of the /-« tt- mi ^-^ i

Appetites. George K. 1 he appetites and passions.

Mr. Alcott. How many think so?

{A few.)

What is the feeling that lifts Conscience out of the

grave of appetite?

George K. Faith that one can do right.

Mr. Alcott. What is the feeling about the past?

George K. Repentance about wrong.

CoSior
""^ Mr. Alcott. Did you ever hear the

words "a humble and contrite heart"?

As many as have had the feeling of contrition, not fear

of punishment, but of contrition, may rise.

(^Several rose.)

I will tell you a story of contrition in a

Sri£?°'' little girl, three years old, who was the

other day being prepared for dinner by her

mother, who was in a hurry to go to her little baby,

the little girl's sister. The little girl does not like to be

washed, and was displeased because her mother was in

a hurry : and when she heard her little sister cry, and

felt that it made her mother more in a hurry, she was

angry and said, I don't love little sister, I wish she was

dead, I will throw her out of the window! Her mother

said. Why, my little girl! not love your little sister! wish

she was dead ! And when the little girl heard what she

had said, though her mother did not say another word,

or speak of punishment, she looked very much shocked,

and said, Oh, mother, I am very naughty ; I want to go

and lie down ; I feel bad ; I want to be alone. And

her mother said, you had better, and think of it. And
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she put her on the bed and left her. And bye

and bye the little girl's father went into the room,

and he did not know what had happened, and he

said. What are you lying there for, my little girl?

And she said, Oh, father! I feel very bad — I am very

naughty— I am not fit to be seen, (and she hid her

face in the pillow.) What have you done? said he.

Oh, I have said I did not love little sister ; I wished

she was dead 5 and I would throw her out of the win-

dow. I am very naughty ; I feel bad ; I want to be

alone
;
(and she hid her face again and cried.) In a

minute she said again. Father don't love me, mother

don't love me, little sister don't love me, God won't love

me. And her father said, I love you, and am very sorry

for what you have done ; and God is sorry ; but he will

love you again, if you are really sorry— are you sorry?

Yes, father ; and I love you, and I love God, and every

body. And her father said, will you go and kiss little

sister? And she said yeL ; and she got up and went
and kissed every body in the room. Was that con-

trition?

{All assented.)

But to return —
Charles. I think "the grave" here means the

state of those who have been led into wrong by others,

and who have stifled their consciences. And " the hour

that is coming" is when Jesus shall have been killed,

and they shall be awakened by that to think 5 and when
their consciences will either punish them or make them
happy.

Mr. Alcott. Such of you as thiirk that you have

not risen from the grave of appetite and passion, may
rise.

(None rose.)

Such as have not risen fully?

(Ml rose.)

19*
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What is the grave of the Soul of each par-

of^Fauits." ticular one of you? Each one of you think

within yourself, into what particular grave

your spirits are most liable to fall. I shall require an

answer from each.

Ellen. Temper — love of vexing. I sometimes

love to say things to plague my little sister.

Mr. Alcott. Oh, Ellen ! to try to give pain ! It will

need the voice of the Sou of God to lift you out of that

grave.

George K. My grave is something like Ellen's.

( This very unwillingly, as if ashamed.)

Hales. Mine is passion, I think.

Martha, I don't know the principal one, but impa-

tience is one of mine.

Francis. The appetites are mine, and I like to

thumj) and hurt.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; and it has almost buried you.

At first, you had not a very strong constitution, and you

have indulged yourself till it is weaker still, and weaker

and weaker it will grow, until your mortal body, which

has been the grave of the spirit, itself finds a grave in

the earth,

Francis. To-day I only mean to eat a piece of ham
for my din-ner, so big. {Showing his two fingers.)

CoRiNNA. My grave is passion.

Andrew. Mine is anger.

Nathan. Laziness and eating are mine.

Mr. Alcott. You mean eating more than you

ought. How does your head feel afterward — does it

not feel heavy.'* How^ is it with you, Lucia.'*

{Lucia did not speak.)

Perhaps there is not any.

William. Mine is anger.

Mr. Alcott. Anger is more than the grave. The
raging of anger is like fire ; it originated the pictures of

hell. Hell is the state of raging passions.
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Lemuel. My grave is appetites and passions.

Charles. Passions. Anger is a hot grave.

Samuel R. Tantalizing— a love of playing unkind

tricks ; and I have a great many more.

Mr. Alcott. I should like to have the deepest grave

told.

Susan. Disobedience and thoughtlessness.

Mr. Alcott. Disobedience is the spade that digs

the graves ; and sometimes it digs very deep graves.

W. Augustus. Passions and appetites.

Samuel R. Love of tantalizing is the deepest in me.

{All the rest confessed to this sin, and Mr. Alcott made

some observations upon the malignity that has its

germ in this habit of tantalizing.)

Mr. Alcott. But Lucia, you have not told.

Lucia, (hesitating.) Impatience, I believe.

Mr. Alcott. How does the voice of the
duickening

--, „ ^ , • i

Agency of Son of God couie to us in our graves:
Conscience.

M^p^^HA. By Conscience.

George K. In repentance — Conscience is the voice

of the Son of God.

Mr. Alcott. As many as think that they have heard

the voice of the Son of God may rise.

{Several did.)

Tell an instance.

Charles. After I came from fishing the last time I

went, when you talked to me about it.

Andrew. When I put a little kitten's feet into the

water to frighten it.

George K. After I have plagued my sister.

Lemuel. Once I put a little puppy, just born, into

the frog pond.

{He seemed distressed in telling this, and all the others

seemed to think it was particularly bad.)

Mr. Alcott. All, who are in the habit of troubling

your brothers and sisters knowingly, wilfully, may rise.
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{A great many rose.)

And all this time you were burying your brother and

sister in the grave of anger and ill temper. Ellen does

not know how much sin in her sister may have its origin

in her want of patience and her unkindness.

( Considerable conversation arose here on the responsi-

bility of the tempers of others, especially of those

younger than themselves, which seemed to imprest

the children very seriously.

)

What is meant by " passed from death unto

Renewal. '"^

Martha. Awakening of Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Why did the Jews seek to
Persecution. ^ ^ 3persecute Jesus.''

George K. I think they really thought he had done

wrong.

{Some agreed.)

Ellen. I don't— I think they hated him because he

was so good.

{Others.)

Mr. Alcott. Who think as George does, that the

Jews really thought it was wrong to cure the man on

the Sabbath day?

(Charles, Samuel R., George, Martha, and Andrew.)

How many think they knew it was not wrong.?

(The rest.)

What was the feeling within them, do you think.''

Ellen. Jealousy, and malice, and spite.

Charles. And envy.

Mr. Alcott. Who among you have felt spite.'*

(^Many rose.)

Who have felt jealousy.?

(Some.)

Who have felt malignity — a love of hurting?

(Many.)
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What did Jesus mean by " My Father

sp"u.'^°^ worketh hitherto, and I work"?
One. God works all the time.

Charles. On Sunday as well as at other times.

George K. God works in our Faculties.

Mr. Alcott. What did Jesus mean by
Unity of Spirit. . r* > u- o ^.u isaying God was his rather.?

Charles. The Father of his Spirit. God made
Jesus— He was a part of God.

George K. He was like God in goodness.

Ellen. He was God himself.

Lemuel. He was equal in goodness.

Mr. Alcott. Are you equal to God in Goodness?

(None replied.)

Is goodness in you like the goodness of God?

{Some.)

George K. It don't seem to me that Jesus was

equal with God exactly.

Charles. Jesus had a decaying body on him — that

was all the diiference.

Mr. Alcott, Was not the body God's, and has not

God the Universe on him? Are you in God, or is God in

you ?

Charles. I had rather think of myself in God, be-

cause it seems as if we should be taken better care of.

All. So I think.

Andrew. I think " resurrection unto life

13 of
tlie Flesh.
Limitations of

^^^^^^^ ^^^^^ j^^^^ ^^,^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^.^ carried

into God ; but if we are bad we are not.

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by "the Son can

do nothing of himself," &c. ?

Lemuel. The " Son " means our Spirits, and our

spirits can do nothing without God's help.
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Several. That is just what I think.

Mr. Alcott. What faculty do all the senses obey ?

Charles. The Spiritual Faculty.

Mr. Alcott. Are the senses the imitators?

Lemuel. Yes ; of the Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. George, do you love to do
Paternity of

^^.^^^^^ ^^^-^^^ ^^^^ ^^^j^^^. ^j^^^ p

George K. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by saying " The
Father loveth the Son and showeth him all things that

himself doeth".? What is here signified by the Father

and the Son ?

Charles. God is the Father.

Francis. The Son is our Spirits.

Mr. Alcott. How does the Father show the Son,

that is, how does God show our spirits all that he him-

self does?

Several. In our Spirits. By Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by

Renovation. Saying "I will show you yet greater

things "?

Susan. Raise the dead bodies of people.

Charles. It is a greater thing to raise men's spir-

its out of wrong things and feelings, into right thoughts.

George K. I think the crucifixion was a greater

thing.

Samuel R. I think the birth of a little child is

greater than to do the miracle of raising the dead.

Charles. I think it would be a greater thing to

raise us out of our appetites and passions.

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by " The Son

quickeneth whom he will "?

George K. Puts Spirit into men.
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Mr. Alcott. What is meant by " The
Retribution. n ^i • i ,i i i .1

Father judgeth no man, but has committed

all judgment unto the Son"? When you have done

wrong, do you first condemn it yourself, before you feel

that God does?

Charles. Yes ; our conscience condemns us.

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by "Honoring
the Son even as you honor the Father "?

Charles. Conscience is just like God, and if we
do not mind conscience, we shall not honor God.

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by this, " Of my-

self I can do nothing "?

Lemuel. The body can do nothing alone.

Andrew. God gives the power to do things.

Mr. Alcott. "As I hear I judge ;" what does that

mean?
Charles. As conscience told him, so he judged.

Mr. Alcott. " My judgment is just."

Charles. Yes ; becaus'^ he judged by Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. And here is the principle of Justice
;

he says "because I do not seek mine own will," &c.

Charles. He did not act from his own selfish incli-

nations, but from what he thought was right and the

will of God, and so he found himself possessed of

God's kind of power.

Mr. Alcott. What is Will?

Charles and Lemuel. Your determination.

Andrew. Your desire.

Ellen. Your wishes are your will.

Mr. Alcott. The will wishes, desires, determines,

chooses, acts; the will is the Spirit in action, even

when we are determining to do something.

Lemuel. Yes ; determining is an action.

Mr. Alcott. Thought is will in the mind. Love

is will in the heart, Lust is will in the body.
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.Subject. .^,i„„?
Now tell me what has been our subject

to-day

George K. Faith working in the body.

Ellen. The evil arising from bad passions.

Charles. The humility of Jesus.

Mr. Alcott. The subjection of Jesus to God. But

take the subject out of Jesus.

Charles. The subjection of the will of the Body to

that of the Spirit,

Mr. Alcott. What is the word that means the will

in the body?

Lemuel. Lust.

Andrew. The will of the spirit is to do right ; the

will of the body is to do wrong.

Mr. Alcott. Our subject has been the resurrection

of Spirit from the lusts of the Body ; the lifting up

of the spiritual will out of the material will. That is

the great subject on which Jesus was talking. It was

introduced by his curing the impotence of the man at

the pool of Bethesda.



CONVERSATION XLVII.

UNITY OF SPIRIT.

CON-SCIEJVTIOUSNE3S.

Review. — Conversation of Jesus with the Jews after the Cure of the Impo-
tent Man, from the Sacred Text. — Spiritual Insight. — Spiritual Blind-

ness. — Spiritual Evidence Witness of Spirit. — Immutability of Con-
science. —Voice of Conscience. — Ubiquity of Conscience. — Practical

Holiness. — Grounds of Faith. — Evidence of Consciousness. — Invisi-

bility of Spirit. — Record of Spirit, — Duality of Spirit. — Subject.

Mr. Alcott. What was our subject last
Review. . ,

time.'^

Susan. Jesus was sought to be killed by the Jews,
because they thought he made himself equal with God.
Ellen. And because he healed a man on the Sab-

bath day.

Charles. The resurrection of life.

George K. The rising of the Spirit out of the

appetites and passions.

Mr. Alcott here read the lesson.

CONTINUATION OF THE CONVERSATION ON HEALING THE
IMPOTENT MAN.

John v. 31-47.

Vulgar ^ra, 27. 31 * If I bear witness of myself, my witness
Julian Period, Spiritual .

j ^ j

4740. Testimony. ^^ "^^ true.

32 t There is another that bearelh witness of
Jerusalem. jj,g . a,nd I know that the witness which he witnesseth of me

*Ch.viii. 14.
ist-^ue.

t Matt. iii. 17. 33 Ye sent unto John, J and he bare witness unto the

X Ch. i. 7. truth.

VOL. II. 20
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Vulgar JEra., 27
Julian Period,

4740.

Jerusalem.

* Matt. iii. 17
;

xvii. 5.

t Heut. iv. 12.

34 But I receive not testimony from man : but these

things 1 say, that ye might be saved.

35 He was a burning and a shining light : and ye were

willing for a season to rejoice in his light.

36 But 1 have greater witness than tkat of John : for the

works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same

works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath

sent me.

37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, * hath

borne witness of me. Ye have neither heard his voice at

any time, f nor seen his shape.

38 And ye have not his word abiding in you : for whom he

hath sent, him ye believe not.

39 Search the scriptures ; for in them ye think ye have

eternal life : and they are they which testify of me.

40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.

41 I receive not honor from men.

42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in

you.

43 I am come in my Father's name, and ye receive mo
not: if another shall come in his own name, him ye will

receive.

J Ch. xii. 43. 44 J How can ye believe, which receive honor one of

another, and seek not the honor that cometh from God only ?

45 Do not think that 1 will accuse you to the Father :

there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye

trust.

46 For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed

me : $ for he wrote of me.

47 But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe

my words ?

$ Gen. iii. 15.

Deut. zviii. 15,

Spiritual

Insight.

Charles. I like the forty-second verse,

Jesus knowing about their love of God.

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by the love

of God.?

George B. Faith in God.

Martha. I think Jesus knew that the Jews did not

keep God's commandments.

Mr. Alcott. Which commandment.''

George K. They did not keep the commandment of

loving God, or they would not have found fault with

Jesus.
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Mr. Alcott. How do you suppose Jesus knew
them so well?

George K. By their actions.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that he knew in any

different way from what you find out?

Lemuel. I think Jesus knew because he made the

men, for Jesus was God.

Charles. I think Jesus knew so much about Human
Nature, that he could tell what people thought, by the

least expression of their faces, when they did not know
they were betraying themselves.

George K. I think God told Jesus in his Spirit— he

sent an angel down.

Mr. Alcott. What difference do you think there

was in his and your communication with God?
Charles. I think he was much more holy, and that

that made him not know different kinds of things, but

know the same things better. He thought more, he felt

niorcj and his interviews were much more holy.

Anjukew. I like the forty-third verse — "I

BUndnTss. ^'" come," &c. I think his coming in his

Father's name means that he came to tell

them there was a God, and to teach about God ; and

they would not receive him because they did not care

about such things ; but those who come in their own
names are kings and people, who only think of them-

selves and only talk about themselves.

Charles. They did not like Jesus because he was

so plain, and did not pretend to any thing, and talked

about spiritual subjects, instead of about battles, and

conquest, and worldly honors, and such things.

George K. The reason they did not like Jesus was,

that he was so simple and meek. He was not an out-

ward, but an inward man, who talked about God.
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Charles. They would have been glad of a man who
would feast them ; they did not understand what he

meant, so they thought it was very dull and dry.

Mr. Alcott. Why did they not understand.^

Charles. Because their minds were darkened by

temptation.

Mr. Alcott. How is it when Charles's mind is

darkened by temptation.''

Charles. Then I am as stupid and dull—
Mr. Alcott. What unfits us for receiving spiritual

truth?

Lemuel. Intemperance — Self-indulgence.

Charles. We are blinded. I do not un-

EvideHce. dcrstaud what is meant by the thirty-first

verse. I should think it meant that one

should not rely on one's own views of one's self, and

that others should not. Jesus could rely on himself,

but he wanted to teach the people generally to get

impartial witnesses, like John and others.

George K. I think he did not choose to bear wit-

ness of himself, because that would seem like boasting
;

but that John's witness would not seem so.

Mr. Alcott. Why did they think John's witness

was true.''

Ellen. Because he was a prophet, and they be-

lieved in him.

Mr. Alcott, Suppose a man should come and say

with great earnestness, that he was Jesus Christ, and

so that you knew he believed it himself; what would

be in your mind.^

Charles. That he was insane.

Mr. Alcott. Is there no internal evidence
Witness of

^^ ^^^ ^^.^^^ ^^, falsehood of any thing?

Charles, Yes ; Reason.
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Mr. Alcott. Is Reason unerring?

George. K. Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. How many think it is Conscience that

testifies to the truth.''

{All held up hands.)

Recorder. Is there no such thing as a morbid or

mistaken conscience?

Mr. Alcott. A little while ago I heard two persons

discussing the subject ; one said Conscience never erred
;

but that Reason mistook its decisions ; the other that

Conscience erred. What is your opinion— is it your

conscience that errs, or your other faculties?

{Most said Conscience never erred.)

Charles. I know your opinion ; for you

[wieSce'/
^'^ often tell us that Conscience should be

obeyed.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; I hope that I have always told

you to obey Conscience. Do you think that Jesus' Con-

science always spoke, and that his Reason always

understood it ; and that he always obeyed it?

{All held up hands.)

How is it that some people do not hear the Conscience?

Charles. Because they leave off obeying it, so that

they cannot understand it. Intemperance dims the

perception of Conscience.

Mr. Alcott. Tell some instance.

George K. Conscience does not speak to

Conscience. "^^ when I am doing a thing, but after-

wards.

Mr. Alcott. Does it not speak, or do you not

hear ? Do you suppose you could hear it before, or

when you were doing it, if you listened?

George K. Yes.

Emma. Mr. Alcott, I very often do wrong things
5

but I always hear my conscience ; it speaks low even at

first, and while I am doing wrong.

20*
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Mr. Alcott. Those boys, who hear the voice of

Conscience sometimes speaking loud and of punish-

ment, may rise.

{Many rose.)

Why does it speak loud?

Susan. Because it wants to keep us from doing

wrong.

George K. When you first begin to do wrong, it

begins to speak low ; then it becomes loud ; and at last

it gets tired, and the voice dies away.

Mr. Alcott. What makes the voice die away.'*

Charles. Because you get deafened.

Mr. Alcott. There is a friend at a distance, whose

lips are moving, and I hear him speak low words of

warning ; I approach him and he grows louder, clearer,

and more distinct. Again I see him speak to me, and I

turn away from him. He raises his voice to make me
hear, but I walk away, and away, till at last his loudest

voice can no longer be heard. Is Conscience your

friend r

Charles. Yes, it is our friend, though we are some-

times its foe.

Mr. Alcott. Have you all heard the voice of

Conscience ?

Charles. I might as well pretend not to hear a

cannon.

Mr. Alcott. How many are near Con-
Ubiquityof

science^

Andrew. I am getting nearer and nearer
;

and when I get up there I stay a good while.

Mr. Alcott. You linger a while around it.

(
Others said they sometimes went up to it and some-

times ran away from it.)

Where is Conscience?

Lemuel. In the Spirit.
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Andrew. I think a little of it is in every faculty.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; I suppose that you cannot think,

cannot study, cannot remember, unless you use your

Conscience ; that every lesson you learn without the

Sense of Duty is in vain. It never becomes any part of

your mind. But only earnest love makes it one with

your mind.

What does Jesus mean by " I need not the

Hoitl testimony Of man-?
(No answer.)

How was John " a burning and shining light"?

Nathan. By goodness.

Frank. Faith.

Lemuel. Love.

Mr. Alcott. How does Love burn?

George K. Love is Conscience, and Conscience

burns when we do wrong.

Mr. Alcott. How did the works of Jesus bear

witness that God had sent him?

George K. His miracles proved that God
^vas with him. His outward miracles were

turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand.

Andrew. And curing the sick and lame.

Lemuel. And raising Lazarus.

Martha. Raising the dead was inward.

George K. Preaching is an inward miracle.

Andrew. Casting out demons was inward.

Another. Walking on the water was outward.

George K. Making people good was inward.

Mr. Alcott. If Jesus had come into the

fS".'^''°^ world, and had not walked on the water, or

turned water into wine, or healed the par-

alytic and impotent man, or raised Lazarus, should you

have still believed him?
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George K. If he had preached as he did, I should

have believed.

Lemuel. And made people good.

Mr. Alcott. Which kind of miracles proved him

great ?

Susan. Both ; but the inward most.

Samuel R. I think no miracle could be altogether

outward.

George K. Yes ; raising the dead is very inward,

for it requires an operation on the Spirit to set the lungs

breathing.

Mr. Alcott. And do you think that all outward

things begin inwardly?

Emma. Mr. Alcott, I do not think that wickedness

itself is entirely unspiritual, because without spirit the

body can do nothing.

Mr.' Alcott. What is the greatest kind of miracle ?

Nathan. Turning water into wine.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose I should turn water into

wine, should you have greater feeling of my power .''

{All rose.)

Should you have greater confidence in my power to

make you good.**

( Only Nathan rose. )

What bore witness in Jesus, that he was

Consciousness.
Evidence of ^^^^ p

Many. God.

Mr. Alcott. What bears witness in you .''

Some. Conscience.

Others. Your actions.

Mr. Alcott. Your actions prove you come from

God.? Why do you love.?

Lemuel. Because I cannot help it.

George K. Because Conscience tells me.
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Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by say-
|nvisibi]ity of j^g ,, Ye have not seen God," &c. ?

Lemuel. It means by the outward eyes.

Mr. Alcott. How many of you think that God has

a shape?

Lemuel. God is not a thing.

Nathan. God is nothing.

Mr. Alcott. Do you mean there is no God, or that

God is not a thing.''

Nathan. God is not a thing, he is a Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. How do you know that he is?

Lemuel. Because he holds every thing together.

Mr. Alcott. What does it mean by " And ye have

not his word abiding in you "?

Martha. The Bible is his word ; and the Bible

prophesied there would be a Saviour ; and they did not

believe. They were not conscientious.

Francis. Conscience did not stay in them, because

they did not mind it.

Mr. Alcott. What if all Conscience was

BphTu
°'

written out in a book, what would the name
of the book be?

Lemuel. The Bible.

Mr. Alcott. How did the Scriptures testify of

Christ ?

Martha. The prophets prophesied. They speak

of Conscience and Reason, the two faculties of the

Soul.

Mr. Alcott. It says in the Bible, "All

sp^rit!^"^ things are double." What does that

mean ?

Charles. Body and Spirit.

Martha. Reason and Conscience.

Charles. What is there double about God?
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Mr. Alcott. Spirit and Matter. Nature and Man
double God, and thus present him in appreciable

forms to the senses.

What have we been talking about— what
' "

^^'^

'

has been the general subject.''

Lemuel. About testimony.

Mr. Alcott. What does Jesus testify to here?

Lemuel. He testified of Spirit.

Emma. Conscience — its testimony.

Samuel R. Spirit, and Conscience, and God.

Mr. Alcott. Conscience is the testimony or wit-

ness of the Spirit in Man. Its testimony is ever true.

It is the Law of God in the Soul.



CONVERSATION XLVIII

SABBATH OF SPIRIT.

HOLY TIME.

Heview. — The Disciples plucking the Ears of Corn, from the Sacred Text.

— Ideas ofLabor. — Sunday Employments.— Sunday Readings. — Church-

going. — End of Sunday or Sabbath. — Meditation. — Idea of Sunday Du-
ties. — Devotion. — Cheerfulness.— Prayer, spontaneous and formal.

—

Lord's Prayer. — Spiritual Greatness.— Emblena. — Holiness. — Sabbath

in the Soul. — Subject.

As usual, Mr. Alcott began with remarks

to bring their attention to the subject, and
then asked what was the subject of the last conversa-

tion, (omitting the review of Wednesday.)

Lucia. It was a subject, I remember, very difficult

to get hold of, and which required a great deal of

thought.

Charles. It was about Witness of Spirit.

Most. Could not remember.

Mr. Alcott. I am not surprised— it was on a very

abstract subject.

Charles. I do not know what abstract means.

Mr. Alcott explained, and then read the last lesson,

which revived the last conversation. He then read

the lesson for the day.
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THE DISCIPLES PLUCKING THE EARS OF CORN ON THE
SABBATH BAY.

Matt. xii. 1-f Mark ii. 23 to the end. Luke vi. 1-5.

Luke vi. 1.

Matt, xii L

Mark ii. 23.

Matt. xii. L
Luke vi. 1.

Matt. xii. 2.

Mark ii. 24.

Luke vi. 2.

Luke vi. 3.

Mark ii. 25.

Luke vi. 3.

Mark ii. 25.

Mark ii. 2G.

Luke vi. 4.

Matt. xii. 4.

Matt. xii. 5.

Matt. xii. 6.

Matt. xii. 7.

Vulgar iEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

In a Progress.

Holy Time.
And it came to pass on the second Sabbath

after the first, that he went through the

corn-fields :

and his disciples were an hungered, and began to pluck the

ears of corn

as they went,

and to eat,

rubbing them in their hands.

But when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, Be-

hold, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to do on the

Sabbath day.

Why do they on the Sabbath day that which is not lawful ?

And certain of the Pharisees said unto them. Why do yo

that which is not lawful to do on the Sabbath days ?

And Jesus, answering them,

said unto them, Have ye never read

so much as this, * what David did,

when he had need, and was an hungered, he, and they thai

wore witb him ?

How he went into the house of God in the days of Abia-

thar the high priest, and did

take, and eat the show-bread, and gave also to them that

were with him, which

was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them that were

with him, j but only for the priests.?

Or have ye not read in the J law, how that, on the Sab-

bath days, the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and

arc blameless .''

But I say unto you, that in this place is one greater than

the temple.

But if ye had known what this meaneth, $ I will have

mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have condemned the

guiltless.

* 1 Sam. xxi. 6.

I Num xxviii. 9.

t Exod. xxix. 32, 33. Lev. viii. 31 and xxiv. 9.

$ Hos. vi. 6. Matt. ix. 13.
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Vulgar JEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

In a Progress.

Mark ii. 27. And he said unto them, The Sabbath was made for man,

and not man for the Sabbath :

Mark ii. 28. Therefore the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.

Mr. Alcott. What interested you.''

Lucia. I liked the fourth verse, and I

LaTor."^ know why, but I cannot tell. What is the

showbread ?

Mr. Alcott. The showbread was prepared for the

priests, and for them alone.

Charles. I liked the second verse. It was not law-

ful according to their law. They made their own law.

Mr. Alcott. That law was made by Moses.

Charles. They did not understand it right.

Mr. Alcott. What was their mistake.'* Was it in

the nature of the work.''

Charles. They thought every thing was work.

Mr. Alcott. What distinction is there in work.''

Charles. Work of the hands, and work of the

spirit. The Pharisees did not consider.

Mr. Alcott. What was their mistake, as to the

nature of work.^

George K. They were mistaken — they

Imployments. thought they ought to think on the Sabbath

day, and not to do any thing else.

Lemuel. I think the Pharisees did not understand.

Mr. Alcott. W^hat part of their nature was

wrong.''

Lemuel. I don't know.

Mr. Alcott. What is the proper work for Sunday.''

That will explain your ideas.

Herbert. Going to church.

VOL. II. 21
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Nathan. Reading.

Reading. Andrew. Going to church, and not play-

ing all the time as on week days. We
may read other books beside the Bible, such as Psalm

books.

Corinna. Watts's Hymns.
Edward J. Pilgrim's Progress.

Nathan. I read any book I can get.

Mr. Alcott. Such as German Popular Tales.?

Nathan. Yes; if I could get it.

Mr. Alcott. Would it be right.''

Nathan. No ; but I do.

Mr. Alcott. All who think it right to select their

reading on Sunday, may rise.

(Almost all rose.)

All who read what they please— any thing they can

get, may rise.

(Nathan and Edward J.)

Andrew. I generally read in the Bible, when I read

on Sunday ; and sometimes I draw.

Mr. Alcott. What other ways of spend-
Church-Goin". • o i ^i ^mg Sunday are there:

W. Augustus. Going to Church.

Charles. We should go to Church to hear, and

under^Jtand, and think about the sermon ; but if we go

because other people go, it is better to stay at home.

Franklin. I think so too.

George K. I think it is not the going to Church,

but the hearing, and thinking, and improving.

Mr. Alcott. What is Sunday for.'*

n o un ay,
jTp^^jjj^LiN. To learn and think about

moral subjects— to make resolutions, 8cc.

Mr. Alcott. Which of our faculties is Sunday

for?

Franklin. The Spiritual.
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Mr. Alcott. How is the body to be used that day
— should you indulge your appetites — should you eat

and drink a great deal on Sunday?
All. No.

Mr. Alcott. Should you be disobedient to your

parents?

All. No.

Mr. Alcott. Should you get angry, and be unkind

to your brothers and sisters?

All. No.

Emma, I should not think that it would be right to

be disobedient, or to do any of those things on any other

day.

Mr. Alcott. Would it be worse to do those wrong
things on Sunday than on any other day?

Charles. Yes ; for it is a day especially set apart

for thinking about right and wrong, and all the reasons

for doing right.

Mr. Alcott. I should like to have some of the

little boys tell me what Sunday is for— I want a little

boy's Sunday, not a grown up person's.

Several. To make us better.

Mr. Alcott. Oh yes ; every body has said that

always ; but I want to know what is to be done.

Edward C. We should go to Church.

Mr. Alcott. What is the object of going to

Church?

Edward C. Goodness.

Mr. Alcott. Whose goodness, the Church's?

Edward C. The person's who goes to Church.

William C. To learn about Spirit, and to go to

Church, and read, and think, so as to learn.

Charles. I think the Church does a great deal of

good by supporting the minister.

George K. And it holds the people.
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Lemuel. We go to Church to learn how to keep

our spirit pure, and to repent.

Mr. Alcott. Describe repentance.

Lemuel and Others. I cannot.

George K. It is brought about by Conscience

speaking
;
you listen and feel you do wrong.

Charles. I think the use of Sunday is to
Meditation.

i /• i , • i
take us from outward things, and carry us

inward— to think about God. Thinking is an action.

Mr. Alcott. What makes a thought good?

Charles. What you think about. It does good to

think, at any rate. It always does yourself good.

Lemuel. You must practise what you think.

Mr. Alcott. Give me a description of a Sunday,

for a little boy.

George K. He should get up early, after

Dutlc"*^^""''^^ he has rested ; he should pray thanks.

(Host the rest, because three spoke together.

I only retained LemuePs.

)

Mr. Alcott. Is getting up the first thing? I want

you to begin while he is aslee}).

Lemuel. He should wake up, and pray to be made

good
J
he should go down and read his Bible ; and should

eat but little breakfast, so as not to be dull and be un-

able to think ; and then he should study his Sunday

School lesson, think about it, and behave very well

at Sunday School, and walk still, and not play, be-

cause there should not be noise. And when he is in

Church, he ought not to whisper, but try to understand

the sermon ; and if he cannot understand, ask his

parents; then he should not eat any meat for dinner;

and should keep very still at intermission ; and then if

he does not go to Church, he should read and think

about it ; and then at supper, he should eat bread and

milk ; then he ought to read in the evening.
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Mr. Alcott. Where are father and mother—
brothers and sisters?

Lemuel. He should be kind to them.

George K. If you have younger brothers and
sisters, and they do not know how to read, you should

read to them spiritual stories.

Charles. Then just before going to bed
Devotion.

, , i
& o

you should say your prayers.

Mr. Alcott. Say your prayers?

Charles. Think your prayers.

George K. Act your prayers.

Charles. You should think of the baby,

and then you will get good. And, that

thing puts me in mind about the right way of passing

Sunday ; that it should be easy, and you should smile.

A little baby smiles, and you should smile back again
j

for a little baby is perfectly good, and would not smile

if it was wrong.

Mr. Alcott. And if your neighbour were sick?

Charles. And should get well, you should smile.

Mr. Alcott. You spoke of saying prayers
lajers. — what prayers are best, those learned by

heart, or those which you make yourself?

Several. Those you make yourself.

Charles. I should not think it made any difference,

if you understood them.

Lemuel. And if you felt them,

Mr. Alcott. Would you say the same prayer if you

had been good or bad ?

Lemuel. You can say the prayer of repentance,

when you are bad.

Mr. Alcott. How do you say a prayer of repent-

ance?

Lemuel. You feel sorry, and resolve to do so na

more.

21*

«
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Mr. Alcott. How many of you are in the practice

of sayinj]^ a prayer that has been taught you?

{Almost all rose.)

Charles. I say Jesus' prayer— but something else

besides.

Mr. Alcott. How many say prayers of
Spontaneous and .• 13
Formal Prayer. JOUl' OWn entirely ?

{Jill sat down, and none rose.)

How many add a little to the prayers that they have

learned .''

{Almost all rose again.)

Charles. There is one thing I do not
or H rayer.

^j^j^g^gfj^p,J jn the evening you cannot

say, "Give us this day our daily bread," because it is

not day. I generally alter it and say nightly rest instead

of l)read.

Welles. You can say " day by day."

George K. I have heard it said that that sentence of

the prayer showed that it was to be said every day.

Mr. Alcot^. Now let us return to the text. What
do you say about the disciples' going through the corn-

fields and plucking the ears of corn and rubbing them

in their hands.''

Charles. Why it is only a plain fact ; there is

nothitig to be said about it. They were hungry and

wanted corn ; they rubbed it in their hands, because

they had no other way of getting it out.

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by a greater

gSIIs. than the temple.^

Charles. Himself.

Lemuel. It means that a Spirit is greater than a

Ten) pie.

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by its being greater.''

Lemuel. It is not greater in space, but greater in

goodness ; the temple had no goodness.
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Mr. Alcott. Are there any other Spirits, than that

of Jesus, greater than a temple?

Lemuel. Yes ; any body is.

Andrew. A body is not greater than the Temple,

but a spirit is.

Mr. Alcott. In what sense is the Spirit greater

than the temple.^

Several. In goodness.

Mr. Alcott. How are you greater than the temple

we are in .'*

Franklin. In goodness.

Charles. And in imagination ; for we can spread

our thoughts wider and higher than the temple.

Mr. Alcott. Is a drunkard greater than a temple.''

Several. No.

Franklin. Yes ; I think he is a little greater ; for the

smallest particle of spirit is greater than the largest

temple.

Lemuel. Even a drunkard is not all bad.

( The rest assented to these last ideas.)

Mr. Alcott. What is the holiest temple to wor-

ship in .''

Lemuel and Others. The body.

Franklin. The drunkard's body is the temple of the

appetites.

Mr. Alcott, Do the appetites have so holy a thing

as a temple.'' do they always make a temple of the body.''

One. No ; a market-house, sometimes.
Emblems. t « t -hLemuel. A distillery.

Francis. A pig-stye.

Another. A grog-shop.

Mr. Alcott. Is a drunkard's body a temple in

ruins, telling of former greatness.?

Charles. Oh yes! that is a beautiful way to express

it!

Mr. Alcott. Is a proud man greater than the

temple .''



248 RECORD OF CONVERSATIOKS.

Lemuel and Others. Yes.

Franklin. A proud man may be good in other

things.

Charles. He is a peacock— the greater he thinks

himself the smaller he is.

Mr. Alcott. What does the seventh verse mean.'*

Andrew. It means that if they had known what
Jesus meant and understood him, they would not have
thought him guilty of any thing wrong.

Mr. Alcott. How is the Son of man
Lord of the Sabbath day.*"

Charles. Goodness governs the Sabbath, and Jesus

was Goodness.

Franklin. The Sabbath is an emblem of holy time.

Lemuel. The Sabbath day was time, and Jesus was
better than time.

Charles. The Sabbath day is time, and Jesus is

eternity.

Mr. Alcott. What does Son of Man mean .^

Lemuel. Jesus— he was the son of Joseph.

Mr. Alcott. Are any of you Lord of the Sabbath

day?

{None thought so.)

Mr. Alcott. What does Jesus mean in

til^c'goVi.'" the verse in which he says " The Sabbath

was made for man, and not man for the

Sabbath"?

Lemuel. The Sabbath would not have been made if

man had not been made first.

Andrew. Man does not make the Sabbath him-

self; but it is made for him, and other people tell him

of it, and that it is to make him better.

Mr. Alcott. Which is the inferior, the time in

which we worship, or the worshipper?
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All. The time is inferior.

Mr. Alcott. Who among you think the Sabbath

has been made for you by others, and who think they

themselves have made their Sabbath?

( They did not seem to understand these questions, and

did not respond either way.)

Who keep Sunday out of their own mind? Who like

to have it come, like to read, like to go to Church, like

to think, are grateful for the day, &c. ?

{Almost all rose.)

Who prefer other days to Sunday?

(George B. and Edvjard J.)

Edward J. I do not care a great deal about it, one

way or the other,

( The rest liked Sunday.)

Mr. Alcott. What is the subject of this

^" •'^^ *

day's conversation? Now all wait and

think before you speak.

Nathan and Emma. What Sunday is for.

Samuel R. How to spend Sunday.

Adrew^ and Others. The best way to spend

Sunday.

Franklin. How to spend and improve Sunday.

Mr. Alcott. Can you take the subject out of Sun-

day? Have we not said something about forms?

Nathan. Oh yes ; to avoid outward things has been

a part of the subject.

Franklin. How to avoid forms.

Charles. Will not that answer do?

Mr. Alcott. Nothing will do, but to have you

think. I expect the truth from you, because I deem it

within you.

Charles. You always keep asking and asking, till

you get some particular word for the subject, and then

you say. Yes, I understand that.
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Mr. Alcott. Yes ; I ask and ask, till I get some-

thing fit and worth}^; but I am not thinking, gener-

ally, of any particular answer. Sometimes I ask

because I do not think myself, and hope that you will

find some word that will embody the spirit of the con-

versation. Sometimes, always, indeed, I seek to assist

you by my questions in finding the answer, by the free

exercise of your own minds. All truth is within ; my
business is to lead you to find it in your own Souls.

Your YES and no, when you think freely, declare the

fact that you have found it, or have failed in your quest

of it. The spirit says yes, or no j implying that the

truth is or is not made conscious to its vision. We
never know nor see all of ourselves.
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SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL RELATIONS.

APPETITES AND PASSIONS.

Review. — Healing of tlie Withered Hand, from the Sacred Text.— Anger

and Indignation. — Paralysis, — Awe of Holiness. — Illustration. — Self-

Knowledge. — Self-Insight. — Phases of Spirit. — Self-Indulgence. —
Countenance of Spirit. — Emblems of the Passions. — Idea of the Scene.

— Emblem. — Idea of the Cure. — Centres of Action. — Physiology and

Psychology. — Identity of Spirit. — Spiritual Nurture. — Origin of Dis-

ease. — Seat of Appetite. — Hunger. — Organs of Appetite. — Seat of

Hunger. — Opinions of the Children. — Subject. — Method of the Conver-

sations.

Revie\
Mr. Alcott. Why do I commence the

conversation by asking what we talked

about last.-*

Lemuel. Because the conversations are joined to-

gether.

Andrew. Because, to understand one helps us to

understand the next— because they are all one.

(Others repeated these ideas. Some did not know
any reason ; and Mr. Mcott explained by analo-

gies.)

Mr. Alcott. Where did we leave Jesus.''

Charles. Tn the cornfields near Jerusalem.

Mr. Alcott. He was near Jerusalem, and I shall

now read.
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THE HEALING OF THE WITHERED HAND.

Matt. xii. 9-15. Mark 1-7. Luke vi.6-12.

Vulgar Mrsi, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

In a Progress.

Matt. xii. 9.

Luke vi. 6,

Mark iii. 1.

Matt. xii. 9.

Luke vi. G.

Matt. xii. 10.

Luke vi. 6.

Luke vi. 7.

Mark iii. 2.

Luke vi. 7.

Luke vi. 8.

Matt. xii. 10.

Luke vi. 9.

Mark iii. 4.

Matt. xii. 11.

Matt. xii. 12.

Mark iii. 5.

Luke vi. 10.

Mark iii. 5.

Matt. xii. 13.

Matt. xii. 14.

Lulte vi. 11.

Mark iii, 6.

Matt, xii, 14.

Luke vi. 11,

Matt. xii. 14.

Practical
Holiness,

And when he was departed thence,

it came to pass also on another Sabbath that

he entered again

he went into their synagogue,

and taught.

And, behold, there was a man
whose right hand was withered.

And the Scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether

he would heal him on the Sabbath day : that they might

find an accusation against him.

But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man which

had the withered hand. Rise up. and stand forth in the midst.

And he arose, and stood forth.

And they asked him, saying. Is it lawful to heal on the

Sabbath days.'' that they might accuse him.

Then said Jesus unto them, I will ask you one thing; Is

it lawful on the Sabbath days to do good or to do evil? to

save life or to destroy it ?

But they held their peace.

And he said unto tliem, What man shall there be among

you, that shall have one sheep, and if it fall into a pit on

the Sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it, and lift it out .'

How much then is a man better than a sheep? Where-

fore it is lawful to do well on the Sabbath days.

And when he had looked round about on them

upon them all

with anger ; being grieved for the hardness of their liearts
;

he saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand.

And he stretched it forth ; and it was restored whole, like as

the other.

Then the Pliarisees

were filled with madness, and (they)

went forth with the Herodians, and straightway

held a council against him
;

and communed one witli anotlier, what they might do to

Jesus, (and)

how they might destroy him.
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Charles. I don't think it is right for the
Anger and tti i-^^ i iiii ,..
Indignation. il.vangeiist to Say that he looked round with

anger— I don't think he ever was angry.

I think it means indignation.

George K. He looked angry.

Lucia. He felt indignation.

Franklin. I think they mistook the indignation for

anger.

Mr. Alcott. Is the look of indignation different

from that of anger?

Emma. The look of indignation is not like that of

anger.

Charles. No ; there is disdain in indignation —
contempt for meanness. I don't think yon can feel

indignation without something of contempt.

Mr. Alcott. Can anger be mistaken by the good.?

Some. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Are they likely to do so, unless they

are easily angry themselves?

Some. No.

Mr. Alcott. Did Mark mistake?

Charles. Perhaps Mark was angry himself, and so

thought Jesus was angry.

Recorder. The word anger, in the time this trans-

lation of the Scriptures was made, did not mean any
thing wrong. It merely meant trouble, agitation.

Thus St. Paul says, " Be angry and sin not ;
" and in

another part of the Bible it says, "God is angry with

the wicked every day."

Mr. Alcott. Anger generally refers to persons, and
indignation to principles. I do not think any degree of

anger is right on any occasion.

Franklin. Is not a withered hand merely

a palsied hand

22

Paralysis.
, ._, ^^ _, ^
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Mr. Alcott. It arises from a paralysis of the

nerves of motion. The machinery by which the soul

acts on the hand is out of order.

George K. I like the tenth and eleventh verses
;

" And behold there was a man, &lc." I was interested

in their asking whether it was lawful to heal on the

Sabbath days.? It was a catch.

Mr. Alcott. Why did they wish to do this?

George K. They wanted to hear what he could say.

Lemuel. They wanted to accuse him before Pilate.

Frank^lin. When Jesus asked his ques-

iioiiness. tioHs, they held their peace, because they felt

awe, they felt that they were in the wrong.

Charles. That shows some good in them.

Franklin. I used to think they were struck dumb,
but now I see that they felt awe.

Mr. Alcott. Who has felt this awe sometimes

among you .'*

(Several.)

Two little girls were standing in the parlor

with their mother ; and their father, looking

over his j)apers, found a beautiful picture, and gave it

to the oldest little girl 5 and her sister, who was youn-

ger, in a moment of jealousy, said, " I don't like father."

And her father said, " I will give you a picture ;
" and

he found another and gave it to her. And she said that it

was not so pretty— that she did not like her sister. And

their Auher said to the oldest, " Will you give your

beautiful picture to your little sister.? " and she gave it

to her immediately ; but the younger sister did not look

pleased. She held her head down, and looked unhappy.

Bye and bye her father said to her, " Which is the best

girl, the one who gives away her picture, or the one who

takes it?" She replied, "the one who givesit away."

Soon the father went out of the room ; and the little
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girl followed him, and said, "Father, lam going to

give this picture back again • " and so she went and

gave it back to her sister. Why was this?

Franklin. She was overawed.

Charles. I should think that she would not have

taken it in the first place.

Mr. Alcott. She is a very little girl, not four years

old. How many of you understand the movements of

that little girl's mind.''

(Several held up hands.)

Do you think that the generosity of the sentiment

expressed by Jesus, about saving the body on Sunday or

any day, and the illustrations he used, overawed them.**

{They held up hands.)

What do you think of the questions of
Self-Knowledge . ^ ,, t-^i /•i^ i i ^j

Jesus, " Is It lawful to do good or to do

evil on the Sabbath day ".''

George K. By asking that question they could an-

swer their own.

Mr. Alcott. Do you observe that he often talked in

this interrogative way.-*

Charles. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. How was he able always to strike at

the state of their minds.'' Why was it that he knew
their states of mind.''

Lucia. He knew about Human Nature by having

studied himself.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that you have some

of this knowledge, by which you can discover what

is going on in other people's minds?

(George K. held up his hand.)

What is the innermost feeling in me now?
(None answered but George K.)

George K. That we should attend. Sometimea 1

answer a question by asking another.
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Mr. Alcott. And so you understand this method of

Jesus? Who knows something of Human Nature, and

can tell what is going on within others' minds,?

(Not many.)

I will see whether I know.
"^

" {He went on and made personal remarks,

as to the present state of their minds, and asked

whether he was right. Most acknowledged that he

loas right.)

Mr. Alcott. Now what is my thought.?

Several. You want us to attend.

Mr. Alcott. How could Jesus know people's

thoughts.? By the same method of discovery that you
would, if you discovered them?

Gorge K. Yes ; he learnt it as we learn
Phases ol" ^i . i i i ^i • m
Spirit. that people are happy by their smile.

Charles. He thought first of their words,

then their manners, then their faces.

Mr. Alcott. Why is it that faces mean more to

some people than to others?

Charles. Because they understand— they examine

faces.

Mr. Alcott. What is it that tells?

Charles. The Spirit— the judgment.

Lemuel, Other people's spirits were like his ; and

he knew his own, and so he knew others'.

Mr. Alcott. Why don't we know?
Franklin. Because we do not choose to try.

Mr. Alcott. What gives the face its expression ?

Frank. Mind. Spirit.

Lemuel. Thoughts and feelings.

Mr, Alcott, What effect does self-indul-

gence give to the lacer

Franklin, It makes people's faces pale,

Lemuel, It makes the face red.
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Mr. Alcott. Who think that the shape

of'spirrt?""" of the face is made by the predominant

feelings and thoughts?

(Jllmost all.)

Who think the appetites and passions do not affect the

face.'*

{Some.)

Who think that your faces are as expressive as they

would have been, had you lived as you ought?

(None held up hands.)

You may give me some emblems of indig-

pT^IZ''^'^' nation, when it shows itself forth in the

face.

(No answer for a long time.)

How did Jesus look?

Francis. He looked sorrowful.

Lucia. There was some degree of contempt.

Mr. Alcott. Can you give an emblem of anger?

Charles. A tiger.

Franklin. The elephant is indignant.

Andrew, The hyena is the emblem of anger.

Mr. Alcott. Give an emblem of love.

George B. An angel.

Lemuel. A dove.

Mr. Alcott. An emblem of revenge.

George B. An Indian.

Charles. A lion.

Franklin. Apollyon.

Mr. Alcott. That is factitious.

Franklin. No more so than an angel.

Charles. Certainly not.

Mr. Alcott. Your emblems this morning do not

seem to come ; there is little imagination in them.

22*
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Mr. Alcott. Could you paint Jesus look-
idea of the • J .1 1^'^ 1 3

Scene. ^"g rouiid on the multitude r

Lucia. I can describe how he stands, but

cannot describe his look.

{Others expressed the same.)

Lemuel. I think he had a slight scowl.

Charles. Oh no ; Jesus never had a scowl ; he was

looking down upon them,

Mr. Alcott. Why did Jesus speak of
Erablem . . , ^ % ^i -^ -i

raising a sheep out oi the piti"

Charles. He knew that they valued their property,

and he gave that as an emblem.

Mr. Alcott. What two objects was he trying to

value.''

Emma. A sheep and a man.

Mr. Alcott. And if they would save a sheep on

the Sabbath day—
Charles. Why should they not save a man.''

Francis. The man stands before Jesus—
Cure.°^''''

George K. And looks full of f\iith
;
and

when Jesus told him to stretch his hand

forth, he stretched it out immediately.

Charles. It took some little time to get the muscles

into play.

Mr. Alcott. Now tell me how you think it was

done •, how was it brought about— this healing of the

withered arm.-*

Charles. The man knew Jesus was in the midst of

his enemies, and his calling the man out gave him

faith that he would cure him ; and then Jesus stopped

to ask questions to the rest, which made the man a little

impatient ; and when Jesus spoke to him, he was quite

ready to hold out his hand.
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Mr. Alcott. Did the outward circumstances cure

the man ?

Charles. Together with the inward circumstances.

Mr. Alcott. What were the inward circumstances?

You must exert your minds and think.

Lemuel. Jesus' faith in God that he could cure, and

the man's faith that he could be cured.

Mr. Alcott. Is the cure rendered remarkable by

the fact, that people are standing round doubting— and

that it is the Sabbath day."*

(Several.)

Now tell how faith acts on the nerves, blood, muscles,

&c., and cures the hand.

Charles. I don't know enough about physiology to

tell.

Mr. Alcott. Give your conjectures.

Charles. 1 don't know how the nerves are con-

nected with the soul.

(Mr. Alcott described the two centres of the

A^^ion
°^ nerves ; the one in the brain, the other in the

pit of the stomach, and described how the

body ivas formed, and then asked the question again.

There was no answer.)

Mr. Alcott. Is it a mystery ?

All. Yes.

Charles. Somebody else must find it out.

Mr. Alcott. What knowledge do you lack?

Charles. Knowledge of Body and Spirit
Physiology and , .1

Psycliology. both.

Mr. Alcott. Do you suppose that you

shall ever come to such a degree of knowledge, both of

Bodies and Souls, that you shall know all about forma-

tion, diseases, &c., so that you shall be enabled to

know how this withered arm was healed?

(There was no answer.)
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Who think Jesus not only did the miracles, but under-

stood how they were done?

(Several held up hands.)

Charles. He could not do them unless he knew
how.

Mr. Alcott. Do you not do some things without

knowing how they are done— breathing for instance?

{Several held up hands.)

Lemuel. But Jesus knew more than we do about

breathing. If we knew about healing, as he did, we
could do miracles also.

Mr. Alcott. How did Jesus know.?

Lemuel. He was a part of God.

Charles and Franklin. He was God.

s^Ihu^"^ Andrew. He was no more God than we
all were, when we were born.

Charles. He used his God more— I mean he used

himself more.

Andrew. We were all God when we were babies
;

but have lost our goodness, and Jesus did not ; and so he

was always God, and we are not.

Charles. That is what I think.

Lemuel. And I think just like Andrew.

Franklin. And L

Mr. Alcott. Was God ever a little baby.''

Charles. No ; he is in the baby — in all babies.

Mr. Alcott. What part of the baby is not good.''

Charles. The body.

Mr. Alcott. Oh, then I understand that you think

Spirit and God are exactly the same. But should we not

rather say Godlike^

Several. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. How did Jesus know what he knew."*

Are we, or those who come after us, to know how soul

and body are united.'' and how.''
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Map^tha. Yes ; by reading the Bible and becoming

good.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose two people, veiy

Nurture. wise, and knowing all about the spirit

and the body, to have a child (Vee from

all diseases, or tendencies to disease ; and able to

arrange every thing about the life of the child as

they wish, and to give all the good influences— do

you think that this child, when it grew up, would be

just like Jesus Christ, and could work miracles as he

did? Or suppose him to have done wrong a very little,

but to have repented fully ; would he do almost as Jesus

did.?

Franklin. Not unless he could resist temptation.

Mr. Alcott. But suppose he had, or repented.

Charles. That child would not have had the

temptations of Jesus.

Mr. Alcott. That wanders from the subject—
but do you think this child, thus trained, could do mira-

cles ?

(Tuw held up hands.)

Charles. But he had done wrong a few times. I

cannot satisfy my mind on the subject.

Samuel R. I cannot say one or the other.

George K. I don't think he could. 1 cannot imag-

ine that any body else should do such miracles as Jesus

did.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose the knowledge of

msiZe! the body equal, would a physician acqaint-

ed with the soul be better than one who

did not understand the soul?

Several. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think diseases generally be-

gin in the body?
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(Several.)

Do any think that they begin in the soul?

(Martha and Others.)

Charles. Sickness comes from too much eating and

drinking, which is done by the body.

Seat of
Appetite.

Mr. Alcott. Is the body the eater and

drinker?

(Several said yes.)

Nathan. No ; the Spirit.

Charles. Does the spirit eat and drink?

Mr. Alcott. Does a dead body eat and drink?

Francis. No ; because the s])irit is not there to

move the body.

Lucia. I think the spirit eats and drinks through the

body.

Mr. Alcott. How?
Francis. The will moves the body.

Charles. The spirit does not eat and drink, I am
sure.

Andrew. The spirit makes the body eat, and gets

all the good ; but it could not eat without a body.

Mr. Alcott. Which is the eater?

Andrew. The body eats, but the spirit sets it in

motion.

George K. The spirit does not eat, it makes the

body eat.

Franklin. When the spirit leaves the body, the

spirit does not eat.

Mr. Alcott. What hungers?
unger.

SEVERAL. The Body.

Some. The Spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Does a dead body hunger?

George K. No ; then the spirit must.

Mr. Alcott. Which is the hungerer and thirster

and eater?
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George K. Why, I suppose it must be the spirit

then.

Mr. Alcott. Does the eye see?
Organs and t,-" tr i ^ .i • -^ i

Appetites, ^ RANcis. 1 es ; but the spint makes it see.

Mr. Alcott. Does the hand touch.''

Several. Yes ; but the spirit moves it.

Mr. Alcott. Does the knife cut.''

Several. Yes ; but the hand uses it.

Lemuel and Lucia. No ; it is the spirit uses it.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think, that the organs used

for mastication have any power of their own.?

Charles. No ; but the spirit gives them power.

Mr. Alcott. Why is it that you tliink the body

sees and hears, eats and drinks?

Charles. The spirit sees and hears, but does not

eat and drink.

Martha. The spirit eats and fixes the food and

builds it upon the body.

Mr. Alcott. Has your spirit the appetite?

Charles. No ; the body has the appetite.

Mr. Alcott. What organ of your body?

Several. The mouth.

Mr. Alcott. What moves the mouth?

Several. The spirit.

Mr. Alcott. What is the connexion between the

spirit and the mouth?

Charles. I do not think any one can tell that.

Mr. Alcott. It is very simple, if you will think.

What makes the spirit acton the body ?

Several. Hunger.

Mr. Alcott. Where is hunger, in the

Hungl soul or the body?

Several. In the soul.
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Charles. In the body. The soul does not hunger

for food.

Mr. Alcott. What acts in hunger.?

Charles. The stomach wants something to do.

Mr. Alcott. Does the hunger begin to act on the

stomach, or the stomach act on the hunger.?"

Charles. We are so made that we hunger at times
;

and the spirit directs the action of the body when

it hungers, and makes it eat ; but the spirit does

not hunger for food. The spirit hungers for inward

things, and directs the body and makes it eat ; it does

not get the food into itself.

Mr. Alcott. But the spirit surely gets the good

from the act of eating, does it not.''

Charles. The spirit causes the body to eat, and the

effect of the body's eating is good on the spirit ; but the

effect is not the cause.

Mr. Alcott. The effect is always involved in the

cause. Did you ever hear these words — " Blessed are

ye, when ye shall hunger and thirst after righteous-

ness".''

Charles. I said the spirit hungered after inward

thin OS, but the body after material things. I think

there is something low in making the spirit hunger

after food.

Mr. Alcott. Yet the spirit must take care of the

body, supply its waste and l)uild it up, as it tends to

decay.

Andrew. Mr. Alcott, I do not think that the soul

hungers, because it makes the body hunger, any more

than that the man is the house, because he builds it.

Mr. Alcott. Those, who agree with
Opinions of Charles, may hold up their hands.
the Ohuuren. i j i

(One or two did.)
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Those who think that the Spirit hungers, may hold up

their hands.

(Several did.)

I am unable to decide this question.

Charles. Then why do you reason against me,

and bring up every argument that you can against what

I say ?

Mr. Alcott. I do not reason against you ; I am
endeavouring to bring out what you think, and also

the other view.

Charles. What is your object then ?

Mr. Alcott. I will ask Lemuel— What is it that

I am trying to do?

(Lemuel hesitated.)

Martha. I think you wanted to show Charles that

the Spirit eats, and not the body ; for Charles seems to

think that the body can do things without the S])irit.

Charles. Well, if I do seem to think so, I do

not; I think the body hungers, but the Spirit shows it

how to satisfy its hunger ; but you wanted to make me
think that the Spirit hungers.

Mr. Alcott Do any of you think that I wanted

to make Charles think so?

Samuel R. I thought you wanted to make Charles

see as you did about this.

Mr. Alcott, I do not usually tell my opinion,

—

but it is true that I cannot conceive of the body hun-

gering, any more than I can conceive of the body's

seeing, or hearing, or touching, or running, or walking.

Charles. So it does run, and walk, and all ; but the

Spirit makes it.

Mr. Alcott. It is my opinion that the Spirit itself

hungers after food for the body, as well as after spir-

itual things — that the Spirit sees, hears, walks.

Charles. I think the Spirit sees and hears, but that

it only makes the body hunger and walk.

VOL. II. 23
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Mr. Alcott. I see how it is in your mind and

where the difficulty lies.

Charles. Well, I wish you would make me see how
it is, for I cannot see that the Spirit hungers after food.

Mr. Alcott. So I perceive ; but we must now
drop the subject, and bring the conversation to a close.

It will come up again hereafter.

" ^®*^

'

Francis. Spirit acting through the body.

What has been the subject?

Francis. Spirit acting thr<

(Several repeated the idea in several modijications.)

Mr. Alcott. The conversation has been

ConvetaUon. loHg to day. - We have had more than

usual of argument, if argument it can

be called.

Charlls. I don't think it has been much of an ar-

gument on your side, for your side was only asking

questions.

Mr. Alcott. No ; it is my object to make you

argue— make you reason, by giving the terms. I have

not sought in these conversations to present my own

views of truth, but to call forth yours ; and by so doing

make you conscious of your own powers of finding it.

It is the part of a wise instrueter to tempt forth from

the minds of his pupils the facts of their inmost con-

sciousness, and make them apprehend the gifts and

faculties of their own being. Education, when rightly

understood, will be found to lie in the art of asking apt

and fit questions, and in thus leading the mind by

its own light to the percej)tion of truth.



CONVERSATION L.

FORESIGHT OF SPIRIT.

PROPHECY.

Review. — Multitudes follow Jesus, from the Sacred Text. — Miracles. —
Preaching. — Prophecy. — Idea of Prophets — Conditions of Prophecy. —
Prophetic Instincts. — Inspiration. — Sympathy with Suffering and Sor-

row.— Reformation.— Gentiles. — Imperfection.— Subject. — Su:jpen8ion

of the Conversations. — Synopsis of the preceding Conversations. —
Close.

Mr. Alcott. How many have read over the lesson

for the Hay.'*

(Many held up hands.)

The rest may read it over now.

(A pause.)

He then asked, what was the subject of the last con-

versation .''

Nathan. Whether it was right to heal on the Sab-

bath day.

Andrew. Jesus curing the withered arm.

(Lemuel and Others repeated the same idea.)

Mr. Alcott. What subject opened out of these

circumstances.''

They did not answer, and Mr. Alcott read the lesson

for the day.
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MULTITUDES FOLLOW JESUS.

Matt. xii. 15 - 22. Mark iii, 7 - 13.

Vulgar iEra, 27. Julian Period, 4740.

In a Progress,

Matt xii. 15. But when Jesus know it, he withdrew hina-

Hunmnity. gg„- ,Yom ihence,

Mark iii. 7. with his disciples to the sea

:

Matt, xii. 15. and great multitudes followed him,

Mark iii, 7. from Galilee, and from Judaa, and Aom Jerusalem, and from

Idumea, and from heyond Jordan :

Mark iii. 8, And they about 'J'yro and iSidon, a great multitude, when

they heard what great things he did, came unto him.

Mark iii. 9. And ho spake to his disciples, that a small ship should

wait on him, because of the multitude, lest they should

throng him.

Mnrk iii. 10. For he had healed many ; insomuch that they pressed

upon ium to touch him, as many as had plagues*

Matt. xii. 15,. and he healed them all.

Mark iii. 11. And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before

him, and cried, saying. Thou art the Son of God,

Mark iii. 12. And he straightway charged them that they should not

make him known.

Matt. xii. 17. That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by F.saia*

the prophet, saying,

Matt. xii. 18. * Behold my servant whom I have chosen;

My beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased ::

I will put my spirit upon him,

And hes hall show judgment to the Gentiles.

Matt, xii. 19. He shall not strive nor cry
;

Neither shall any man hear his voice in tho streeta»

Matt. xii. 20, A bruised reed shall he not break.

And smoking flax shall he not quench,

Till he send forlh judgment unto victory.

Matt, xii, 21

.

And in his name shall the Gentiles trust.

He then showed on the map the extent of country

from which the muhitude came to him.

* Isaiah xlii. 1.



PROPHECY. S69

Mr. Alcott. Why did the multitudes go
Miracles, , . -, 3and seek Jesus

r

Herbert. Because they wanted to hear him preach.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever go to hear any one talk

about right and wron^.^

Herbert. No.

Nathan. Yes
;
you do, whenever you go to church.

Lemuel. The multitudes followed Jesus to see his

miracles.'

Mr. Alcott. Could you see a miracle.^

Several. No ; a miracle is in the thought.

Nathan. A miracle is partly in the eye, but mostly

in the thoughts and feelings.

Mr. Alcott. Did you ever see a miracle.'*

George K. Yes ; a great many.

Mr. Alcott. What.''

George K. Why, breathing— the motion of the

pulse.

Charles. It can be proved that miracles are not in

sight, but in feeling ; for whatever you might see, you

could not know it was a miracle, unless you thought and

felt — all the miracle is in the meaning.

Mr. Alcott. Did the people go to see the outward

miracles of Jesus, or to feel miracles within their spir-

its?

Lemuel. Partly for one and partly for the other.

Mr. Alcott. Why did he provide a ship.?
Preaching.

Lemuel. He did Hot Want the multitude

pressing round him.

George K. And he did not want to be interrupted

in the midst of his sentences to heal sick people. I

think he wanted to do, as once before, when the

multitude thronged upon him j he wanted to have the

boat ready, so that he might get in and row off a little

from the land, and stand and speak where all could hear

23*
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and see him, which would he better for them and better

for him.

Mr. Alcott. Yes ; but, George, don't you think

Jesus was always willing to be interrupted in the midst

of his sentences to heal sick persons?

George K. Yes ; I suppose he was.

Charles. '* He shall not strive, nor cry,"
^'

8tc. I think this means that his being the

Son of God should not be proved, by his crying aloud

about his being the Son of God, and praising himself;

but it would be found out by his actions.

George K. I think the reason Jesus did as he did

was because he wanted to do what would prove the

prophecy of Isaiah true.

Mr. Alcott. Do you suppose Jesus would have

done this, if Isaiah had said nothing about it?

George K. Yes ; for his conscience' sake.

Mr. Alcott. Do you suppose that Jesus had in

his mind, as he went about doing good, what Isaiah had

said ?

George K. Yes.

Charles. Because Isaiah had prophesied about

God, and therefore Jesus wanted to make the prophecy

true. But if Isaiah had not prophesied about good

things, he would not have felt in his conscience any de-

sire to prove it true.

George K. 1 do not think now that he did it to

make Isaiah's prophecy true, but because his con-

science told him to. But God wanted to j)rove Isaiah's

prophecy true, and so he told Jesus through his con-

science to do those things.

Mr. Alcott. What is a prophet?

Andrew. I think only a good man c

prophet, because he keeps his Spirit pure.

Prophets. Andrew. I think only a good man can be a
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Mr. Alcott. Are there any prophets now?
Andrew. I don't know of one.

Lemuel. I think there may be one whom God tells;

and that he can assist others to be good. God tells a

good man more than a wicked man.

Mr. Alcott. Does God make a man a prophet, or

does he make himself.''

Lemuel. Himself.

Mr. Alcott. How does a prophet find out things.^

George. K. God tells him.

Mr. Alcott. Is a prophet born, or does it depend

on himself to be a prophet.'*

George K. It de])ends all on himself.

Charles. I think good people, who hope to make
others good, are thus made to prophes}'^, and believe

that it will come to pass.

Mr. Alcott. Hope then is the prophet?

Charles. Yes ; Hope and Faith.

Mr. Alcott. Are there any prophets
Condition of ,,„,,,?
Prophecy. HOW.''

Charles. No ; because people are not so

good now ; they have not hope and faith ; but if all the

babies could speak right off there would be prophets

enough.

Mr. Alcott. What is it that despoils these little

ones of their prophetic power?

Charles. Oh, they learn outward things, and it takes

up their attention, and the bad begins to come in.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose the father and mother had

the prophetic power, and should guard it in their

children.

Charles. It would be necessary to have a great

many parents join and arrange things, so that the babies

should not be tempted too much by outward things
;

they should make a society, a prophetic society. Be-
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sides, there is another reason why babies cannot be

prophets immediately— it takes them some time to get

acquainted with their bodies, and get their organs used

to speaking ; and they are not able to speak till it is too

late. It is important that the child should be taught to

keep on good terms with the body ; should feed it right,

and take right care of it.

Mr. Alcott. Can there be a prophet among you.''

(Some thought there might, and some not.)

Charles. I think every one can be a prophet
;

every one has the small germs of the prophet within

him.

Mr. Ai.cott. Are there other creatures

f'T'^^'t'*^
beside men that prophesy ?

George K. Quails prophesy rainy weather.

Charles. Cows in Switzerland go under fir-trees

before there are storms ; and storms always come soon

after, though there is not the slightest cloud in the

sky before. I saw that in a well authenticated ac-

count.

Mr. Alcott. Do you believe these things?

Charles. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. What believes.'*

Charles. My prophetic power, I suppose.

Mr. Alcott. How is it with birds of passage.''

George K. What we call prophecy in animals is

generally called instinct.

Mr. Alcott. What is instinct.''

Charles. I do not like to think that animals that

prophesy, and birds of passage, &-c., when they prophe-

sy, act as jnachines. I like to think they know.

Martha. I used to think that prophets were never

babies ; but thought they came into the world grown

up.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think so now.^
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Martha. Yes, rather.

Charles. But if they were born grown up, they

would still be young.

Martha. But their Sjiirits might be old.

Charles. What would a mother say, if God should

give her a great man for a child

!

Martha. I did not think they had parents, but came
from God.

Charles. I used to think so too ; for it says in one

place, that two prophets went up to heaven in chari-

ots of fire ; and I supposed that, if they could go off so,

they might have come so.

Mr. Alcott. What do you say to this
Inspiration. <^£ t» i i i . ,, o 5

verse, "Behold my servant," ikc.:

Nathan. "My beloved" means Jesus. God was

pleased with him because he was good — full of spirit.

Mr. Alcott. Have you ever felt that thoughts

were given you, that you were full of spirit r

Georgb K. Yes; all our thoughts are given us; I

think that God chose Jesus from out of his angels,

Mr. Alcott. What are angels.''

Lemuel. Sj)irits without bodies.

Mr. Alcott. How did God put his Spirit upon

him.''

George K. God gave some of his Spirit, not all of

it, upon him— but a great deal.

Lemuel. You should not say a great deal.

Nathan. He gave him a little at first to see if he

would use it well, and then more.

Charles. I wish you would let me say that God is

up in the sky ; for I like to think of God up there,

though I know he is in my thought and inspires it. For

I like to have a place ; and that is so pure, so blue, and

handsome, with such beautiful stars!

Mr. Alcott. But there is danger of mistaking tb©

forms for the thoughts themselves.
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Charles. Oh, I don't think I should ever go so far

as that.

^ . . . Mr. Alcott. What is meant by " A
Sympathy with ^

Suffering and bruised reed shall he not break," &c. .'*

Sorrow. ^ rr^u \ • aCharles. 1 he smoking flax means virtue,

and that he will help it burn bright.

Lemuel. The smoking flax means love, and he does

not put it out.

Mr. Alcott. "The bruised reed,"— What is that

an emblem of?

Charles. A bruised reed is a person who has al-

lowed his body to master him, and the Spirit is passed

away. Jesus, when he came, found a great many in

that state, and he did not discourage them, but tried to

get back their strength.

Samuel R. A bad man is a bruised reed — he is

broken down, and finds it hard to mend — but he ought

not to give up, and Jesus would not discourage him.

Mr. Alcott. Suppose a person is very unhappy,

bereaved, bruised in heart.

Lemuel. He should be comforted.

Charles. Oh yes ; that was what I wanted to say.

There is a beautiful piece in Cheever's Common
Place Book about that.

Mr. Alcott. What is meant by judg-
Reformation. , . ^ ,

.

ment and victory here.''

Charles. Oh, when a person is all wrong and has

injured his body very much— increased its appetites,

and filled it with bad habits, and his strength is al-

most gone, and it is very hard to repent and have

pure thoughts, and get right ideas, and do right all the

time, and not indulge, then it is a very great victory for

him to be as he ought, and understand the words of

Jesus, and do as he directs.
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Mr. Alcott. Who are the Gentiles?

Charles. I suppose the rest of the world

thought the Jews, who were the only [)eople that ever

had prophets, were a great deal better than they. God
had seemed to send every thing to them ; and there

were no prophets any where else. But when Jesus

came to the whole woild, then they found they were

something themselves, and trusted in him.

Mr. Alcott. What has interested you
Imperfection. ...

most m this conversation.

Stillman. About the prophets.

Mr. Alcott. Do you think that you can ever be a

prophet.''

Stillman. Yes.

Mr. Alcott. Some think they never can.

Charles. Then they never will be.

George B. I think I never can be a prophet, be-

cause I am not good enough.

Mr. Alcott. Will not God let you be good enough?

— has he arranged things so that you cannot be good?

George B. No.

Mr. Alcott. Then is it God or yourself that pre-

vents you from being a prophet?

George B. It is myself, I do not try hard enough.

jNIr. Alcott. What is the subject of our
Subject. ^. ^ Tconversation to-day.

Lemuel. Prophecy — the means of prophecy.

Mr. Alcott. We have now followed
Suspension

, . ,
•

i i

of the Con- Jcsus through the varied and successive
versations. /• i

• !•/• ^ ^i ^- i u •

scenes of his life, to the time when he is

preparing to enter upon a more public course of action.

In our next conversation we shall see him preparing to

preach his celebrated Sermon on the Mount. But we
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shall leave him for the present; and after Vacation,

during which I hope you will refresh j'our minds, and

renovate your bodies, by heallliful sj)orts and beautiful

scenery, resume our conversations at this place.

Before we close, however, let us dwell a

cSTi.tion's.° moment on the principal events that have

interested us. At our last general review,

we left Jesus, whoin we regard as the Symbol of Spirit,

about making disciples. We have now seen this same

Spirit, of which he is the tyi)e to our outward senses,

gaining Disciples ;
sanctioning Marriage by its pres-

ence ; announcing the glorious doctrines of Immortality,

of Spiritual Renewal, and Spiritual Worship ; the

Efficacy of Faith, its power over Physical Nature,

and its Divine Sympathy with Suffering and Sorrow.

—
-^














